
 

 

 

 

 

  
                         

 

Welcome and Prelude   

                                                                

Confession and Forgiveness 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, 

whose mercy endures forever. 

Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection.  
 

Faithful God, 

you have shown us the ways of your heart, yet we stray from your paths. 

We are stuck in sinful systems of oppression and do not embrace the freedom 

of your faithful promises. 

We ignore our neighbors. 

We exploit the earth. 

We reject your abundance, trusting our impulses instead of your steadfast love. 

Repair our relationships, restore what we have broken, renew our hearts, and 

bring us to new life. 

Amen. 
 

Hear the good news: 

God the Faithful One loves you, ☩ in Christ Jesus your sins are forgiven, 

and by the power of the Holy Spirit you are set free. 

Amen. 
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Blessing and Honor                                                                 ELW 854 vs 1,3,4 

 

 

 

Greeting                                                                                                                                                

The grace of Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 

be with you all.  And also with you. 
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Prayer of the Day       

O God, our true life, to serve you is freedom, and to know you is unending joy. We 

worship you, we glorify you, we give thanks to you for your great glory. Abide with us, 

reign in us, and make this world into a fit habitation for your divine majesty, through 

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 

 

Gospel:  Luke 23:33-43  Glory to you, O Lord.    

33 When they came to the place that is called The Skull, they crucified Jesus there with 

the criminals, one on his right and one on his left. 34 [[Then Jesus said, “Father, forgive 

them, for they do not know what they are doing.”]] And they cast lots to divide his 

clothing. 35 And the people stood by watching, but the leaders scoffed at him, saying, 

“He saved others; let him save himself if he is the Messiah of God, his chosen 

one!” 36 The soldiers also mocked him, coming up and offering him sour wine 37 and 

saying, “If you are the King of the Jews, save yourself!” 38 There was also an inscription 

over him, “This is the King of the Jews.” 

  39 One of the criminals who were hanged there kept deriding him and saying, “Are 

you not the Messiah? Save yourself and us!” 40 But the other rebuked him, saying, “Do 

you not fear God, since you are under the same sentence of condemnation? 41 And we 

indeed have been condemned justly, for we are getting what we deserve for our 

deeds, but this man has done nothing wrong.” 42 Then he said, “Jesus, remember me 

when you come in your kingdom.” 43 He replied, “Truly I tell you, today you will be 

with me in paradise.” 

The gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Sermon                     ~  Please remain seated until the Meal  ~ 
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All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name                                              ELW 634  vs 1,2,3,4           

 

Apostles’ Creed                                                                                                                                           

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.                                                  

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 

Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 

died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will 

come to judge the living and the dead.                                                                                                                              

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.   

Amen. 
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Prayers of the People                                                                                           

Gathered with one voice, we offer our prayers for the church, the world, and all who 

are in need. 
 

A brief silence. 
 

We pray for the church in the world, its leaders, and its mission to share the good 

news of healing and restoration. Inspire us to embody the beloved community in 

ways that faithfully witness to the Holy Spirit. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 

We pray for the trembling mountains and glad streams of creation. Preserve and 

renew your coastlines, deep seas, forests, and grasslands. Guide all who tend flocks 

or care for creatures of all kinds. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 

We pray for leaders and advocates in government, civic life, and public safety. 

Support equity across the globe, and heal division with accountability and truth. 

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 

We pray for any who are hungry, living in poverty or desperation, weary in body or 

spirit, or sick, especially Elaine Hedrick, Carla Ringer, Bud Crookshank, Carolyn Pogany, 

Ginny Dorsey, Doris Dickman, Diana Gerber, Janet Bergstrom, Dan & Mary Gleghorn, 

John & Tacy Raymaley, Beth, and all those we hold in our hearts.  Comfort all in need 

of your tender care. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 

We pray for this part of the body of Christ gathered around word and sacrament. 

Bring us into authentic community where all ages are valued and experience 

God’s faithfulness together. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

We give thanks for all who have died in faith. May we remember them faithfully 

until we are gathered with you in the paradise you promise. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 

We offer these and all our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your grace and 

unyielding love; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.  Amen. 
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The Sharing of the Peace 

 

Special Music                        Swing Low, Sweet Chariot”                 Dawn Zinsmeister       

                                                                        

Prayer of Consecration 

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters 

and by Your Word you created the world, calling forth life in which you took delight. 
 

You are our refuge and our fortress, our God, in whom we trust.     
 

We rejoice, O God, that through the baptism of your Son by John and anointing of 

the Holy Spirit, by the baptism of His death and resurrection, you have set us free 

from the power of sin and death and raise us up to life in you. 
 

You are our refuge and our fortress, our God, in whom we trust. 
 

Today, O God, we re-affirm our lives to walking together as your redeemed and 

reconciled people.  Lead us in the weaving of your love within a fragmented world, to 

nurture and feed each other, to reach out and embrace with your Shalom all people in 

the name of Jesus Christ. 
 

You are our refuge and our fortress, our God, in whom we trust. 
 

Guide us, O God through your Holy Spirit that St. Stephen Lutheran Church will 

increase as a sanctuary for the stranger, a house of welcome and comfort for the 

poor, a consolation to the distressed and a witness of salvation for the sinner.  Guide 

us as a light for our youth, a consolation in old age, a place of reconciliation in the  

midst of brokenness, a growing place for all. 

You are our refuge and our fortress, our God, in whom we trust. 
 

Stir us, O God, in our growing conviction and commitment to your call.  Manifest and 

animate your sacred and holy plans through our pledges of money, time and talents 

which we make today and each day as we walk with you.  Consecrate these 

commitments as you daily consecrate us to a newness and freshness of life in you. 
 

You are our refuge and our fortress, our God, in whom we trust.                           

Amen. 

 



8 
 

Meal 

 

Great Thanksgiving 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

Preface  

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus 

Christ; who on this day overcomes death and the grave, and by his glorious 

resurrection opens to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of 

angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and 

join their unending hymn: 
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The Words of Institution                                                                                                       

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for 

you.  Do this for the remembrance of me 

Again after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 

forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the remembrance of me.          

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s 

death until he comes.  Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer   

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 

us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and 

the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 



10 
 

Communion                                                                                                                                       
All baptized Christians are welcome to participate in Holy Communion.  We ask children 

who have not had First Communion instruction, or adults who do not wish to receive 

communion, to keep their hands folded and they will receive a blessing.                                   

*Gluten free and apple juice options are available. 

 

 
 

 

 

Post-Communion Prayer                                                                                                          

God of field and flower, wheat and grape, you have nourished us with the bread of 

heaven that gives life to the world.  Strengthened by the body and blood of your Son, 

send us out to gather your good gifts for all who hunger and thirst, and embolden us 

to love and serve in Christ’s name. 

Amen. 
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Crown Him with Many Crowns                                                   ELW 855 vs 1,3,5                                                
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Blessing 

The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.  

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.  

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Dismissal 

Go in peace. Share the harvest.   

Thanks be to God. 


