Sunday, August 3, 2025
8t Sunday after Pentecost

St. Stephen Lutheran Church

Rooted in our Tradition, Open to Yours

Welcome and Prelude

Confession and Forgiveness

In the name of the Father, and of the # Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Baptized into Christ, let us confess our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Merciful God,

you free us to love others, but we neglect our neighbors and follow our own
way. You lead us by the Spirit of joy and peace, but we turn away from the
abundant life you offer.

You surround us with patience, kindness, and generosity, but we grow weary in
doing what is right.

In your mercy, forgive us.

Do not give up on us.

Heal us, break our bonds, and show us the path of life.

Amen.

You belong to Christ Jesus and you are God's children through faith.

In the cross of * Christ, and through the power of the Holy Spirit, your sins are
forgiven. Clothed with Christ, you are a new creation.

Amen.



A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing ELW 393 vs 1,4,5
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1 A hymn of glo-ry let us sing! New hymns through-out the world shall
2 The ho -1y ap - os-tol -ic band wup - on the Mount of Ol - ives
3 To whom the shin-ing an-gels cry, “Why stand and gaze up - on the
4 “You see him now, as-cend-ing high up to the por-tals of the
5 0 ris - en Christ, as-cend-ed Lord, all praise to  you let earth ac-
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ring:  Al-le - lu - ia! Al-le - lu - ia! Christ, by a road be - fore un -
stand, Al-le - lu - ia! Al-le - Iu - ia! and with his faith-ful fol-I'wers
sky?” Al-le - lu - ia! Al-le - lu - ia! “This is the Sav-ior!” thus they
sky” Al-le - lu - ia! Al-le - lu - ia! “Here - af - ter Je - sus you shall
cord: Al-le - Iu - ia! Al-le - lu - ia! You are, while end-less ag - es
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trod, as - cends un - to the throne of God.
see  their Lord as-cend in maj - es - ty.
say, “this is  his glo-rious tri-umph day!” Al-le - lu - ia! Al-le -
see re - turn-ing in great maj - es - ty”
run, with  Fa-ther and with Spir - it one.
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lu-i1a! Al-le - Iu - 1a, al-le - lu - 1a, al-le - lu - 1a!

Greeting

The grace of Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all. And also with you.
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@ Glo-ry to God in the high - est, and peace to God’s peo- ple on earth.
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1 Lord God, heav-en-ly Kking, al- might-y  God and Fa- ther, we
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2 Lord Je - sus Christ, on - ly Son of the Fa-ther,
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at theright hand of the Fa - ther: re - ceive our prayer.
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you a- lone are the Most High, Je-sus Christ,withthe Ho- ly Spir - it,
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in the glo-ry of God the Fa- ther. A - men



Prayer of the Day

Benevolent God, you are the source, the guide, and the goal of our lives. Teach us to
love what is worth loving, to reject what is offensive to you, and to treasure what is
precious in your sight, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

The Reading: Colossians 3:1-11

1So if you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ
is, seated at the right hand of God. 2 Set your minds on the things that are above, not
on the things that are on earth, 3for you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ
in God. 4When Christ who is your life is revealed, then you also will be revealed with
him in glory.

> Put to death, therefore, whatever in you is earthly: sexual immorality, impurity,
passion, evil desire, and greed (which is idolatry). ® On account of these the wrath of
God is coming on those who are disobedient. " These are the ways you also once
followed, when you were living that life. 8 But now you must get rid of all such things:
anger, wrath, malice, slander, and abusive language from your mouth. ° Do not lie to
one another, seeing that you have stripped off the old self with its practices '°and
have clothed yourselves with the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge
according to the image of its creator. "' In that renewal there is no longer Greek and
Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, enslaved and free, but Christ
is all and in all!
The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.
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You have the words of e - ter - nal life. Al-le-lu - ia.



Gospel: Luke 12:13-21 Glory to you, O Lord.

13Someone in the crowd said to [Jesus,] “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the family
inheritance with me.” ' But he said to him, “Friend, who set me to be a judge or
arbitrator over you?” > And he said to them, “Take care! Be on your guard against all
kinds of greed, for one’s life does not consist in the abundance of

possessions.” 1®Then he told them a parable: “The land of a rich man produced
abundantly. 7 And he thought to himself, ‘What should I do, for I have no place to
store my crops?’ '8 Then he said, ‘I will do this: I will pull down my barns and build
larger ones, and there I will store all my grain and my goods. " And I will say to my
soul, Soul, you have ample goods laid up for many years; relax, eat, drink, be

merry.’ 29 But God said to him, 'You fool! This very night your life is being demanded
of you. And the things you have prepared, whose will they be?’ 2" So it is with those
who store up treasures for themselves but are not rich toward God.”

Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon ~ Please remain seated until the Meal ~



Break Now the Bread of Life ELW 515
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1 Break now the bread of life, dear Lord, to me, as once you
2 Bless your own word of truth, dear Lord, to me, as when you
3 You are the bread of life, dear Lord, to me, your ho - ly
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broke the loaves be - side the sea. Be - yond the sa- cred page
blessedthe bread by Gal - i - lee. Then shall all bond-age cease,
word the truth that res - cues me. Give me to eat and live
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I seek you, Lord; my spir-it waits for you, O liv-ing Word.
all  fet-ters fall; and I shall find my peace, my All - in - All!
with you a - bove; teach me to love your truth, for you are love.

Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the
Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified,
died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will
come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.

Amen.



Prayers of the People

In solidarity with all creation, we join our voice to the voice of the whole church and
pray for the needs of the world.

A brief silence.

Renew in your church a perspective of life beyond worldly pursuits. Build an
enthusiasm to embrace life in Christ, so that Christ, the life of the world, is
revealed to everyone. God of grace, hear our prayer.

Revitalize and protect the treasures of wild places. Teach all people to value the
earth, winds, waters, trees, and animals, the gifts that make life possible on this
planet. God of grace, hear our prayer.

Speak wisdom to any in positions of power, that they cease practices of divisiveness,
insult, and oppression. Clothe all people in your image and establish equity and
peace. God of grace, hear our prayer.

Reveal your loving presence in the lives of people suffering hunger and need, illness
and grief, pain and fear, especially Doris Dickman, Carla Maurer, Nancy Camburn,
Mary Clifton, Diana Gerber, Kim Stocker, Janet Bergstrom, Ginny Dorsey, Dan & Mary
Gleghorn, John & Tacy Raymaley, Debbie, Katie, Shelly, Shari, Beth, Linda Griffith, and
Damaris Cardonne. God of grace, hear our prayer.

Store up in this congregation a full measure of gratitude and generosity. Guide the
work of treasurers and all who attend to financial matters. Support those whose
work in our community is difficult and demanding; make us mindful of the toil
that goes unnoticed. God of grace, hear our prayer.

Receive our thanks for the lives of your saints who now rest from their labors. Give us
wisdom through their witness and encourage us in love as we continue our lives
in the world. God of grace, hear our prayer.

Trusting in your lovingkindness, we place our prayer and hope in you, in the name of
Jesus Christ. Amen.



The Sharing of the Peace

Special Music I Believe in The Son Dawn Horner

Meal

Great Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Preface

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus
Christ; who on this day overcomes death and the grave, and by his glorious
resurrection opens to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of
angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and
join their unending hymn:
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The Words of Institution
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for
you. Do this for the remembrance of me

Again after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord's
death until he comes. Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.



The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and
the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Communion

All baptized Christians are welcome to participate in Holy Communion. We ask children
who have not had First Communion instruction, or adults who do not wish to receive
communion, to keep their hands folded and they will receive a blessing.

*Gluten free and apple juice options are available.

Post-Communion Prayer

Mothering God, you gathered us to your table and we drank deeply of your grace.
Send us out by your Spirit to love our neighbors as ourselves and proclaim your love
in Jesus' name.

Amen.
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Son of God, Eternal Savior ELW 655
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I Son of God, e - ter - nal Sav-ior, source of life and truth and grace,
2 As you, Lord, have lived for oth-ers, so may we for oth - ers live.
3 Come, O Christ, and reign a - mong us, King of love and Prince of peace;
4 Son of God, e - ter - nal Sav-ior, source of life and truth and grace,
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Word made flesh,whose birth a - mong us hal - lows all our hu - man race,
Free - ly = have your gifts been grant-ed; free-ly may your ser - vants give.
hush the storm of strife and pas-sion, bid its cru-el dis - cords cease.
Word made flesh,whose birth a - mong us hal - lows all our hu - man race:
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you  our head,who, throned in glo-ry, for your own will ev - er plead:
Yours the gold and yours the sil-ver, yours the wealth of land and sea;
By your pa-tient years of toil-ing, by your si-lent hours of pain,
by your pray-ing, by  your will-ing that your peo-ple should be one,
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fill us with your love and pit - vy,
we but stew-ards of  your boun-ty held in
quench our fe-vered thirst of
grant,
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heal our wrong, and help our need.
sol - emn trust will be.
plea-sure, stem our self - ish  greed of gain.
oh, grant our hope’s fru - i - tion: here on earth your will

be done.



Blessing
The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord's face shine on you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace. Thanks be to God.

Dismissal
Go in peace. Live by the Spirit.
Thanks be to God.
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