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Ocean Idiodﬁ

A Drop in the Ocean

A small amount of what

is needed.

Sink or Swim

To succeed or fail by
your own efforts.

Washed Up

Someoneds
longer successful.

Sea Change

A complete change or
transformation.

Between the Devil

and the Deep Blue

Sea

A difficult situation
where there are two
equally undesirable

options.

Make Waves

To shock or upset
people by doing things innor keep trying the same
a different way.

Whale of a Time

To really enjoy yourself

Other Fish in the Sea

There are many other
suitable romantic

partners.

The people of Israel
feared the sea. Paul was
shipwrecked upon it.

As Gododos c hog
the Church is called to
live in this impossible
place. We are strength-
ened for it. If thisis
where we arej ve ask o
God to help us do it well.
So into the spring and
throughout the summer,
this will be what we pray
about: How to live well
amid so many undesirablg
options.

People who live here ask
God to help them
embody the fruit of the
Spirit for the sake of the
world. They identify not
one, but all the problems
present. These people
neither live by hearsay

ideas every time.

In short, you and | are
formed for times like

t hese. Al t |
lot of nervy sailing
involved. We humbly ask
to be guided and formed,
We name the problems in
us . We say,
we ask God t

Looking ahead to May:

sy 1 12n Brislinger Memoria
May 2 10:00am LifeGuide 10

May 3  9:30am Worship

9:30am YouTube & FB
10:35am Pathfinders
sen 18859 Ad&It SS

2:30pm JOY Trip
May 7 6:00pm MML&J

May10 MOTHERO® S DOA
9:30am Worship
9:30am YouTube & KB

10:35am Pathfinders
10:35am Adullt SS

May 11 9:00am JOY Breakfag
May 14 4-6pm Open Table
May 16 10:00am LifeGuide 101

May 17 9:30am Worship

9:30am YouTube & FB

10:35am Pathfinders
10:35am Adullt SS

May 24 PENTECOST
9:30am Worship
9:30am YouTube & FE
10:35am Pathfinders
10:35am Adullt SS
11:15am Plant Annuals

May 30 10:00am LifeGuide 101

May 81h HOLW €ERINT&¥ s &
9:30am Worship
9:30am YouTube & FE

10:35amASTPathfinders
10:35am Adullt SS
6 w £0:35Am) Goundjl fieeting

o help us.
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Having Trouble Reaching the Clc

't ds come t o 0 fdhelR thedretwillbd a&phcet h a't
many of you have had a hard  (or box ) in the narthex where

time reaching the window on you may bring your closed bags

the clothing shed to donate (13 gallon) of clothing and we

your clothing. will take it to the shed for you.

St. Pauly has placed the shed splease leave them near the exit

that it doesnboglosdstcttie Mhenette.
vandalized.

Google Classroorh
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Google Classroom

Celebration of Life Luncheon

A celebration of life luncheon for former St. Stephen members, Raymond and Nangy
Brislinger will be held orriday, May 1 at 12noon i nthe Fellowship Hall following a
graveside service at 11:00am. Nancy passed away on May 9, 2022 while Raymonf
recently passed in February 2026. ey
(Gary) Reynolds, Julie (Kevin) Kelly, Christy (Robert) Barnhart and Amy (Mike) Er
grandchildren, Erin, Carey, Amanda, Kyle, Katelyn, Cameron, Alex and Jason and 1) gresz

grandchildren.




Choir iIs Welcoming Ne

St. Stephends choi r 830amlnoy chaircrdom.c e

We rehearse Sunday mornings before our church service and sing twice a
month. We have a strong core of wonderful, talented, music reading musi :
|l f you would | ove to join us, but you dondt read
support from that group.

We laugh, sing and work hard.

If you love to sing, want to meet new people and want a morning filled with
laughter and a sense of accomplishment, the choir is a place for you. See you on
Sunday in the choir room.

Dawn Horner, Choir Director

Check Out Our Website

=\ St. Stephen Lutheran Church
Rooted in our tradition, Open fo yours

About  Weekly Bulletin ~ SteepleViews  Give office ststephenstow@gmail.com  (330] 6887213 ? f o

Email the office with these links

About - click here for a SteepleViews-a complete
brief intro SteepleViews here! CallfeinebiEClt=]

Get a map to St. Stephen

Weekly Bulletin- click here Give - takes you to vanco
for each week's bulletin where, once you sign up,
(for digital or in person) online giving can be done

Direct link to our Facebook page for livestreams and updates

Direct link to Youtube for services and recorded content

https:// www. sttt otwe [ lo e

Look for your weekly bull e


https://www.ststephen-stow.com/

Matthew, Mark, Luke, and (beers

Thursday, MAY 7 Order your favorite
6:00pm beverage (it MA1THEW o]
- be a beer) and snacks and
Bell T B
el Tower Brewing catch up with friends. MARK LUKE

Join your St. Stephen friends and
family on a Brewery Tralil.

310 Park Ave
Kent, Ohio 44240

beers with

JOHN )

Matthew, Mark, Luke and (beers with) John
S
THURSDAY, MAY 7 at 6pm

Date Location Address Food
5/7 Bell Tower Brewing 310 Park Ave. V, GF Vegan

Company Kent, OH 44240
6/5 Lock 15 Brewing 21 W. North St., Suite TL 1 V, GF

Company Akron, OH 44304

J.O.Y. Breakfast

The J.0.Y. Group (Just Older See you on

Youth) meets for breakfast the

2" Monday of each month at May 11
9:00am at the Stow Cafe.




Pastor O0S

Bd\o

PROPHETIC WISDOM FOR
AN AGE OF OUTRAGE

NEW YORK

THE serieus

RICHARD

Author of The Universal Christ

Book Recommendation:

of Things & Prophetic
Wisdom for an Age of
Wisdom

10 - 11:30am
Saturdays,
May 2,16,30

Fr. Richard Rohr, O.F.M.is Core Themes and Concepts:
aglobally recognized

Franciscan friar, author, and
teacher based in
Albuquerque, New Mexico,
known for his work in

Christian mysticism, . 1 The Three Stages: Rohr
contemplation, and action. o ines a journey from order

The Tears of Thingfers (dualism) to disorder (suffering/
prophetic wisdom for an age Sadness) and finally to reorder
of outrage, arguing that (loving reconnection).

spiritual maturity requires
transforming anger into
compassionate lamentation.

1 Prophetic Grieving: Instead

of reacting with rage, the book calls
for weeping with the world to

avoid falling into cynicism.

1 "Sacred Criticism™  An
approach that tackles injustice and

Ri ¢ har diheRealsr qt%xplores using the Hebrewsystemlc evil while acknowledging

prophets to navigate injustice’ ed humanity

through "sacred criticism"
rather than toxic tribalism,
emphasizing love and
interconnectedness.

LifeGuide 101

A new support group is LifeGuide 101 will

scheduled on discuss addiction
SaturdaysMay 2,16, issues, mental health
30 from 10:00am issues, boundaries,
11:30am in the Lounge entitlement, family

led by our member, issues, suicide support

Isobel Faltisco, a past and anything people
Harvest Home Case  bring to the table. Share
Manager. The group this opportunity with

will meet THREE times family and friends who
in May. might need support.









Signhup to help at OPEN TABLE on the bulletin board

St. Stephen offers a FREEP|an to come and join us in
community dinner on the this fellowship and service
second Thursday of each activity.

month in the Fellowship Want to help?

Hall.
If you would like to help

OPEN TABLE DINNER with the meal and become
isopentoeveryone. We part of a meal
invite St. Stephen a place for you.

members tojoin us for
dinner with friends and
family as well as our
Stow neighbors.

On the day of the meal

§ 2:30- 5pm Meal Prep
Cook and Serve

5pm Deliver meals

5:006:30pm Serve and
cleanup

Everyone who uses the
building has received an 8
invitation. The meal is
advertised by outdoor Menus have been

signage, in the pantry and predetermined and food

word-of-mouth. will be purchased in
advance. Most of the
cooking will be done in the

St. Stephen kitchen.

Monthly sigrup sheets are on the
bulletin board to volunteer for

future dinners.

JOIN US on
thereds

Thirsday,

May 14
4-6pm.

Future Open Table dates
on the 2nd Thursday of
each month:

s June 11

s July 9




PREPARING AVYR SUND

Have you checkeBREPARINGPastor J
FOR SUNDAY email? In case you may have missed
it, or meant to open it, but never did, check it out!

PREPARING FOR SUNDAY comes in your email
and is also available on YouTube.

Listen and watch this weekly
Bible Study and text reference.

May Be the Change
SERVICE
New Hot Water Tank foy Kiti
$1,000

Join Jubellation Handbells

Wednesdays The Jubellation Handbelhe bell choir typically plays
7-8:30 p.m. Choir rehearses on  once a month during

evenings from
wa_mted toN play, but (7@-3050 Please see Jennifer Cupak :
didndt kn : Mw t o and talk to her about

start? C
joining.




Maundy Thursday

Easter

Sunday




=
v Stow
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May 8, 2026 | 7:30 pm

Stow Presbyterian Church
4150 Fishcreek Rd, Stow OH 44224

Thank you to everyone who brought in your Acme

Receipts. St. Stephen received [:oMN]'ry EARN 50/0

GASH
$328.01 BACK Sﬁnsol:loﬁgges!(

from the Acme Cash Back program. These funds % GAVE OVER $176,000
help provide food f or “p&getog!gosrropGopigatporyin2017

Balalalka Orchestra Corﬂ|f‘°rt

Russian Folk Music Concert The concert of Russian Folk
Sunday, May 3 at 4pm Music is being hosted at
St . Lukeds Luths8ranLChedshLut her a

located at 2121 6th St., Cuyahoga
Falls. Admission is FREE
donations accepted.

The St. Nicholas Balalaika
Orchestra is the only Balalaika
Orchestra in the State of Ohio .

. If you would like more
and one of only two surviving

hurchbased orchestras in th information, please call or text
churchbased orchestrasinthe .0 0505 00o
United States.




Adult Easter
Egg Hunt




The event

earned

$1,466.00
toward the
future Youth
Trip




St. Stephen Council Minutes
April 19, 2026

Present: Larry Kribs, Mike Leffler, Mark Stultz, Kevin Strohl, Dave Lang, Michelle Rousseau, Jane Koch,
Pastor John Corsi.

Larry Kribs opened with prayer.

Jane Koch presented the approved minutes for March 5 and March 31, 2026.

Kevin Strohl gave an update on the finances:

1 Total receipts for March was $23,350.00, expenditures were $26,850.00. To cover the difference and
leave money in the checking account $5000.00 was moved from the Money Market Savings.

1 Easter giving was approximately $6200.00 which is $1000.00 more than our average weekly giving.

1 Synod support for two months was $1200.00.

1 Building and Grounds Repair budget is only 5% over the first quarter. Telephone and internet spending
seems over budget for the year as was the gas bill.

1 Endowment meeting will be on April 30, 2026.

1 The Financial Team requested verification that there is a separate money market account for
Endowment monies. Kevin will secure an answer.

1 There is a meeting scheduled for April 23, 6 pm for beginning planning for a Fall Festival Fellowship
Event to benefit the income for the church. A follow up meeting will be on Sunday, April 26 if needed.

Mike Leffler discussed the Preliminary Maintenance Assessment for the exterior of the needs and further
assessment for the interior. After these are both completed, priorities will be made on needed repairs.
The Preliminary Assessment gave accurate information and was well done.

Jane Koch presented information from the synod concerning the proposed updated Constitution for
St. Stephen. The decision was made to send an electronic copy of the current constitution and the
proposed updated constitution so that these documents are printed side by side for easier comparison.

Pastor John shared the following information with the council:

1 The Hedrick Family have given a donation of approximately $22,000.00 to St Stephen in memory of
both Elaine and Bob. Also, the Cubbon Memorial of approximately $20,000.00 remains in total. Council
needs to consider the best way to direct this money in coming months.



T There will be a meeting at the Synod Office in Cuyahoga Falls on Saturday, May 16 frodh ridam
to discuss the One Church concept with these congregations: St. Stephen, Stow; Trinity, Kent;
St. Mark, Tallmadge; St. Luke, Cuyahoga Falls; Rejoice!, Hudson. The meeting will be facilitated by
Pastor Nathan Krause, Assistant to the Bishop for Congregational Vitality and Director for Evangelical
Mission. Council members were urged to attend.

T There are numerous groups that are renting our facility. The newest is a Game Group that has asked
for a space for a Friday night event. Other groups include an AA Group, Boy and Cub Scouts, and the
DAR. There was discussion on how to make the process to rent more consistent.

T August 10, 2026 has been secured for a middle school/high school aged outing at Csoahp.Y
The next Council Meeting will be Sunday, May 31, 2026.
Respectfully submitted,

Jane Koch, Recording Secretary

Rummage Sale at St. Mark Luthe

Rummage Sale May 29 from 9ampm and gt Mark Lutheran Church
May 29 & 30 Saturday, May 30 from 9am ¢ |ocated at 158 North
St. Mark Lutheran Church 3pm. A bake sale and snack o Tallmadge. Their
9am - 3pm bar will be available. phone is 3386333718, if
St. Mark Lutheran in They will be accepting lightly YOU have questions.

Tallmadge will be holdinga  used condition items through
Rummage Sale on Friday, May 23, furniture after
Memorial day.

Red Cross Bloddiapivve

Red Cross Blood Drive drive at Holy Family Church  |icanse and call-800.7332767
Tuesday, May 5 Hall on Tuesday, May 5 from . o qcrosshlood.ordo
12 - 6pm noon to 6:00pm. Come to do- ¢ haedule an appointment.
_ _ ) nate and receive a $20 eGift
Join forces with the American card.
red Cross and help save lives! +
The StowMunroe Falls Lions Please bring your Red Cross R ——

Together, we can save a life

Clubis sponsoringablood Donor Card or Dri



J.O.Y. Trip to Wealhay\&ne

Weathervane Playhouse
Sunday, May 3
2:30pm

May will be here before you
know it, so please mark your
calendar to join the J.O.Y. group
at Weathervane Playhouse to

Seats are limited to twelve (12)
tickets. The cost is $32.00 each

see their production oArsenic payable to Jane Koch.

and Old Lace on Sunday, Dinner wil |l follow a

May 3 at 2:30pm. Pub located at 1561 Akron
Peninsula Road, in the valley.

Senior SurRay Appleby

Ray Appleby raise282f or Lydi a
Pantry during SMF HS Senior Survivor
Games.

Ray sold Root Beer Cookies,
miniEaster baskets and fabric jar
openers. Each team sold items to high
school students to raise money for
their charities. They also completed
challenges and stayed overnight at the
high school library.

Thank you, Ray!
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