
 

 

Looking ahead to March:                        

Mar 1      9:30am Worship   
      9:30am  YouTube & FB    
    10:35am Pathfinders            

    10:45am Lenten Study            

Mar 5      6:00pm  MMLJ 

Mar 7      10am LifeGuide 101                            

Feb 8         9:30am Worship   

      9:30am  YouTube & FB    

    10:35am Pathfinders            

    10:45am Lenten Study             

Mar 9      9:00am JOY Breakfast 

Mar 12        4-6pm  Open Table     

Mar 15       9:30am Worship      

      9:30am YouTube & FB    

    10:35am Pathfinders       

    10:45am Lenten Study 

Mar 18    11:15am JOY Trip    

Mar 21      10am  LifeGuide 101    

Mar 22      9:30am Worship             

     9:30am YouTube & FB    

    10:35am Pathfinders        

    10:45am Lenton Study     

Mar 28     7pm  Adult  Egg  Hunt 

Mar 29      PALM SUNDAY      

     9:30am Worship             

     9:30am YouTube & FB    

    10:35am Pathfinders        

    10:45am Lenton Study    

Mar 30     5-6:30 Distribute Boxes  
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The Book of Lent 

 

ST. STEPHEN  

ELCA LUTHERAN 

CHURCH 

 

The Book on Lent  

This yearõs focus during 

Lent is to read more 

books.  Your goal can 

be:  

¶ Quantity based 

¶ Thematic based 

¶ Process focused 

¶ Skill focused 

¶ Mindfulness based 

If you need help in 

choosing a book, Pastor 

has a spinning book   

selector to help.  You 

will be granted access to 

St. Stephenõs Google 

Classroom for           

discussion and study and 

the 3-minute Book Club 

is coming back! 

 

 

During the Sunday School 

hour (10:45-11:45am), 

adults will gather in the 

sanctuary.   Pastor will 

present A Lenten 

Study - Centrifugal: 

Living Our Faith in 

Public .  Class will      

continue on Sunday,  

March 1 (the 2nd Sunday 

of Lent) and will continue 

for the next four weeks.  

Book discussion will    

include: When Church 

Stops Working, ,by    

Andrew Root;           

Disarming Leviathan,  

by Caleb Campbell;    

Following the Call by 

Eberhard  Arnold;  and 

Life Together,  by    

Dietrich Bonhoeffer. 

Also during Lent, our 

Sunday School sessions 

will be recorded and the 

new resource via Google 

Classrooms will begin. 

There are so many     

benefits to reading.  God 

wants to work on you.  

God wants to build you 

up for whatõs ahead. 

What book would       

interest you? 



 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

9ĭůƸƣŗŀǈŋúŢĞ  qŗǓŗůŋ ¤ǈƸ YúŗƸŔ ŗů »ǈČŢŗĖ - ! qĭůƸĭů ÅƸǈģǖ 

AǅƠŖŭŊ ÅǅŭĢúǒ ÅĖœŷŷš ]ŷǅƠ - ƁǚĞŅŀ-ƁƁĞŅŀúŨ Ŗŭ ƵœĬ YĬššŷǐƥœŖƌ ]úšš 

 
AúƵĬ ÍŷƌŖĖ qĬúƠŭŖŭŊ 7ŷŷŠ 

Ƽƶƃ ÍŹƎŗĖ ƃ yúƸƸŔŗúƨ ǓƓ ÅúǈŢ úůģ !ĖƸƨ èŔĭů 9ŔǈƣĖŔ ÅƸŹƎƨķ 

Ƽƶĳ ÍŹƎŗĖ ǃ oŗĭƣšĭŋúúƣģ YŹŢŢŹǔŗůŋ ƸŔĭ 9úŢŢ 

ƼƶƃŁ ÍŹƎŗĖ Ƽ 9Å qĭǔŗƨ YŹŢŢŹǔŗůŋ ƸŔĭ 9úŢŢ 

Ƽƶǃǃ ÍŹƎŗĖ ņ 7ŹůŔŹĭŀŀĭƣ YŹŢŢŹǔŗůŋ ƸŔĭ 9úŢŢ 

ƼƶǃŲ ¤ģģƨƶ¿ĭǓŗĭǔ »ǈČŢŗĖ 9ŔǈƣĖŔ ƐèŔúƸ ůĭǕƸƙƑ 

7ŷŷŠƥĞ   

èŔĭů 9ŔǈƣĖŔ ÅƸŹƎƨ èŹƣšŗůŋ !ůģƣĭǔ ¿ŹŹƸ 9ŹǈůĖŗŢğ 9ŔǈƣĖŔ-ǖ ƎĭŹƎŢĭ 

AŗƨúƣŪŗůŋ qĭǓŗúƸŔúů 9úŢĭČ 9úŪƎČĭŢŢ Åǈůģúǖ ÅĖŔŹŹŢ 

YŹŢŢŹǔŗůŋ ƸŔĭ 9úŢŢ FČĭƣŔúƣģ !ƣůŹŢģ AĭǓŹƸŗŹůúŢ 

qŗŀĭ ÍŹŋĭƸŔĭƣ AŗĭƸƣŗĖŔ 7ŹůŔŹĭŀŀĭƣ ÍŔĭŹŢŹŋǖğ ŔŗƨƸŹƣǖğ ĖŹŪŪǈůŗƸǖ 

!ŢƨŹ ģǈƣŗůŋ qĭůƸğ Źǈƣ Åǈůģúǖ ÅĖŔŹŹŢ ƨĭƨƨŗŹůƨ ǔŗŢŢ Čĭ ƣĭĖŹƣģĭģ                                          
úůģ úĖĖĭƨƨ ƸŹ ú Čƣúůģ ůĭǔ ƣĭƨŹǈƣĖĭ Ǔŗú [ŹŹŋŢĭ 9ŢúƨƨƣŹŹŪ ǔŗŢŢ ČĭŋŗůƓ 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

The world is crazy. God wants to work on you. God wants to build you up for whatôs ahead.  

The Benefits of Reading are Manifold: 

Reading Reduces Stress 

Reading Encourages Empathy 

Reading Lessens Cognitive Decline 

Reading Decreases Loneliness 

Reading Increases Life Expectancy                                                                                            

Reading Improves Critical Thinking  

Reading is Easy. Your goal can beé 

 

 

Quantity Based 

¶ # of books youôd like to read during Lent 

¶ Amount of time youôd like to spend each 

week reading 

Thematic 

¶ Read all the books by one author 

¶ Read books that have been made into  

movies  

Skill Focused 

¶ Read to learn a subject 

¶ Increase your reading stamina 

Process Focused 

¶ Write a review of each book 

¶ Discuss each book with friends 

Mindfulness Based 

¶ Decrease screen time 

¶ Re-read childhood favorites 

At St. Stephen, there will be a spinning book selector to help you along,                

youôll be granted access to St. Stephenôs Google Classroom for discussion and study, 

and the 3-Minute Book Club is coming back! 

What books 

are YOU 

going to 

read? 



 

 

 

 

Matthew, Mark, Luke, and (beers with) John 
Thursday,  MARCH 5 

6:00pm                         

Missing Mountain Brewing  

Join your St. Stephen friends and 

family on a Brewery Trail. 

2811 Front St.  

Cuyahoga Falls, OH 44221  

Order your favorite        

beverage (it doesnõt have to 

be a beer) and snacks and 

catch up with friends.   

 

 

 

            Matthew, Mark, Luke and (beers with) John  

THURSDAY, MARCH 5 at 6pm  

Date  Location  Address  Food 

3/5 Missing Mountain      

Brewing Company  

2811 Front St.                              

Cuyahoga Falls, OH 44221  

V, GF, Vegan 

No Meeting in April - this date is Maundy Thursday  

5/7 Bell Tower Brewing 

Company  

310 Park Ave.                       

Kent, OH 44240  

V, GF, Vegan 

6/5 Lock 15 Brewing 

Company  

21 W. North St., Suite TL 1  

Akron, OH 44304  

V, GF 

J.O.Y. Trip to Mavis Winkleõs - March 18 
Mavis Winkleõs Irish Pub             

Wednesday, March 18                        

12noon 

Continue to celebrate St. Patrickõs 

Day on Wednesday, March 18!  The 

J.O.Y. group will be having lunch at 

Mavis Winkleõs Irish Pub.  A full menu 

including some Irish favorites will be 

available. 

The reservation is a noon, but if 

youõd like to carpool, plan to meet 

in the church parking lot at 

11:15am.   

Mavis Winkleõs is located at 8870 

Darrow Road in Twinsburg. 

Please sign up on the bulletin board. 



 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LifeGuide 101  

 

 

Adult Easter Egg Hunt - March 28 
The eggs that you find will contain 

raffle tickets.  There will be a Raffle 

Basket Drawing and refreshments 

inside after the egg hunt concludes. 

Contact the church office or Kelly 

Swindler with additional questions, 

to make donations, or to volunteer 

at the event. 

Proceeds of the event will benefit 

the Youth Group. 

 

Adult Easter Egg Hunt                                           

March 28                                                 

7:30-10:00pm  

Hey, Adults!  How about some Easter 

fun for you?  Plan to attend the Adult 

Easter Egg Hunt (18+ ONLY) on    

Saturday, March 28 at St. Stephen.  

The egg hunt will take place outside 

the church:  rain or shine!  Dress for 

the weather and bring a basket for 

collecting eggs and a flashlight!  Tickets 

are $20 per person.   Please make 

checks  payable to St. Stephen. 

10 - 11:30am 

Saturdays,  

March 7 and 21  

A new support group is 

scheduled on           

Saturdays, March 7 & 

21 from 10:00am - 

11:30am in the Lounge 

led by our member,  

Isobel Faltisco, a past 

Harvest Home Case 

Manager.  The group 

will meet TWO  times 

in February. 

LifeGuide 101 will            

discuss addiction               

issues, mental health 

issues, boundaries,           

entitlement, family             

issues, suicide support 

and anything people 

bring to the table.  Share 

this opportunity with 

family and friends who 

might need support. 



 

 

Anna Harper 
Anna Harper, 92, passed away on De-

cember 23, 2025.  Anna married 

Charles Harper in 1962 and they spent 

many happy years traveling, especially at 

Americaõs national parks. 

She is survived by her two sons, James 

Harper and Rich Harper. 

Anna lived her later years at the Silver 

Lake Towers.  She joined St. Stephen in 

2010. 

A celebration of Annaõs life will be held 

at a later date.  

John Raymaley 
John Raymaley, 89, passed away at his 

home in Cuyahoga Falls on February 2, 

2026.  He was married to Tacy for    

59 years.   

John was always an active member of 

his community and shared his musical 

talent throughout his life.  He joined 

the St. Stephen choir in 2016. 

He leaves his wife, Tacy, his son, Craig 

and his daughter Wendy (Adam       

Hoffman) and grandson, Maxwell          

Hoffman. 

Funeral services will be 

held on Saturday,          

March 14 at 11:00am at 

Christ Church Episcopal,           

21 Aurora St., Hudson.  

Friends and family will be 

received at a reception 

following the service.    

Interment will follow at a 

later date in Pennsylvania. 



 

 

Souper Bowl Sunday - February 8 
This yearõs Souper Bowl of Caring - 

TACKLE HUNGER was held on    

Sunday, February 8.   

Here were St. Stephenõs                         

predictions: 

Thank you! 

New England Patriots: $109.00 

Seattle Seahawks:        $212.95 

The REAL WINNER was                       

Lydiaõs Pantry! 

TOTAL:  $321.95  

Temporary Care Needed 
Temporary help is needed 

for one of our members.  

Help with getting a meal, 

prompt for bathroom trips 

and help getting dressed.   

Breakfast is a 9:30am, lunch 

at 1:00pm and dinner at 

6pm.   

Just spend the day visiting. 

Looking for help at her 

home in Kent on: 

May 1 - 3 

September 11 - 13 

No overnight needed. 

You will be compensated 

for your time. 

If you are interested or 

would like more            

information, please       

contact the church office. 

 

Scout Sunday    

February 1 



 

 

Get Creative with Kim 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 

Red Cross Blood Drive - March 3 

The Jubellation Bell Choir held a Pancake Supper 

on Shrove Tuesday, February 17. 

Thanks to the congregation and visitors, the 

fundraiser was a success and the bell choir 

earned $406 to help defray costs for their 

spring trip to the Area 5 Handbell Festival. 

Thank you! 

 

 

Joining forces with The American Red Cross, the Stow-Munroe Falls Lions are 

sponsoring the blood drive at the Holy Family Parish church Hall on Tuesday, 

March 3 from 12:00noon to 6:00pm. 

Please bring your Red Cross Donor Card or some form of picture ID         

(ex.: Ohio Driverõs License). 

Call 1-800-733-2767 for an appointment. 

 St. Pauly Annual Report 

St. Pauly Textile, the company that 

provides our clothing shed,           

reported that in 2025, they had a 

record year.  They collected       

hundreds of thousands of clothing 

every business day throughout the 

country.   

Our proceeds benefit Lydiaõs Pantry.  

In 2025 our clothing shed made an 

impact: 

¶ 49,631 lbs. of clothing were   

donated to our shed. 

¶ This was enough to clothe 9,143 

people all over the world. 

¶ St. Stephen received $1,985.  

Thanks for Your Support  



 

 



 

 

Choir is Welcoming New Members 
St. Stephenõs choir will practice on Sundays at 8:30am in our choir room. 

We rehearse Sunday mornings before our church service and sing twice a 

month.  We have a strong core of wonderful, talented, music reading musicians.  

If you would love to join us, but you donõt read music, you will have plenty of 

support from that group.                                                                                         

We laugh, sing and work hard. 

If you love to sing, want to meet new people and want a  morning filled with  

laughter and a sense of accomplishment, the choir is a place for you.  See you on 

Sunday in the choir room.                                                              

      Dawn Horner, Choir Director 

 
 

Check Out Our Website 

 https://www.ststephen-stow.com/ 

Look for your weekly bulletin on the site. 

https://www.ststephen-stow.com/


 

 

 

 

 

 

St. Stephen offers a FREE          

community dinner on the 

second Thursday of each 

month in the Fellowship 

Hall. 

OPEN TABLE DINNER 

is open to everyone.  We 

invite St. Stephen     

members to join us for 

dinner with friends and 

family,  as well as our 

Stow neighbors.          

Everyone who uses the    

building has received an 

invitation.  The meal is 

advertised by outdoor  

signage, in the pantry and 

word-of-mouth.    

Plan to come and join us in 

this fellowship and service          

activity.   

Want to help?  

If you would like to help 

with the meal and become 

part of a meal team, thereõs 

a place for you. 

On the day of the meal: 

§ 2:30 - 5pm Meal Prep 

Cook and Serve 

§ 5pm  Deliver meals 

§ 5:00-6:30pm  Serve and 

clean-up 

Menus have been           
predetermined and food 

will be purchased in       

advance.  Most of the 

cooking will be done in the 

St. Stephen kitchen. 

Monthly sign-up sheets are on the 

bulletin board to volunteer for 

future  dinners. 

Future Open Table dates 

on the 2nd  Thursday of 

each month: 

§ March 12 

§ April 9 

                                      

JOIN US on                              

Thursday,                           

March 12                

4-6pm.   

Sign-up to help at OPEN TABLE on the bulletin board 
9œŖĖŠĬŭ {ǅŊŊĬƵƥğ YŖƥœğ YƠŖĬƥ 



 

 

Join Jubellation Handbells 

PREPARING  FOR  SUNDAY   
Have you checked out Pastor Johnõs PREPARING 

FOR  SUNDAY  email?  In case you may have missed 

it, or meant to open it, but never did, check it out! 

PREPARING FOR SUNDAY  comes in your email 

and is also available on YouTube.   

Listen and watch this weekly          

Bible Study and text reference.  

March Be the Change 

SERVICE 

Families in Need                                   

$1,000 

Wednesdays            

7-8:30 p.m.  

Have you always  

wanted to play, but 

didnõt know how to 

start?   

The Jubellation Handbell 

Choir  rehearses on    

Wednesday                       

evenings from                     

7-8:30 p.m.            

The bell choir typically plays 

once a month during             

worship.  

Please see Jennifer Cupak 

and talk to her about                  

The J.O.Y. Group  (Just Older 

Youth)  meets for breakfast the 

2nd  Monday of each month at 

9:00am at  the  Stow Café. 

See you on     

March 9  

J.O.Y. Breakfast 



 

 

St. Stephen Council Minutes 

January 28, 2026 

 

Present: Larry Kribs, Mark Stultz, Kevin Strohl, Dave Lang, Michelle Rousseau, Jane Koch. Pas-

tor John 

Larry Kribs opened the meeting with prayer. 

Jane Koch presented the minutes of the December meeting which were approved as written. 

Kevin Strohl gave the financial report: 

¶ The Endowment Committee met with Thrivent Financial Representatives, Brian and Stepha-

nie McCarty on January 14, 2026. To review the quarterly statement format. The Thrivent 

reps were informed that the Council was in the process of reviewing the Constitution and By-

laws.  

¶ According to the December Bankerôs Report, the church revenue for the month exceeded the 

expenditures. 

¶ The receipts for 2025 were $349,275.18 and the expenditures were $405,840.86. 

This different from the Treasurerôs Report which stated that the receipts were  

$349,275.18 with expenditures at $360,278.14. The receipts may be from the $13,000 

brought over from savings and the Thrivent account. The expenditures need to be        

explained. Kevin will discuss these differences when he meets with the Finance Team   

on 2/1/26. 

 

New Business: 

 

¶ A motion was made and seconded to elect Daniel Holm to the Endowment Committee.     

Motion passed. 

¶ A motion was made and seconded to appoint Mike Leffler as Council Person at Large.      

Motion passed. 

¶ Pastorôs Report: 

1. The NEO Synod will hold a One Church event at St. Stephen. Date to be determined. 

2. Discussion is on-going with Rejoice! In developing a collaborative effort to share Pastor 

John with their congregation. If the St. Stephen and Rejoice! Combine in the One Church 

concept, Rejoice! Will pay St. Stephen $20,000 for these services. 



 

 

      3. Plans have been made for the Lenten Season. Ash Wednesday worship     

      will be on February 18 at 7 pm. There will be a meal/worship on Maundy Thursday at 6:30pm         

      Good Friday Worship at 7 pm. Rejoice! will participate in our   Lenten services. 

      4. Pastor will be adding a learning opportunity hour during the Sunday School 

  entitled ñLiving Our Faith in Publicò along with asking the congregation to     

       add the practice of reading during Lent. 

      5. An informal quote was given to Pastor to paint the Fellowship Hall. More    

      information is being requested. 

      6. Pastor is exploring a possible mission opportunity for adults in Jamaica. 

      7. A tentative date needs to be explored for a youth outing to Camp Y Noah    

      this summer. 

Old Business: 

¶ It was decided that an ad Hoc committee would be established to assess the physical repairs 

needed at the church. A priority list would be established.  Kevin will draft up a proposed resolu-

tion for next Council meeting. 

¶ The Council agreed to have a separate date each month to complete the updates to the Consti-

tution and bylaws. A tentative completion date is May 2026. 

 

Next Council Meeting will be February 22 at 10:40 am. 

The Constitutional Revision Meeting will be on February 8 at 10:40 am. 

The meeting was closed with prayer by Kevin Strohl. 

Respectfully submitted, Jane Koch, Recording Secretary 

Upcoming Celebration of Life Luncheon  

A celebration of life luncheon for former St. Stephen members, Raymond and Nancy 

Brislinger will be held on Friday, May 1 at 12noon i n the Fellowship Hall following a 

graveside service at 11:00am. Nancy passed away on May 9, 2022 while Raymond       

recently passed in February 2026.  They are Cathy Reynoldsõ parents.  They leave Cathy 

(Gary) Reynolds, Julie (Kevin) Kelly, Christy (Robert) Barnhart and Amy (Mike) Erb; 

grandchildren, Erin, Carey, Amanda, Kyle, Katelyn, Cameron, Alex and Jason and 8 great 

grandchildren. 



 

 

 

 

 

Servant Keeper Online Giving 
 

 https://giving.servantkeeper.com/StStephenLutheranChurchStow  

St. Stephen has a New Online Giving Application 

To use Servant Keeper Online Giving, scan the QR code or use the URL. (above).  Sign-up.    Follow the 

directions and enter your personal email.  Update password of your choosing.   (An email will be sent to 

verify).  The new password will need to have 8 characters, one capital, one symbol. Add the payment 

method:  credit card or bank account transfer.  Schedule.  Choose account.  Enter amount.       Cover 

Processing Fee to pay for it out of your personal account.  Choose frequency. (Weekly, Semi-Monthly, 

Monthly, Annual)  SAVE.   

You can change your giving amount or frequency whenever you choose.    Once complete, you will     

receive a confirming email from Servant Keeper. 

Servant Keeper will automatically add an app to your device so that you can change your options easily.  

It will default to a St. Stephen screen when opened and can be used for Give Now occasions when you 

may want to additionally give for other instances, i.e. Mission Support, Be the Change, etc.   You can   

access your scheduled giving by clicking the ô3 linesó in the upper left corner. 
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