
 

 

Looking ahead to October:                

Oct 1     6:30pm Council Mtg. 

Oct 3         9:00am  Mahjong 

Oct 4      9:30am Worship   
      9:30am YouTube & FB 
    10:35am  Pathfinders         
    10:45am  Adult SS                    
    10:45am Congregational  

Oct 7  8-3:30   Lifeline Screening      

Oct 8          4-6pm  Open Table    

Oct 10       9:00am  Mahjong     
      10am  Life Skills 

Oct 11       9:30am Worship   
      9:30am  YouTube & FB 
    10:35am  Pathfinders         
    10:45am  Adult SS                      
                                                                                       

Oct 12       9:00am JOY Breakfast 

Oct 14      11:15am    JOY Trip       

Oct 15        6:00pm  MML& Nathan 

Oct 17         9:00am  Mahjong 

Oct 18       9:30am Worship   
      9:30am  YouTube & FB  
    10:35am Pathfinders           
    10:45am  Council Mtg        

Oct 20     6:30pm Ladies Night Out 

Oct 24       10am  Life Skills        

Oct 25       REFORMATION              
      Third Grade Bibles    
      9:30am Worship      
      9:30am YouTube & FB     
     10:45am  Adult SS     
     10:35am SS Fall Fun  

Oct 31        9:00am  Mahjong  
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S T. S TEPHEN   

E LCA   

LUTHERAN  

CHURCH  

 

  The Lutheran movement began in sixteenth       

century Germany when a university professor       

realized that the church was using “words” in a way 

that was actually hindering the LIVING WORD 

from reaching the hearts of the people.  Some 

teachers in the church were telling people that they 

could buy God’s mercy by purchasing indulgences—

certificates guaranteeing the forgiveness of sin.  The 

professor understood this practice to be saying, 

“You don’t need the LIVING WORD which             

demands a revolution of your life.”  The professor, 

Martin Luther (who was also a priest), did not want 

to begin a new church.  He wanted t stay in the  

Roman Catholic Church to  

(1) debate those whose teachings he thought were 

hindering the Living Word and  

(2) to teach and preach the Gospel when he           

believed would reform the church and would 

call women and men to obedient trust.  We can 

say that Luther understood his work to 

be...leading a teaching movement within 

the Western Church. 

From “BAPTIZED WE LIVE Lutheranism as a Way of Life,” by 

Daniel Erlander 



 

 

 

 J.O.Y. Trip  -  October 14 
J.O.Y. Event                                            

The Barn Restaurant                                   

Wednesday, October 14                            

11:15am 

Join the J.O.Y Group for a fun trip to The Barn 

Restaurant in Smithville.   

Plan to meet at the church at 11:15am to 

carpool.  If you are driving yourself, The Barn is 

located at 877 W, Main St., Smithville, OH 

44677.  

Please sign-up on the bulletin board, if you plan 

to attend so we can sit together. 

Mahjong Classes 

10 - 11:30am 

Saturday, October 10 & 24 

Life Skills 

Life Skills will begin on   

Saturday, October 10 

& 24 from 10:00am - 

11:30am in the Lounge 

led by our member,  

Isobel Faltisco, a past 

Harvest Home Case 

Manager. The group will 

meet twice this month. 

Life Skills focuses on life 

issues and will discuss 

issues people bring up in 

group, such as problem 

solving, time manage-

ment, self awareness, 

forgiveness, etc.  Please 

share this opportunity 

with family and friends. 

 

If you signed up for Mahjong classes, they will be held on four Saturdays in October: 

October 3, October 10, October 17 and October 31 at 9am in the Fellowship Hall. 



 

 

J.O.Y. Breakfast 
The J.O.Y. Group  (Just Older 

Youth)  meets for breakfast the 

2nd  Monday of each month at 

9:00am at  the  Stow Café. 

See you on     

October 12 

Ladies’ Night Out - Oct. 20 

 

Ladies’ Night Out            

Tuesday, Oct. 20             

6:30pm 

Join us for a fun night out 

with good food and 

friends!  On Tuesday,    

October 10, we will be  

ACME Community Cash Back      

Collection 

Earn 5% Community Cash Back.                                                          

The Acme Community Cash Back program runs  

between AUGUST 1, 2026 to FEBRUARY 15, 

2027.   

Please turn in your ENTIRE Acme receipt to the 

collection box on the table in the narthex. We will 

be collecting these receipts through the end of     

January. All money earned will go toward Mission 

Support.  If you have any questions or need your 

receipts picked up, please contact Mary Appleby at 

330-931-9368 (call or text).  

Acme Cash Back 

having dinner at Bangkok 

Thai, located at 3767   

Darrow Road in Stow.   

Please sign-up on the        

bulletin board to attend. 

If you need a ride, please 

contact Pam Collins at  

330-673-3697l 



 

 

Join Jubellation Handbells 
The Jubellation    

Handbell Choir       

rehearses on    

Wednesday                         

evenings from               

7-8:30 p.m. like to 

join the bells.    

The bell choir typically 

plays once a month  

during worship.  

Please see Jennifer 

Cupak and talk to her 

about joining. 

Wednesdays            

7-8:30 p.m. 

Have you always  

wanted to play, but 

didn’t know how to 

start?   

Congregational Meeting - October 4 

Congregational Meeting                               

Sunday, October 4                                       

10:45am 

Please plan to attend this important Congregational 

Meeting on Sunday, October 4 immediately after the 

worship service in the sanctuary.  This meeting will 

discuss revisions to the St. Stephen Constitution and 

Bylaws and answer any questions that you may have. 

“Cocoon Makers” Need Your Ties  
“Cocoon Makers” is a group of   

ladies in Kent who meet once a 

week to make bedrolls, quilts,     

pajamas and other items which are 

freely distributed to the local     

community service organizations.  

They state their mission as “sewing 

God’s bounty to help those in 

need.” 

The organization started about six 

years ago and they have                   

accumulated hundreds of donated 

fabrics.  They currently operate in 

Ravenna. 

They made 65 quilts for the  

Haven of Portage County as it 

prepared a warming center for 

Freedom House, a homeless 

shelter for veterans in Ravenna. 

They make bedrolls and use 

men’s ties to wrap around the 

bedrolls.  Each bedroll takes 

three ties:  two ties to secure 

the ends of the bedroll and one 

tie that joins the other ties to 

make a strap, so the person can 

carry the bedroll over their 

shoulder. 

HOW CAN  WE HELP? 

Anjalee Wagers has        

provided  a box to collect 

men’s ties for this project.   

Please place your men’s ties 

in the box located in the 

narthex and she will take 

them to the Cocoon Makers 

for their bedrolls.   

It’s as easy as that!   

Check out your closets, ask 

your family & friends and 

donate those old ties for a 

good cause. 



 

 

LifeLine Screening - Oct. 7 
LifeLine Screening        

Wed, Oct. 7                     

8am - 3:30pm 

LifeLine Screening will be 

at St. Stephen on Wed., 

October 7 from 8am to 

3:30pm in the Fellowship 

Hall.   

A package of  five 

screenings are offer to 

identify risk of stroke, 

heart disease and other 

chronic conditions: 

• Carotid artery         

ultrasound 

• Abdominal aortic  

aneurysm ultrasound 

• EKG 

• Ultrasound of lower 

legs 

• Osteoporosis Risk 

Assessment 

A discounted offer is  

extended to St. Stephen 

members. 

To schedule an appoint-

ment, please email 

www.llsa.social/habc or 

call 800-324-9458. 

 

Use code: HABC001  

Matthew, Mark, Luke & (beers with) John NATHAN 
MML&J Presents 

Church Together     

Thursday, Oct. 15            

6:00pm 

Matthew, Mark, Luke & 

(beers with) John presents 

Church Together with 

special guest                        

speaker ,from the          

Northeast Ohio Synod, 

The Rev. Nathan Krause, 

Assistant to the Bishop for            

Congregational Vitality 

and Director for                         

Evangelical Mission.  

The event will be held on 

Thursday, October 15 at 

6:00pm in the St. Stephen 

Fellowship Hall 

We will have some beer, 

snacks and other beverages.   

Come and join us to learn 

about the One Church 

Experiment.. 

Please sign-up on the 

bulletin board, if you plan 

to attend. 



 

 

A call for vendors has been 

sent out to various groups.  

An 8-foot table space is 

available for $25.  There is 

an additional charge to rent 

a table ($10) and access 

electricity ($5).              

Applications are available 

through the church office. 

New Home Delivery Program 

Holiday Artisan Market     

Saturday, November 7     

10am - 3pm 

This year’s St. Stephen craft 

show has a holiday theme.  

The Holiday Artisan Market 

will be held in the                 

Fellowship Hall on Saturday, 

November 7. 

If you know an artist,    

crafter or baker who might 

want to participate, please 

pass on the information.   

Vendor Applications are 

available on the bulletin 

board . 

St. Stephen is working with the Akron-

Canton Regional Foodbank on their new 

Home Delivery Program.   

The Foodbank, working with area 

agencies, has developed a list of 

individuals who cannot leave their homes 

to shop for food.  To address this need, a 

new program was begun to help get food 

to their table. 

Holiday Artisan Market - November 7 

 

 As part of this new program, St. Stephen 

fills 10 identical grocery bags with 20lbs. 

of food from our pantry.  The Foodbank 

identifies those in need and a driver     

delivers the groceries to their door.   

This program has just begun and is very 

new.  If you are interested in participating 

in packing bags, please contact Pastor John 

or Keli Miller. 



 

 



 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Choir is Welcoming New Members 

 

Google Classroom 
Join St. Stephen’s Google Classroom for    

sermon manuscripts, sermon and general       

articles, essays, and for more insight into each 

week’s  3-Minute Book Club. 

 

ThursDay Bible Study  
ThursDay Bible Study                           

The ThursDay Bible Study is 

BACK! 

Meet in the lounge at                                

10:00 - 11:30am. 

St. Stephen’s choir will practice on Sundays at 8:30am in our choir room. The 

first rehearsal is scheduled for Sunday, August 30. 

We rehearse Sunday mornings before our church service and sing twice a 

month.  We have a strong core of wonderful, talented, music reading musicians.  

If you would love to join us, but you don’t read music, you will have plenty of 

support from that group.                                                                                         

We laugh, sing and work hard. 

If you love to sing, want to meet new people and want a  morning filled with  

laughter and a sense of accomplishment, the choir is a place for you.  See you on 

Sunday in the choir room.                                                              

      Dawn Horner, Choir Director 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

St. Stephen offers a FREE          

community dinner on the 

second Thursday of each 

month in the Fellowship 

Hall. 

OPEN TABLE DINNER 

is open to everyone.  We 

invite St. Stephen     

members to join us for 

dinner with friends and 

family, as well as our 

Stow neighbors.          

Everyone who uses the    

building has received an 

invitation.  The meal is 

advertised by outdoor  

signage, in the pantry and 

word-of-mouth.    

Plan to come and join us in 

this fellowship and service          

activity.   

Want to help? 

If you would like to help 

with the meal and become 

part of a meal team, there’s 

a place for you. 

On the day of the meal: 

 2:30 - 5pm Meal Prep 

Cook and Serve 

 5pm  Deliver meals 

 5:00-6:30pm  Serve and 

clean-up 

Menus have been           
predetermined and food 

will be purchased in       

advance.  Most of the 

cooking will be done in the 

St. Stephen kitchen. 

Monthly sign-up sheets are on the 

bulletin board to volunteer for 

future  dinners. 

Future Open Table dates 

on the 2nd  Thursday of 

each month: 

 November 12 

 December 10 

                                      

JOIN US on                              

Thursday,                         

October 8                 

4-6pm.   

Sign-up to help at OPEN TABLE on the bulletin board 
 



 

 

PREPARING  FOR  SUNDAY   
Have you checked out Pastor John’s PREPARING 

FOR  SUNDAY email?  In case you may have missed 

it, or meant to open it, but never did, check it out! 

PREPARING FOR SUNDAY comes in your email 

and is also available on YouTube.   

Listen and watch this weekly          

Bible Study and text reference. 

October  Be the Change 

Northeast Ohio Synod                             

$1,000 
 

Having Trouble Reaching the Clothing Shed? 
To help, there will be a flexible 

bin in the narthex where you 

may bring your closed bags       

(13 gallon) of clothing and we 

will take it to the shed for you. 

Please leave them near the exit 

closest to the kitchenette. 

It’s come to our attention that 

many of you have had a hard 

time reaching the window on 

the clothing shed to donate 

your clothing.  

St. Pauly has placed the shed 

window so that it doesn’t            

become vandalized. 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 

Servant Keeper Online Giving 
 

 https://giving.servantkeeper.com/StStephenLutheranChurchStow  

St. Stephen has a New Online Giving Application 

To use Servant Keeper Online Giving, scan the QR code or use the URL. (above).  Sign-up.    Follow the 

directions and enter your personal email.  Update password of your choosing.   (An email will be sent to 

verify).  The new password will need to have 8 characters, one capital, one symbol. Add the payment 

method:  credit card or bank account transfer.  Schedule.  Choose account.  Enter amount.       Cover 

Processing Fee to pay for it out of your personal account.  Choose frequency. (Weekly, Semi-Monthly, 

Monthly, Annual)  SAVE.   

You can change your giving amount or frequency whenever you choose.    Once complete, you will     

receive a confirming email from Servant Keeper. 

Servant Keeper will automatically add an app to your device so that you can change your options easily.  

It will default to a St. Stephen screen when opened and can be used for Give Now occasions when you 

may want to additionally give for other instances, i.e. Mission Support, Be the Change, etc.   You can   

access your scheduled giving by clicking the ‘3 lines” in the upper left corner. 

 

 

S  
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https://giving.servantkeeper.com/StStephenLutheranChurchStow


 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Live-streamed Worship  
If you haven’t checked it 

out yet, give it a try.  Go to 

Facebook on Sunday      

morning at 9:30am to watch   

Pastor John live-stream the 

Service of the Word.  You 

can follow along in your 

bulletin for the worship and 

prayers. Bulletins are also 

available on our website. 

The morning worship is available 

at 9:30am on YouTube.  You can        

subscribe and your St. Stephen 

videos will be kept together on 

the site.  Both Facebook and 

YouTube are now available on 

our website. By clicking in the 

upper right corner on their icon, 

you will be taken directly to the 

site. 

www.ststephen-stow.com 

 

 

 

 
 

 

2026 Flower Calendar 
The 2026 Flower Calendar is    

posted on the bulletin board. 

If you would like to celebrate or     

recognize an occasion, please     

sign-up for your preferred date. 

On the dates that are noted as       

holidays on the calendar, the 

church will supply the flowers.  If 

you wish one of those dates, please 

contact the church office.  

Please include your name and 

the reason for the                   

remembrance.    

You are welcome to bring 

your own flowers or order 

from a local florist. 

Giving Envelopes If you need                         

Giving Envelopes,                

please contact the               

church office. 

 

office.ststephenstow@gmail.com  

or call 330-688-7213.   



 

 

Crochet/Knit Needed Items      

 
 

blankets at home, you 

can still share your 

items with people in 

need.   

Items received will be 

placed in Lydia’s Pantry 

for the taking. 

 

 
The Crochet/Knit 

Group no longer 

meets a the church. 

However, if you enjoy 

making hats, scarves, 

afghans and lap                           

 

S T E E P L E  V I E W S  

Throughout the year, the 

path of study is chosen 

from books of the Bible or 

Christian-themed             

literature.  The            

conversations each week 

are the best part of this 

group.  You can attend 

any time.   

Saturdays                   

8:00-9:30 a.m. 

Men in Mission is a    

faith-based study group 

for men of all ages that 

meets every Saturday 

from 8:00 - 9:30 a.m.    

in-person.     

Men in Mission Bible Study 

 

Please bring 

your finished 

items to be  

given in    

Lydia’s     

Pantry 

In-Person 

REFORMATION  

SUNDAY, October 25 



 

 

Lydia’s Pantry  Acts 16: 12-15  

The Lydia’s Pantry is open on 

Tuesday and Thursday from 

9am-3pm.  

If you would like to           

volunteer, a schedule is on 

the bulletin board. 

If you would like to donate 

items to the pantry, please 

check out at the list of    

needed items.    

Monetary donations are 

always welcome.                                

Lydia’s Pantry  

Food Items 

Hot Cereal:  Oatmeal, Single Packs                  

Cold Cereal:  Boxes, Single Packs                     

Breakfast/Cereal/ Granola Bars                  

Pancake Mix & Pancake Syrup                     

Macaroni & Cheese  Boxed, Single Cups          

Hamburger Helper                                              

Manwich Sauce                                                     

Pasta & Pasta Sauce                                            

Peanut Butter & Jelly Grape, Strawberry             

Boxed Potatoes, Boxed Stuffing Mix                   

Rice, Egg Noodles                                                

Fruit, Applesauce, Jello, Pudding Cups               

Crackers:  Peanut Butter, Cheese Packs                 

Salad Dressing                                                    

Juice, Juice Boxes                                               

Single Chip Snack Bags, Microwave Popcorn      

Coffee/Filters/Tea Bags/ Hot Chocolate Packs   

Canned Chili, Beef Stew, Pasta                           

Canned Soup                                                        

Canned Meats:  Tuna, Chicken, Ham                     

Canned Fruits, Vegetables, Beans, Tomatoes 

Hygiene Items 

Soap/Shower Gel, Hand Soap                             

Shampoo                                                              

Toothpaste, Toothbrushes                                   

Feminine Products                                                

Diapers & Baby Wipes 

Paper & Cleaning Products 

Toilet Paper, Paper Towels, Facial Tissue            

Dish Detergent, Clothes Detergent                     

Liquid Multi-Purpose Cleaner 

Collection for 

October  

Items needed in the  

pantry now: 

• Canned meat 

• Sides 

• Detergent 

• Shampoo 

• Canned Fruit 

• Dish Soap 

 

The pantry served 303 people in          

September including 53 NEW families. 



 

 

             October 

UPCOMING 

EVENTS: 

Sunday, Oct 4 

9:30am  Worship 

10:35a Pathfinders 

 

Sunday,  Oct 11 

9:30am  Worship 

10:35a Pathfinders   
 

 

 

Sunday,  Oct. 18     

9:30am  Worship 

10:35a Pathfinders 
 

 

Sunday,  Oct. 25 

9:30am Worship     

THIRD GRADE 

BIBLES                                      

10:35am - 12noon 

SUNDAY 

SCHOOL FALL 

FUN 

 
   

 

 

 

 
SUNDAY SCHOOL  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday School Fall Fun 
For Pre-K to HS Seniors 

Sunday, October 25th  

10:30 to NOON 
Games, Trick or Treat and a SNACK. 

  
Wear your Halloween costume if 

you like. 
  

Questions: Call/text Mary                                  
330-931-9368 

  

                                        Parents:                                    

Please give prayerful          

consideration to             

volunteering for             

Pathfinders Sunday 

School.. 

Pre-K - 6th grade                   

If you have any                                

questions or want to 

learn more, please           

contact Mary Appleby. 

 

October  25 
REFORMATION 

3rd Grade 

Bibles 
9:30am worship 

service 

tel:(330)%20931-9368


 

 



 

 

Join us  EVERY  SUNDAY at 

10:45am in the Lounge. 

Bring your coffee, snack and a 

copy of Taking 

Faith Home 
 

 

 

 

 

Nursery Update 
The Nursery doors will be open during and after 

worship service for your children; however, it will no 

longer be staffed.  Please plan to stay with your children. 



 

 

October 

Happy Anniversary! 

                                                      

10/3   Mary Appleby 

10/4    Dawn Horner 

10/6    Kim Goosby 

10/7     Clay Martin 

10/7    Cindy Vestals 

10/11   Tracie McNutt 

10/15   Pam Collins 

10/15  Gretchen Riker-Willig 

10/17   Michelle Amato 

10/18   Rhonda Karlson 

10/21   Chloe Martin 

10/27   Claire Miller 

10/28   Tyler Harrington 

10/29   Julie Biondo 

10/29   Deb Friedt 

10/30   Debbie Stocker 

10/31   David Lang 

Special thanks to                                                    

Great Harvest 

Bread Company                

for donating our 

communion bread 

every week. 

Please tell them 

Thank You!                                          

when you stop in 



 

 

 

 

 

 

October Volunteers 

Date Asst. Minister Lector Usher 

 9:30 am  Worship     

4 Jane Hecht Debbie Smetts Jim Karlson 

11 Fran Dieter Connie Wilson Ed Crabtree 

18 Brady Pierce Kevin Strohl Jane Koch 

25 Doug Berkey Isobel Faltisco Mary & Ray Appleby 

Date CPOD 

4 Larry Kribs 

11 Jane Koch 

18 Mike Leffler 

25 Michelle Rousseau 

Date Coffee 

4 Jane Koch 

11 Connie Wilson 

18 Seth Kohut 

25 JoAnn Schoonover 

Altar Guild Care Team 

Anjalee Wagers Lydia Heiser 



 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 26 27 28 29 30 31 

October 2026 

www.ststephen-stow.com 

Congregational Mtg  

7pm Bells 

8-5:30pm  

LifeLine 

Screening 

4-6pm 

9am JOY Breakfast 

Worship 9:30am 

Bible Baptist 

8am 

REFORMATION 

6:30pm Council 

Meeting  

(Google Talks)  

9am Mahjong   

10am Life Skills 

Worship 9:30am 

6:30 Border 

6:30 Cubs 

8am 

6:30 Border 

6pm MML & 
(beers with)   
NATHAN    
presents Church 
Together 

Worship 9:30am 111:15am  JOY 

Lunch at The Barn 

8am 

6:30 Border 

7pm Scouts 

8am 

Worship 9:30am 

6:30 Ladies’ 

Night Out 

6:30 Border 

7pm Scouts 

7pm Scouts 

6:30 Cubs 

6:30 Cubs 

6:30 Cubs 

6:30pm  Cubs 

7pm Bells 

7pm Bells 

7pm Bells 

10:35a 

10:35a 

7pm Scouts 

8am 

9am Mahjong   

10:35a 

10:35a 

9am Mahjong   

10am Life Skills 

9am Mahjong   


