Sunday, February 1, 2026
Fourth Sunday after
Epiphany

St. Stephen Lutheran Church

Rooted in our Tradition, Open to Yours

Confession and Forgiveness

Blessed be the holy Trinity, *+ one God, the Creator of heaven and earth,
the Word who spoke life into being, the Wind stirring the waters.
Amen.

Let us turn in confession to the one who knows us completely.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Mighty God, lover of justice,

you call us to life in community, but we have served our own interests

at the expense of our neighbors.

We have sown deceit where honesty was needed.

We say the right words, but our hearts are far from you.

Turn us to seek your face.

Knit us together and give us the mind of Christ, that we may do justice, love
mercy, and walk humbly with you, our God.

Amen.

The former things have passed away, and new things God now declares:

Like a spring of water that never fails, God covers you in the righteousness of Christ,
and forgives your sin in & Jesus' name. May the Spirit give you strength to live for
others, and bless you with the gift of peace.

Amen.



Rejoice, Ye Pure in Heart! ELW 873
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1 Re - joice, ye pure in heart!  Re - joice, give thanks,and sing;
2 With voice as full and strong as 0 - cean’s surg - ing praise,
3 With all the an - gel choirs, with all the saints on earth
4 Still lift  your stan-dard high, still march in firm ar - ray,
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your fes - tal ban - ner wave on high, the cross of Christ your king.
send forth the stur - dy hymnsof old, the psalms of an - cient days.
pour out the strains of joy and bliss, true rap - ture, no - blest mirth.
as pil - grims through the dark - nesswend till dawns the gol-den day.
Refrain
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Re - joice! Re - joice! Re - joice, give thanks, and sing!
5 At last the march shall end; 6 Praise God who reigns on high,
the wearied ones shall rest; the Lord whom we adore:
the pilgrims find their home at last,  the Father, Son, and Spirit blest,
Jerusalem the blest. Refrain one God forevermore. Refrain
Greetin

The grace of Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all. And also with you.



Assisting minister
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Glory to God in the highest,
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and peace to God’s peo - ple on earth.
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Lord God, heav-en-ly King,al-might-y God and Fa - ther,
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we wor-ship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glo -ry.
n J— [
7 T 1 E—— e ; R —
G Mﬂ—r—‘—ﬁ:
Lord Je-sus Christ, on-ly Son of the Fa-ther, Lord God, Lamb of God,
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you take a-way the sin of the world: have mer -cy on us;
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you are seat-ed at the right hand of the Fa - ther: Te - ceive our prayer.
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For you a - lone are the Ho-ly One, you a-lone are the Lord,
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you a - lone are the Most High, Je-sus Christ, with the Ho-ly Spir - it,
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in the glo - ry of God the Fa - ther. A - men



Prayer of the Day

Holy God, you confound the world’s wisdom in giving your kingdom to the lowly and
the pure in heart. Give us such a hunger and thirst for justice, and perseverance in
striving for peace, that in our words and deeds the world may see the life of your Son,
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

The Reading: 1 Corinthians 1:18-31
8 The message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us
who are being saved it is the power of God. ° For it is written,

“I will destroy the wisdom of the wise,

and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.”
20 Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scholar? Where is the debater of this
age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 2! For since, in the wisdom
of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, God decided, through the
foolishness of the proclamation, to save those who believe. ?? For Jews ask for signs
and Greeks desire wisdom, 23 but we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling block to
Jews and foolishness to gentiles, * but to those who are the called, both Jews and
Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. %> For God's foolishness is
wiser than human wisdom, and God's weakness is stronger than human strength.

26 Consider your own call, brothers and sisters: not many of you were wise by
human standards, not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. 2’ But God
chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the
world to shame the strong; 2 God chose what is low and despised in the world, things
that are not, to abolish things that are, >° so that no one might boast in the presence
of God. 3°In contrast, God is why you are in Christ Jesus, who became for us wisdom
from God, and righteousness and sanctification and redemption, 3'in order that, as it
is written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.”

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God
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words of e - ter - nal life. Al-le-1u - ia. Al-le-Iu - ia.

The Reading: Gospel: Matthew 5:1-12 Glory to you, O Lord.

TWhen Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain, and after he sat down, his
disciples came to him. 2 And he began to speak and taught them, saying:

3“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

4"Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.

> "Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.

6 “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled.

""Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy.

8“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.

9"Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.

10“Blessed are those who are persecuted for the sake of righteousness, for theirs is
the kingdom of heaven.

11“Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of
evil against you falsely on my account. "> Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great
in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.”

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon



O God of Mercy, God of Light

ELW 714
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1 O God of mer - cy, God of  light, in love and
2 You sent your Son to die for all, that our lost
3 Teachus the les - son Je sus  taught:  to feel  for
4 For all are kin - dred, far and wide, since Je - sus
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mer - ¢y m - fi - nite, teach us, as ev - er
world might  hear your oh, hear us lest we
those  his blood has  bought, that ev - 'ry deed and
Christ  for all has died; grant us the will, and
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in your sight, to our lives in you.
stray  and fall! We our hope in you.
word and  thought may work a work for you.
grace pro - vide, to them all in you.

5 In sickness, sorrow, want, or care,
may we each other’s burdens share;
may we, where help is needed, there
give help as though to you.

6 And may your Holy Spirit move
all those who live to live in love,
till you receive in heav’n above
all those who live in you.




Scout Blessing

Boy Scouts of America—now known as Scouting America—was founded on February
8, 1910. Fifty-six years later, in 1966, Troop 273 began its chartered journey at

St. Stephen, establishing a partnership that has shaped generations of young people.
In 1999, this charter grew to include Cub Scouts, and in 2011 a Venturing Crew for
boys and girls ages 14-20 was added, expanding the reach of Scouting within our
community.

In time, a second troop—Troop 7273, a Scouts BSA troop for female youth—was
formed and has since united with Troop 273 to create a co-ed, family troop. Across
these many years, Scouts and leaders from Troop 273, Pack 3273, and Crew 2273 have
learned, served, grown in character, and offered their gifts in service to the greater
community.

Each of these Scouts has stood and spoken the Scout Oath, pledging to do their best
for their country and for God. In partnership with St. Stephen, they have sought God’s
guidance—and the support of their troop, pack, or crew—as they strive to embody
the ideals of trustworthiness, loyalty, helpfulness, friendliness, courtesy, kindness,
obedience, cheerfulness, thriftiness, bravery, cleanliness, and reverence.

As we observe the 116th anniversary of Scouting in the United States, we honor this
enduring partnership and give thanks for the ongoing, mutual relationship between
Scouting and St. Stephen—a relationship that continues to nurture young people in
faith, service, and character.

I ask all current and past scouts to stand at this time.
Let us pray:

O God, your will is that all your children should grow into fullness of life. We lift to you the
ministry of scouting. We offer you thanks for camping, to teach us that the world is our great
home; for study and work, to build character; for service, to see our responsibility to those in
need; for encouragement in genuine patriotism and vital faith. Bless the work of scouting, in
this place and around the world, that, through its efforts, the young may, like our Lord,
increase in wisdom and in stature, and in favor with you and all people. Amen.
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Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the
Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified,
died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will
come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.

Prayers of the People
As God's beloved children united in Christ, let us pray for the church, the whole
human community, and the well-being of the earth, our home.

A brief silence

God our wisdom, renew the church in the power of the Spirit, that it may do justice,
love kindness, live humbly, and boldly proclaim Christ crucified. We pray for social
justice and humanitarian aid ministries. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

God our source, we honor you by caring wisely for your creation. We pray for the
health of old growth forests, ice caps, and ocean currents. Preserve the diversity of
life on earth. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

God our righteousness, raise up visionary leaders who serve with integrity and respect
human rights. Increase freedom in every nation. Protect educators, journalists,
artists, and religious activists who are reviled for speaking truth.

Merciful God, receive our prayer.

God our advocate, you give hope to all who suffer because of persecution, poverty, or
war. Comfort any who grieve or suffer in any way, especially Donna, Roger, Todd, Ted
& Jacqui Jarmol, Larry Tucker, Bud Crookshank, Carolyn Pogany, Doris Dickman, Diana
Gerber, Janet Bergstrom, Dan & Mary Gleghorn, John & Tacy Raymaley, Beth, comfort
for the Elaine Hedrick family and all those we hold in our hearts. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.
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God our blessing, we pray for the children and youth of this congregation, and for
parents, grandparents, mentors, and teachers, who model love for their
neighbor and care for others. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

God our joy, we give thanks for the lives of those before us who journeyed humbly
with you. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Confident that the Holy Spirit receives our prayers and answers us, we commend all
for whom we pray to God's loving-kindness made known to us in Christ Jesus our
Savior. Amen.

The Sharing of the Peace

Special Music In the Silence of the Moment St. Stephen Choir
-Suo-Gan

Meal

Great Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Preface

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus
Christ; who on this day overcomes death and the grave, and by his glorious
resurrection opens to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of
angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and
join their unending hymn:
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0 . |
[ 1 4 I L] | I Il |
” & y I  — | ! !/ Q I I ! /) I I |
comes in  the name of the Lord. Ho-san - na in the high - est.

The Words of Institution

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for
you. Do this for the remembrance of me

Again after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s
death until he comes. Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

The Lord's Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and
the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
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Communion

All baptized Christians are welcome to participate in Holy Communion. We ask children
who have not had First Communion instruction, or adults who do not wish to receive
communion, to keep their hands folded and they will receive a blessing.
*Gluten free and apple juice options are available.
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sin of the world;

grant

us

peace.

Post-Communion Prayer

Radiant God, we have seen your glory in the face of Jesus Christ.

In the sacrament of his body and blood you have drawn us to your heart.

Send us from this table with delight, that our lives may reflect the beauty of your love,
and bear witness to all we have seen and heard, through Jesus Christ, our Savior

and Lord. Amen.
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Rise Up, O Saints of God! ELW 669 vs 1,2,4,5
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I Rise up, O saints of God! From vain am - bi- tions turn;
2 Speak out, O saints of God! De - spair en - gulfs earth’s frame;
3 Rise up, O saints of God! The  king-dom’s task em - brace;
4 Give heed, O saints of God! Cre - a - tion cries in pain;
5 Com - mit your hearts to seek the paths which Christ has  trod;
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Christ rose tri - um-phant that your hearts with no - bler zeal might burn.
as heirs of God’s bap - tis - mal grace, the word of hope pro - claim.
re - dress sin’s cru - el con - se-quence; give jus - tice larg - er place.
stretch forth your hand of heal-ing now, with love the weak sus - tain.
and, quick-ened by the Spir-it’s pow’r, rise up, O saints of God!
Blessing

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord's face shine on you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace. Thanks be to God.

Dismissal
Go in peace. Keep awake.
Thanks be to God.
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