Sunday, April 5, 2026
Resurrection of Our Lord: Easter

G St. Stephen Lutheran Church

— -

Rooted in our Tradition, Open to Yours
A Welcome and Prelude

Thanksgiving for Baptism
Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen, indeed. Alleluia!

Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne and to the Lamb!
Amen.
Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism.

Merciful God,

you are the one who was, who is, and who is to come. You lead us beside still waters.
We thank you for the waters of creation: morning dew, gentle rain, roaring waves.
We thank you for the waters that nourish us.

Blessed are you.

You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Jesus Christ, you are the faithful witness who accompanies us on our journeys.
We give you thanks for your life-giving death and resurrection.

We praise you for joining us in joy and sorrow.

Blessed are you.

You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup overflows.
Break down barriers that divide us. Fill us with the breath of peace.
Blessed are you.

You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism, and for making us a new creation.
We join with saints and angels, giving you honor and praise, now and forever.
Amen.



Jesus Christ Is Risen Today ELW 365
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1 Je - sus Christ is ris'n to - day, Al - le - lu - ia!
2 Hymns of praise then let us sing, Al - le - lu - ia!
3 But the pains which he en - dured, Al - le - u - ia!
4 Sing we to our God a - bove, Al - le - lu - ia!
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our tri - um-phant ho - ly day, Al - le - lu - ia!
un - to Christ, our heav’'n-ly Kking, Al - le - lu - ia!
our sal - va - tion have pro-cured; Al - le - lu - ia!
praise ¢ - ter - nal as  his love; Al - le - u - ia!
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who did once up - on the cross, Al - le - lu - ia!
who en-dured the «cross and grave, Al - le - lu - ia!
now a - bove the sky he’s king, Al - le - Iu - ia!
praise him, all you heav’'n-ly host, Al - le - lu - ia!
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suf - fer to re - deem our loss. Al - le - lu - ial
sin - ners to re - deem and save. Al - le - lu - ia!
where the an-gels ev - er sing. Al - le - lu - ial
Fa - ther, Son, and Ho - ly Ghost. Al - le - Iu - 1ia!
Greeting

The grace of Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all. And also with you.
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Glory to God in the highest, and peace to God’s peo - ple on earth.
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Lord God, heav-en-ly King,al-might-y God and Fa - ther,
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we wor-ship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glo -ry.
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Lord Je-sus Christ, on-ly Son of the Fa-ther, Lord God, Lamb of God,
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you take a-way the sin of the world: have mer -cy on us;
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you are seat-ed at the right hand of the Fa - ther: re - ceive our prayer.
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For you a - lone are the Ho-ly One, you a-lone are the Lord,
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you a - lone are the Most High, Je-sus Christ, with the Ho-ly Spir - it,
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in the glo - ry of God the Fa - ther A - men



Prayer of the Day

O God, you gave your only Son to suffer death on the cross for our redemption, and
by his glorious resurrection you delivered us from the power of death. Make us die
every day to sin, that we may live with him forever in the joy of the resurrection,
through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

The First Reading: Acts 10:34-43

34 Peter began to speak to [the people]: "I truly understand that God shows no
partiality, 3> but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is
acceptable to him. 3¢ You know the message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching
peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all. 3’ That message spread throughout Judea,
beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John announced: 38 how God anointed
Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about doing
good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. 3°We
are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death
by hanging him on a tree; “° but God raised him on the third day and allowed him to
appear, 41 not to all the people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses, and
who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. > He commanded us to
preach to the people and to testify that he is the one ordained by God as judge of the
living and the dead. 43 All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes
in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.”

Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24 (Please read responsively)
1 Give thanks to the LORD, for the LORD is good,;
God's mercy endures forever.
’Let Israel now declare,
“God’s mercy endures forever.”
14The LoRrD is my strength and my song,
and has become my salvation.
1>Shouts of rejoicing and salvation echo in the tents of the righteous:
“The right hand of the LoRD acts valiantly!
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16 The right hand of the LORD is exalted!
The right hand of the LORD acts valiantly!”
71 shall not die, but live,
and declare the works of the LoRD.
18The LorD indeed punished me sorely,
but did not hand me over to death.
9 Open for me the gates of righteousness;
I will enter them and give thanks to the LORD.
20"This is the gate of the LORD;
here the righteous may enter.”
211 give thanks to you, for you have answered me
and you have become my salvation.
22The stone that the builders rejected
has become the chief cornerstone.
23 By the LoRrD has this been done;
it is marvelous in our eyes.
24 This is the day that the LORD has made;
let us rejoice and be glad in it.

The Second Reading: Colossians 3:1-4
1f you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is,

seated at the right hand of God. 2 Set your minds on the things that are above, not on

the things that are on earth, 3for you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in
God. #When Christ who is your life is revealed, then you also will be revealed with him

in glory.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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words of e - ter - nal life. Al-le-lu - ia. Al-le-Iu - ia.

Gospel: Matthew 28:1-10 Glory to you, O Lord.

1 After the Sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary Magdalene and
the other Mary went to see the tomb. 2 And suddenly there was a great earthquake,
for an angel of the Lord, descending from heaven, came and rolled back the stone
and sat on it. 3 His appearance was like lightning and his clothing white as snow. 4 For
fear of him the guards shook and became like dead men. > But the angel said to the
women, “Do not be afraid, for I know that you are looking for Jesus who was
crucified. ® He is not here, for he has been raised, as he said. Come, see the place
where he lay. " Then go quickly and tell his disciples, ‘He has been raised from the
dead, and indeed he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him." This is
my message for you.” 8 So they left the tomb quickly with fear and great joy and ran
to tell his disciples. ? Suddenly Jesus met them and said, “Greetings!” And they came
to him, took hold of his feet, and worshiped him. '° Then Jesus said to them, “Do not
be afraid; go and tell my brothers and sisters to go to Galilee; there they will see me.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon
~ Please remain seated until the Meal ~



That Easter Day with Joy Was Bright ELW 384
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1 That Eas - ter day with  joy was bright; the
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sun  shone out with  fair - er light when, to their long - ing
con - stant love our hearts pos-sess; to you our lips will
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eyes re - stored, thea-pos - tles saw their ris - en Lord!
ev - er raise the trib - ute of our grate - ful praise.
strength and shield from ev - ’ry weap - on death can wield.
e - qual praise, and God the Spir - it, now we raise!



Nicene Creed

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of
all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of
the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten,
not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. For
us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy
Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was
crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third
day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to
judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the
Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and
apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We
look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.



Prayers of the People
Trusting in the power of Christ's resurrection to heal and redeem our broken world,
let us pray for the needs of all creation.

A brief silence.

Risen Savior, you have conquered death and opened the gates of everlasting life.
Dispel our doubts and fears and renew our faith and hope in you.
Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Life-giving God, the created world rejoices in Christ’s victory over death. May all the
earth be renewed by the light of Jesus’ resurrection, and may we be faithful
stewards of all you have made.

Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Sovereign God, let the nations acknowledge your reign of justice and truth. Where
violence, oppression, and corruption hold sway, pour out your holy and life-
giving Spirit to transform and redeem.

Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Gentle Shepherd, like the women at the empty tomb, many grieve or feel lost and
afraid. Draw near to those who are ill or in pain, especially Jill, Nancy, Ted & Jacqui,
Dan & Mary, Beth, Janet, Todd, Doris, Bud, Donna, John Luoma and all those we hold
in our hearts.

Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Faithful God, we thank you for the living hope you give us through Christ’s
resurrection. Bless this community, that we may boldly proclaim Christ’s victory
over death in word and deed.

Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Eternal One, we give thanks for all who have died and now share in the joy of your
resurrection. Bring us, with them, to the unending feast of your victory.
Merciful God, receive our prayer.

God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good news of
new life to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior.
Amen.



The Sharing of the Peace

Special Music Alleluia! Alleluia!
-Teleman-Leibergen

Meal

Great Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Preface

St. Stephen Choir

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we would at all times and in all
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the
glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who
gave himself to take away our sin; who in dying has destroyed death, and in
rising brings us to eternal life. And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all
the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures,
and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your name

and join their unending hymn:
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The Words of Institution

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for
you. Do this for the remembrance of me

Again after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord's
death until he comes. Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

11



The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and
the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Communion

All baptized Christians are welcome to participate in Holy Communion. We ask children
who have not had First Communion instruction, or adults who do not wish to receive
communion, to keep their hands folded and they will receive a blessing.
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sin  of the world; grant us peace.

Post-Communion Prayer

Holy One,

through this meal you have made your home among us and are making all things
new. Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts, to love our enemies, and to
bring your healing to the nations.

In the name of Jesus, Amen.
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Good Christian Friends, Rejoice and Sing!

ELW 385
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1 Good Chris - tian friends, re - joice and sing! Now is the tri - umph
2 The Lord of life is ris’n this day; death’s might-y stone is
3 Praise we in songs of vic - to - ry that love, that life which
4 Your name we bless, O ris - en Lord, and sing to - day with
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of  our king! To all the world glad news we bring:
rolled a - way; let all the earth re - joice and say:
can - not die, and sing with hearts up - lift - ed high:
one ac - cord, the life laid down, the life re - stored:
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Al-le - lu - ia, al -le - lu - ia, al -le -lu - ia!
Blessing

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord's face shine on you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. Thanks be to God.

Dismissal

Go in peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia!

Thanks be to God. Alleluia!

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress
Liturgies Annual License #35725. New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National
Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Songs reprinted by permission

under CCLI License #1177888
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2026 EASTER FLOWERS

First Name Last Name In Memory of

Appleby Family All our loved ones

Deb & Doug Berkey Loved ones

Pam & Chris Collins Our departed loved ones

Dick & Jane Hecht Our Parents and son, Jon McGhee

Doug Henderson
Sara & Daniel

Dawn

Linda

Jane
Seth

Tom & Joan

Bob & Keli

Judy

& Sherry Petrosky
Holm

Horner

Knapp & family

Koch
Kohut

Marttala

Miller

Prinz

Loved ones

Gordy Madson, Astrid & Ronald Holm,
Bruce Larson, Virginia Murtuza

All my family members who aren't with
us

Anne & Andy Lohmann, Grandparents,
Aunts, Uncles & Cousins

Jack & Irene Koch, Amanda Galvan
Betty J. Kohut

All family who have passed on

Our brothers, Richard and David,
our parents; Mr. & Mrs. Richard Miller
and Mr. & Mrs. Albert Kowalski

My Parents
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Dani & Scott Schlea Haley Hopkins, Judy Magons

Nancy Shorts Loved ones
Kim Stocker Ginny & Ken Dorsey
Stultz Family Pauline Bundich

Martha & Sam Osgood, Mary & Robert
Patti Trettel Trettel, Loved ones

Connie Wilson Family & Friends

15



