
                                         Sunday, October 12, 2025                                              

                                         18th Sunday after Pentecost                                           

                        

St. Stephen Lutheran Church                                   

                                                       Rooted in our Tradition, Open to Yours                                         

 

 

 

Welcome and Prelude   

                                                                

Confession and Forgiveness 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, our maker, our helper, and our keeper. 

Amen. 

 

Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one 

another.  

 
Silence is kept for reflection.  
 

Merciful and loving God, we are your stiff-necked people. 

We trample on the needy. 

We grumble about your grace to others. 

We turn away from the poor. 

Have mercy on us and forgive our sins.  

Rejoice over us as ones who were lost and have been found. 

Amen. 

 

Even when we are faithless, God remains faithful. 

Jesus Christ came into the world to save sinners. 

You who were lost have been found. 

In the name of ☩ Jesus, your sins are forgiven! 

Amen. 
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Praise, My Soul the God of Heaven                                                  ELW 864 

 

 

Greeting                                                                                                                                                

The grace of Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 

be with you all.  And also with you. 
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Prayer of the Day       

Almighty and most merciful God, your bountiful goodness fills all creation. Keep us 

safe from all that may hurt us, that, whole and well in body and spirit, we may with 

grateful hearts accomplish all that you would have us do, through Jesus Christ, our 

Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 
 

 

The Reading:  Psalm 111 

 1 Hallelujah! I will give thanks to the LORD with my whole heart, 

  in the assembly of the upright, in the congregation. 

 2 Great are your works, O LORD, 

  pondered by all who delight in them.  

 3 Majesty and splendor mark your deeds, 

  and your righteousness endures forever. 

 4 You cause your wonders to be remembered; 

  you are gracious and full of compassion. 

 5 You give food to those who fear you, 

  remembering forever your covenant. 

 6 You have shown your people the power of your works 

  in giving them the lands of the nations.  

 7 The works of your hands are faithfulness and justice; 

  all of your precepts are sure. 

 8 They stand fast forever and ever, 

  because they are done in truth and equity. 

 9 You sent redemption to your people and commanded your covenant forever; 

  holy and awesome is your name. 

 10 The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom; 

  all who practice this have a good understanding. God’s praise endures forever. 
 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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Gospel:  Luke 17:11-19  Glory to you, O Lord.    

11 On the way to Jerusalem Jesus was going through the region between Samaria and 

Galilee. 12 As he entered a village, ten men with a skin disease approached him. 

Keeping their distance, 13 they called out, saying, “Jesus, Master, have mercy on 

us!” 14 When he saw them, he said to them, “Go and show yourselves to the priests.” 

And as they went, they were made clean. 15 Then one of them, when he saw that he 

was healed, turned back, praising God with a loud voice. 16 He prostrated himself at 

Jesus’s feet and thanked him. And he was a Samaritan. 17 Then Jesus asked, “Were not 

ten made clean? So where are the other nine? 18 Did none of them return to give glory 

to God except this foreigner?” 19 Then he said to him, “Get up and go on your way; 

your faith has made you well.” 
 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

 

 

Sermon                     ~  Please remain seated until the Meal  ~ 
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Oh, For a Thousand Tongues to Sing                                 ELW 886 vs 1,2,5,6  

 

 

Apostles’ Creed                                                                                                                                           

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.                                                  

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 

Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 

died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will 

come to judge the living and the dead.                                                                                                                              

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.   

Amen. 
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Prayers of the People                                                                                           

Renewed in God’s everlasting grace, let us pray for the church, the world, and all 

creation. 
 

A brief silence. 
 

Gracious God, you lead your people to faith. Remind the church that your word flows 

into the world. By your Spirit, teach the church to share the word of God for the 

sake of the world. God of grace, receive our prayer. 
 

Creating God, you provided cleansing and healing waters for Naaman. Water the 

earth’s lands in parched places. Restore clean water to all communities, and guide 

the work of all who advocate for safe and abundant water supplies. God of grace, 

receive our prayer. 
 

Righteous One, you bring justice and wholeness throughout the world, and your 

righteousness endures forever. By your spirit, guide leaders of all nations and 

lands to right relationship with you and with one another. God of grace, 

receive our prayer.  
 

Merciful God, you know the needs of your people. Show mercy to those suffering in 

the world. Comfort those in need of your healing, especially Bud Crookshank , Carolyn 

Pogany, Ginny Dorsey, Doris Dickman, Diana Gerber, Janet Bergstrom, Dan & Mary 

Gleghorn, John & Tacy Raymaley, Beth, RAHAB Ministries, and all those we hold in our 

hearts. God of grace, receive our prayer. 
 

Life-giving God, you free us by your word. Help us, by your Spirit, to be 

transformed to live your word of freedom in our teaching, preaching, and 

serving. God of grace, receive our prayer. 
 

Holy God, thank you for the witness of those who have died in faith. Guide us to 

trust in the baptismal promise of resurrection in Christ. God of grace, 

receive our prayer. 
 

We offer our prayers, O God, trusting in your everlasting grace and mercy, through 

Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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The Sharing of the Peace 

 

 

Special Music                         Let There Be Peace                         St. Stephen Choir             

                                                          D. Wagner 

 

 

Meal 

 

Great Thanksgiving 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

 

 

Preface  

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus 

Christ; who on this day overcomes death and the grave, and by his glorious 

resurrection opens to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of 

angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and 

join their unending hymn: 
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The Words of Institution                                                                                                       

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for 

you.  Do this for the remembrance of me 

Again after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 

forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the remembrance of me.          

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s 

death until he comes.  Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer   

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 

us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and 

the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 
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Communion                                                                                                                                       
All baptized Christians are welcome to participate in Holy Communion.  We ask children 

who have not had First Communion instruction, or adults who do not wish to receive 

communion, to keep their hands folded and they will receive a blessing.                                   

*Gluten free and apple juice options are available. 

 

 
 

 

Post-Communion Prayer                                                                                                          

O God, through this meal you have strengthened and appointed us to be your 

servants. Send us to do good and to share our possessions with all in need. We ask 

this in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
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Go, My Children, With My Blessing                                                     ELW 543                                                

 

Blessing 

The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.  

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Dismissal 

Go in peace. Do not lose heart. 

Thanks be to God. 
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