St. Stephen Lutheran Church

19t Sunday after Pentecost
October 4, 2026 9:30am

Rooted in our Tradition, Open to Yours

Welcome and Prelude

Confession and Forgiveness

Blessed be the holy Trinity, *+ one God, who pours love into our hearts and healing
upon the earth.
Amen.

Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith,
let us confess our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Compassionate God,

we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness in the world and in our
own hearts. Creation groans from overuse. Jealousy and bitterness strain our
relationships. Indifference keeps us from seeking justice. Divisions disrupt your
call to show genuine love to others. Turn our hearts back to you. Restore our
world and reconcile us to one another. Renew us to live as your holy people,
following the way of Jesus Christ.

Amen.

Hear this good news:

We have peace with God through ¥ Jesus Christ, in whom there is no condemnation,
but only forgiveness and the promise of eternal life. Receive freely this healing gift
of grace.

Amen.



Thine the Amen

ELW 826 vs 1,3,5

0
pin [r— e T [m— e :
[ (4n ez | I I I | & I I s | | | |
%;*l—.!——d—J—d—’ e v o o * o —
1 Thine the a - men thine the praise al - le - lu - ias an - gels raise
2 Thine the life e - ter - nal - ly thine the prom-ise let there be
3 Thine the tru - ly thine the yes thine the ta - ble we the guest
4 Thine the king-dom thine the prize thine the won-der full sur-prise
5 Thine the glo -ry in the night no more dy -ing on - ly light
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thine the ev - er - last-ing head thine the  break-ing of the bread
thine the vi - sion thine the tree all the  ecarth on bend-ed knee
thine the mer-cy all from thee thine the glo -1ty yet to be
thine the  ban-quet then the praise then the jus - tice of thy ways
thine the  1iv - er thine the tree then the Lamb ¢ - ter - nal - ly
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thine the glo - ry thine the sto - ry thine the  har - vest then the cup
gone the nail -ing gone the rail -ing gone the plead-ing gone the cry
then the ring-ing and the sing-ing then the end of all the war
thine the glo - ry thine the sto - ry then the wel-come to the least
then the ho-ly ho-1ly ho-1ly cel -e - bra-tion ju - bi- lee
0
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thine the vine-yard then the cup is lift-ed up lift - ed up.
gone the sigh -ing gone the dy - ing what was loss  lift - ed  high.
thine the liv - ing thine the lov - ing ev - er - more ev - er - more.
then the won -der all in-creas-ing at thy feast at thy feast.
thine the splen-dor thine the bright-ness on - ly thee on - ly thee.

Greeting

The grace of Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy

Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.
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Assisting minister
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Glory to God in the highest, and peace to God’s peo - ple on earth.
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Lord God, heav-en-ly King,al-might-y God and Fa - ther,
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we wor-ship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glo -ry.
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Lord Je-sus Christ, on-ly Son of the Fa-ther, Lord God, Lamb of God,
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you take a-way the sin of the world: have mer-cy on us;
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you are seat-ed at the right hand of the Fa - ther: Te -ceive our prayer.
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For you a - lone are the Ho-1ly One, you a-lone are the Lord,
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you a - lone are the Most High, Je-sus Christ, with the Ho-ly Spir - it,
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in the glo - ry of God the Fa - ther A -



Prayer of the Day

Beloved God, from you come all things that are good. Lead us by the inspiration of
your Spirit to know those things that are right, and by your merciful guidance, help us
to do them, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

The Reading Isaiah 5:1-7

T will sing for my beloved my love song concerning his vineyard: My beloved had
a vineyard on a very fertile hill. 2He dug it and cleared it of stones and planted it with
choice vines; he built a watchtower in the midst of it and hewed out a wine vat in it;
he expected it to yield grapes, but it yielded rotten grapes.

3 And now, inhabitants of Jerusalem and people of Judah, judge between me and
my vineyard. 4What more was there to do for my vineyard that I have not done in it?
When [ expected it to yield grapes, why did it yield rotten grapes?

> And now I will tell you what I will do to my vineyard. I will remove its hedge, and it
shall be devoured; I will break down its wall, and it shall be trampled down. 6T will
make it a wasteland; it shall not be pruned or hoed, and it shall be overgrown with
briers and thorns; I will also command the clouds that they rain no rain upon it.

" For the vineyard of the LORD of hosts is the house of Israel, and the people of
Judah are his cherished garden; he expected justice but saw bloodshed;
righteousness but heard a cry!

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
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Gospel: Matthew 21:33-46 Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said:] 33 “Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who planted a
vineyard, put a fence around it, dug a winepress in it, and built a watchtower. Then
he leased it to tenants and went away. 3* When the harvest time had come, he sent
his slaves to the tenants to collect his produce. ° But the tenants seized his slaves
and beat one, killed another, and stoned another. 3¢ Again he sent other slaves, more
than the first, and they treated them in the same way. 3’ Then he sent his son to
them, saying, ‘They will respect my son.’ 3 But when the tenants saw the son, they
said to themselves, 'This is the heir; come, let us kill him and get his inheritance.’ *°So
they seized him, threw him out of the vineyard, and killed him. 4 Now when the
owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those tenants?” 4! They said to him,
“He will put those wretches to a miserable death and lease the vineyard to other
tenants who will give him the produce at the harvest time.”

42 Jesus said to them, “"Have you never read in the scriptures:

‘The stone that the builders rejected

has become the cornerstone;
this was the Lord’s doing,
and it is amazing in our eyes'?

43 "Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to
a people that produces its fruits. ¢ The one who falls on this stone will be broken to
pieces, and it will crush anyone on whom it falls.”

4>When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they realized that
he was speaking about them. 46 They wanted to arrest him, but they feared the
crowds, because they regarded him as a prophet.

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon ~Please remain seated until the meal~
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My Song Is Love Unknown

ELW 343 vs 1-4
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for mmy sake my Lord should take fraill  flesh  and die?
friend in - deed, who at my need his lifse  did spend!
al  our breath, and for his death we thirsti and CTy.
suf - f'ing goes that he  his foes from thence might free.
5 In life no house, no home 6 Here might I stay and sing—
my Lord on earth might have; no story so divine!
in death no friendly tomb Never was love, dear King,
but what a stranger gave. never was grief like thine.
What may I say? Heav'n was his home This is my friend, in whose swest praise -
bt mine the tomb wherein he lay. Tall my days could sladly spend!



Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the
Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified,
died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he
will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.



Prayers of the People
Seeking the Spirit of God who makes all things new, we pray for the church and the
world.

A brief silence.

God of every generation, we give thanks for all who have sought to renew and
transform your holy church. Inspire us to follow their example in our own day.
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

God of every creature, bless and protect the earth and all those who dwell within it.
We give thanks for those who have helped us to see your Spirit in creation.
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

God of every tribe and nation, restore peace to the world’s conflict zones and shelter
those who live within them. We pray especially for the safety of displaced people
and refugees. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

God of every comfort, you made us in your own image. Grant healing and relief to all
who are sick or suffering, especially Inge, Dave & Pam, Judy, Scott, Nancy, Ted &
Jacqui, Dan & Mary, Beth, Janet, Todd, Mary, Doris, Bud, Donna, Jill, Arianna, Amelia,
Jareth and all those we hold in our hearts.

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

God of every truth, you draw us nearer to you through your holy word. We give
thanks for teachers of the faith Fill their hearts with your Spirit, that they inspire
others with your truth.

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

God of every soul, you are the one who calls us home. We give thanks for all the
saints who have been restored to perfect unity with you.
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Trusting in your boundless grace, O God, we lift up these spoken prayers and those in
our hearts; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.



The Sharing of the Peace

Meal

Great Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Preface

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus
Christ; who on this day overcomes death and the grave, and by his glorious
resurrection opens to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of
angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and
join their unending hymn:
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Ho-ly, ho - ly, ho - ly Lord, God of pow’r and might,
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comes in  the name of the Lord. Ho-san - na in the high - est.

The Words of Institution

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for
you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord's
death until he comes. Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
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The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and
the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Communion
All baptized Christians are welcome to participate in Holy Communion. We ask children

who have not had First Communion instruction, or adults who do not wish to receive
communion, to keep their hands folded and they will receive a blessina.
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sin of the world; grant us peace.

Post-Communion Prayer

Sustaining God, with this bread and cup, you nourish us with mercy and abundant
life. By your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy world. Make us living
signs of your liberation, healing, and love, following the way of Jesus, in whose name
we pray. Amen.
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Jesus Loves Mel ELW 595
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1 Je-sus loves me! this I know, for the Bi-ble tells me so;
2 Je-sus loves me! he who died heav - en’s gates to 0o - pen wide;
3 Je-sus loves me! he will stay close be - side me all  the way;
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lit - tle ones to him be-long, they are weak, but he is strong.
he will wash a - way my sin, let his lit - tle child come in.
when at last 1 come to die, he will take me home on high.
Refrain
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Yes, Je - sus loves me, yes, Je - sus loves me,
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yes, Je - sus  loves me, the Bi - ble tells me SO.
Blessing

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord's face shine on you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace. Thanks be to God.

Dismissal

Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace.
Thanks be to God.
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