Sunday, December 14, 2025
Third Sunday of Advent

St. Stephen Lutheran Church

Rooted in our Tradition, Open to Yours

Welcome and Prelude

Lighting of the Advent Candle — Week 3

We praise you, O God, for this victory wreath that marks our days of preparation for
Christ’s advent. As we light the candles on this wreath, strengthen our hearts as we
await the Lord’s coming in glory. Enlighten us with your grace, that we may serve our
neighbors in need. Grant this through Christ our Lord, whose coming is certain and
whose day draws near. Blessed be God forever.
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Confession and Forgiveness

Blessed be the holy Trinity, -+ one God, whose home is heaven and earth,
whose salvation is sure.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Long-expected God,

we confess that we look to ourselves for the peace and security only

you can provide.

We reach for swords and spears, reluctant to release our grip

on the ways of war.

We become impatient while waiting and weary of keeping awake.

Free us from self-reliance, and teach us to live in harmony with our neighbors.
Increase our trust in God’s timing, and awaken us to your advent among us,
that we may abound in the hope you have promised.

Amen.

God judges us not as we deserve, but according to God’s own righteousness.
+ You are freed and forgiven, saved by grace, and ready to welcome the Savior.
Amen.



Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus ELW 254

1 Come, thou long-ex - pect-ed Je-sus, born to set thy peo-ple free;
2 Born thy peo-ple to de - liv-er, born a child, and yet a king;
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from our fears and sins re - lease us; let us find our rest in thee.

born to reign in us for-ev - er, now thy gra-cious king-dom bring.
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Is -rael’s strength and con-so - la-tion, hope of all the earth thou art,
By thine own e - ter-nal Spir-it rule in all our hearts a - lone;
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dear de - sire of ev-’ry na-tion, joy of ev-ry long-ing heart.
by thine all-suf - fi - cient mer-it  raise us to thy  glo-rious throne.

Greeting

The grace of Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all. And also with you.
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1 Glo-ry be to God in heav-en; peace, good-will to all the earth.

2 Glo-ry be to Christfor -ev - er, Lamb of God and Lord of love.
3 Ho-ly One we now ac-claimyou; Lord a - lone, to you we call;
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Might-y God of all cre - a - tion, Fa-ther of sur- pass-ing worth:
Son of God and gra-cious Sav - ior, you have come from heav’'n a - bove;
Ho - ly One in faith we name you, God most high, yet near to all:
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we ex - alt you, we a - dore you, we lift high our thanks and praise.
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on the cross you died to save us; now youreign at God’s right hand.
Je - sus Christ,with God the Spir - it, in the Fa-ther’s splen-dor bright.
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Saints and an - gels bow be - fore you; here on earth our songs we raise.

Hear our prayer; re - store, for-give us; in your prom-ise firm we stand.
For the peace that we in-her-it, glo-ry be to God on high!

Prayer of the Day

Stir up the wills of all who look to you, Lord God, and strengthen our faith in your
coming, that, transformed by grace, we may walk in your way; through Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.

Amen.




The Reading: James 5:7-10

' Be patient, therefore, brothers and sisters, until the coming of the Lord. The farmer
waits for the precious crop from the earth, being patient with it until it receives the
early and the late rains. 8 You also must be patient. Strengthen your hearts, for the
coming of the Lord is near. ° Brothers and sisters, do not grumble against one
another, so that you may not be judged. See, the Judge is standing at the doors! 1° As
an example of suffering and patience, brothers and sisters, take the prophets who
spoke in the name of the Lord.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Al - le-lu - 1a! Lord, we sing for  the good news that you bring.



Gospel: Matthew 11:2-11 Glory to you, O Lord.

2When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he sent word by his
disciples 3 and said to him, “Are you the one who is to come, or are we to wait for
another?” 4 Jesus answered them, “Go and tell John what you hear and see: ® the blind
receive their sight, the lame walk, those with a skin disease are cleansed, the deaf
hear, the dead are raised, and the poor have good news brought to them. ¢ And
blessed is anyone who takes no offense at me.”

” As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds about John: “What did
you go out into the wilderness to look at? A reed shaken by the wind? 8 What, then,
did you go out to see? Someone dressed in soft robes? Look, those who wear soft
robes are in royal palaces. °What, then, did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell
you, and more than a prophet. 19 This is the one about whom it is written,

‘See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you,

who will prepare your way before you.’
*Truly I tell you, among those born of women no one has arisen greater than John
the Baptist, yet the least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.”

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon



Hark, a Thrilling Voice is Sounding

ELW 246 vs 1,2,3
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Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the
Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified,
died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will
come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.



Prayers of the People

In our waiting and watching, we come to you in prayer, O God, trusting your promise
to renew the church, the nations, and the whole creation.

A brief silence

God of power and mercy, we praise you for Jesus and his acts of healing and
liberation. Lead us to proclaim the good news from generation to generation,
that all may place their hope in you.

God of grace, hear our prayer.

When lands are parched and dry, bring rain and snow; where wilderness is barren,
sow seeds of life. Fill the lands with trees that grow, plants that flower, and
creatures that thrive, as nature proclaims the wonder of your works.

God of grace, hear our prayer.

When there is injustice or corruption among nations and leaders, root it out. Turn

their attention to inequity and the cries of the poor. Instill a deeper sense of compassion
and care in all who govern.

God of grace, hear our prayer.

When bodies weaken and hearts grow fearful, speak your blessing. We pray especially
for Todd, Larry Tucker, Elaine Hedrick, Bud Crookshank, Carolyn Pogany, Ginny
Dorsey, Doris Dickman, Diana Gerber, Janet Bergstrom, Dan & Mary Gleghorn, John &
Tacy Raymaley, Beth, comfort for Charles Martin and the family of Carla Ringer, and all
those we hold in our hearts.

God of grace, hear our prayer.

When people are imprisoned or held captive, break the chains and offer release.
Strengthen the work of the church in restorative justice, breaking cycles of
poverty, and welcoming the immigrant.

God of grace, hear our prayer.

Draw near to us, O God, as we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy
through Jesus Christ, Emmanuel.
Amen.



The Sharing of the Peace

Meal

Great Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Preface

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus
Christ; who on this day overcomes death and the grave, and by his glorious
resurrection opens to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of
angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and
join their unending hymn:
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The Words of Institution

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for
you. Do this for the remembrance of me

Again after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord's
death until he comes. Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
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The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and
the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Communion

All baptized Christians are welcome to participate in Holy Communion. We ask children
who have not had First Communion instruction, or adults who do not wish to receive
communion, to keep their hands folded and they will receive a blessing.

*Gluten free and apple juice options are available.
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you suf-fered death our lives to save: have mer-cy now, we pray.
you set us free from guilt and grave: have mer-cy now, we pray.

e - ter-nal peace with God you made: give us your peace,we pray.

Post-Communion Prayer

God our host, you have fed us with joy and gladness.

Send us forth, eager to share the feast, welcome the stranger, and bear good fruit in
the name of Jesus.

Amen.
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People Look East
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east, and sing to - day— Love, the Guest, is on the way.
cast, and sing to - day— Love, the Rose, is on the  way.
east, and sing to - day— Love, the Star, is on the way.
cast, and sing to - day— Love, the Lord, is on the  way.
Blessing

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord's face shine on you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace. Thanks be to God.

Dismissal
Go in peace. Keep awake.

Thanks be to God.
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