Sunday, November 30, 2025

First Sunday of Advent
St. Stephen Lutheran Church

Rooted in our Tradition, Open to Yours

Welcome & Prelude

Lighting of Advent Candle -Week 1 O Come, O Come Emmanuel ELW 257 vs 1

Confession and Forgiveness  Blessed be the holy Trinity, = one God, whose home is heaven and
earth, whose salvation is sure. Amen. Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one
another. Silence is kept for reflection. Long-expected God, we confess that we look to ourselves for
the peace and security only you can provide. We reach for swords and spears, reluctant to
release our grip on the ways of war. We become impatient while waiting and weary of keeping
awake. Free us from self-reliance, and teach us to live in harmony with our neighbors. Increase
our trust in God's timing, and awaken us to your advent among us, that we may abound in the
hope you have promised. Amen. God judges us not as we deserve, but according to God's own
righteousness. ' You are freed and forgiven, saved by grace, and ready to welcome the Savior.
Amen.

Opening Hymn Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers ELW 244

Greeting: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all. And also with you.

Glory: ELW (red book) page 204

Prayer of the Day: Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection save us

from the threatening dangers of our sins, and enlighten our walk in the way of your salvation, for you
live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Scripture: Romans 13:11-14 (ELW page 205) Matthew 24:36-44
Sermon
Hymn of the Day: My Lord, What a Morning ELW 438

Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ,
God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the
Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness
of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.




Prayers of the People In our waiting and watching, we come to you in prayer, O God, trusting your
promise to renew the church, the nations, and the whole creation. A brief silence. God of the people,
we come seeking wisdom and instruction. Uphold and strengthen lay leaders, teachers, pastors, and
bishops. Teach us your ways and lead us in your paths. God of grace, hear our prayer.

God of the earth, we seek your goodness in the grandeur of creation. Empower us to care for
forests and oceans, as we see you in the world around us. God of grace, hear our prayer.

God of the nations, grant wisdom to leaders, judges, and mediators. Cast out words of hate and
transform them into words for building up community. Remake implements of war to sow peace.
God of grace, hear our prayer.

God of healing, bring comfort and strength. We pray for our kindred and companions who are ill or
despairing, especially Luke & Hannah, Elaine Hedrick, Carla Ringer, Bud Crookshank, Carolyn Pogany,
Ginny Dorsey, Doris Dickman, Diana Gerber, Janet Bergstrom, Dan & Mary Gleghorn, John & Tacy
Raymaley, Beth, and all those we hold in our hearts. Surround all with care and consolation.

God of grace, hear our prayer.

God of new possibilities, when addiction wounds, jealousy tears down, and relationships fray, show us
how to journey with one another. Nurture therapists, counselors, and sponsors in their care for
others. God of grace, hear our prayer.

God of all time, build up our lives that we would reflect your grace. At the last, bring us with all the
saints to your holy city where peace and goodness make a home. God of grace, hear our prayer.
Draw near to us, O God, as we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy through Jesus
Christ, Emmanuel. Amen.

Sharing of the Peace

Special Music Canticle for Advent St. Stephen Choir

Great Thanksgiving: The Lord be with you. And also with you. Lift up your hearts. We lift them to
the Lord. Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Preface ELW page 207

The Words of Institution  Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

The Lord's Prayer: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.

Communion (Gluten free and apple juice options are available) ELW page 208

Post Communion Prayer: God our host, at this table you have fed us with joy and gladness. Send us
forth, eager to share the feast, welcome the stranger, and bear good fruit in the name of Jesus. Amen.

Sending Hymn: Soon and Very Soon ELW 439

Blessing & Dismissal




