Sunday, April 13, 2025
Passion/Palm Sunday

St. Stephen Lutheran Church

Rooted in our Tradition, Open to Yours
Welcome and Prelude

Gathering
(We will be processing from the front parking lot outside the office through the narthex.)

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

Processional Gospel: Luke 19:28-40

The holy gospel according to St. Luke, the 19t Chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

28 After he had said this, [Jesus] went on ahead, going up to Jerusalem.

29When he had come near Bethphage and Bethany, at the place called the Mount
of Olives, he sent two of the disciples, 3°saying, “Go into the village ahead of you,
and as you enter it you will find tied there a colt that has never been ridden. Untie it
and bring it here. 3'If anyone asks you, ‘Why are you untying it?’ just say this, ‘The
Lord needs it." " 32So those who were sent departed and found it as he had told
them. 33 As they were untying the colt, its owners asked them, “Why are you untying
the colt?” 3# They said, “The Lord needs it.” 3> Then they brought it to Jesus; and after
throwing their cloaks on the colt, they set Jesus on it. 3¢ As he rode along, people
kept spreading their cloaks on the road. 3" As he was now approaching the path
down from the Mount of Olives, the whole multitude of the disciples began to praise
God joyfully with a loud voice for all the deeds of power that they had seen, 38saying,

“Blessed is the king who comes in the name of the Lord!

Peace in heaven, and glory in the highest heaven!”
39 Some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, order your disciples to
stop.” 40He answered, "I tell you, if these were silent, the stones would shout out.”

The word of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.



*Blessing of Palms
The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Let us pray. We praise you, O God, for redeeming the world through our Savior Jesus
Christ. Today he entered the holy city in triumph and was proclaimed messiah and
king by those who spread garments and branches along his way. Bless these
branches and those who carry them. Grant us grace to follow our Lord in the way of
the cross, so that, joined to his death and resurrection, we enter into life with you;

through the same Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.
Amen.

*Qpening Hymn All Glory, Laud, and Honor ELW 344
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cre - a - tion and all mor - tals in cho-rus make re - ply.
our praise and prayer and an - thems be - fore you we pre - sent.
To you, now high ex - alt - ed, our mel -0 - dy we raise.

great au - thor of all good - ness, O good and gra-cious King.
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Confession and Forgiveness

Blessed be the holy Trinity, *+ one God who forgives all our sin,
whose mercy endures forever.

Amen.

Let us return to God, confessing our sin in the assurance of God'’s abiding love.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Compassionate One,

you are slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love, but our lives do not
always reflect you and your love for the world.

We do not show others the tender compassion you have shown to us.

We do not welcome others with the radical hospitality you grant to all people.
We oppress others, even though you have set us free again and again.

We squander the abundant gifts of the earth.

Transform our lives and guide us again in the way of the cross.

Amen.

Beloved in Christ, God's arms are always stretched open wide to welcome the
wandering ones home. In +# Christ your sins are forgiven.
You have a place in God'’s house forever.

Amen.
Sermon
Marty Haugen
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Gospel: Luke 22:[14-23] 24-71 Glory to you, O Lord.

[ When the hour came, [Jesus] took his place at the table, and the apostles with him. > He said to
them, "I have eagerly desired to eat this Passover with you before I suffer; "¢ for I tell you, I will not eat it
until it is fulfilled in the kingdom of God.” ' Then he took a cup, and after giving thanks he said, “Take
this and divide it among yourselves; ®for I tell you that from now on I will not drink of the fruit of the
vine until the kingdom of God comes.” " Then he took a loaf of bread, and when he had given thanks,
he broke it and gave it to them, saying, “This is my body, which is given for you. Do this in
remembrance of me.” 2° And he did the same with the cup after supper, saying, “This cup that is poured
out for you is the new covenant in my blood. 2" But see, the one who betrays me is with me, and his
hand is on the table. 2? For the Son of Man is going as it has been determined, but woe to that one by
whom he is betrayed!” 23 Then they began to ask one another which one of them it could be who

would do this.]

24 A dispute also arose among them as to which one of them was to be regarded as
the greatest. > But he said to them, “The kings of the Gentiles lord it over them; and
those in authority over them are called benefactors. 2 But not so with you; rather the
greatest among you must become like the youngest, and the leader like one who
serves. 2’ For who is greater, the one who is at the table or the one who serves? Is it
not the one at the table? But I am among you as one who serves.

28"You are those who have stood by me in my trials; 2 and I confer on you, just as
my Father has conferred on me, a kingdom, 3°so that you may eat and drink at my
table in my kingdom, and you will sit on thrones judging the twelve tribes of Israel.

31"Simon, Simon, listen! Satan has demanded to sift all of you like wheat, 3?but I
have prayed for you that your own faith may not fail; and you, when once you have
turned back, strengthen your brothers.” 33 And he said to him, “Lord, I am ready to go
with you to prison and to death!” 3* Jesus said, “I tell you, Peter, the cock will not crow
this day, until you have denied three times that you know me.”

3 He said to them, “When I sent you out without a purse, bag, or sandals, did you
lack anything?” They said, “No, not a thing.” 3¢ He said to them, “But now, the one who
has a purse must take it, and likewise a bag. And the one who has no sword must sell
his cloak and buy one. 3’ For I tell you, this scripture must be fulfilled in me, ‘And he
was counted among the lawless’; and indeed what is written about me is being
fulfilled.” 38 They said, “Lord, look, here are two swords.” He replied, “It is enough.”

39 He came out and went, as was his custom, to the Mount of Olives; and the
disciples followed him. “°When he reached the place, he said to them, “Pray that you
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may not come into the time of trial.” #' Then he withdrew from them about a stone’s
throw, knelt down, and prayed, 4*“Father, if you are willing, remove this cup from me;
yet, not my will but yours be done.” 43 [Then an angel from heaven appeared to him
and gave him strength. 44In his anguish he prayed more earnestly, and his sweat
became like great drops of blood falling down on the ground.] 4> When he got up
from prayer, he came to the disciples and found them sleeping because of

grief, 4¢and he said to them, "Why are you sleeping? Get up and pray that you may
not come into the time of trial.”

47 While he was still speaking, suddenly a crowd came, and the one called Judas,
one of the twelve, was leading them. He approached Jesus to kiss him; 4 but Jesus
said to him, “Judas, is it with a kiss that you are betraying the Son of Man?” 4°When
those who were around him saw what was coming, they asked, “Lord, should we strike
with the sword?” *°Then one of them struck the slave of the high priest and cut off his
right ear. ' But Jesus said, “No more of this!” And he touched his ear and healed
him. > Then Jesus said to the chief priests, the officers of the temple police, and the
elders who had come for him, “"Have you come out with swords and clubs as if [ were
a bandit? > When I was with you day after day in the temple, you did not lay hands on
me. But this is your hour, and the power of darkness!”

>4 Then they seized him and led him away, bringing him into the high priest's

house. But Peter was following at a distance. >> When they had kindled a fire in the
middle of the courtyard and sat down together, Peter sat among them. > Then a
servant-girl, seeing him in the firelight, stared at him and said, “This man also was
with him.” > But he denied it, saying, “Woman, I do not know him.” >8 A little later
someone else, on seeing him, said, "You also are one of them.” But Peter said, “Man, 1
am not!” >® Then about an hour later still another kept insisting, “Surely this man also
was with him; for he is a Galilean.” %9 But Peter said, “Man, I do not know what you are
talking about!” At that moment, while he was still speaking, the cock crowed. ¢' The
Lord turned and looked at Peter. Then Peter remembered the word of the Lord, how
he had said to him, “Before the cock crows today, you will deny me three
times.” 2 And he went out and wept bitterly.

63 Now the men who were holding Jesus began to mock him and beat him; % they
also blindfolded him and kept asking him, “Prophesy! Who is it that struck
you?” 8 They kept heaping many other insults on him.
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% When day came, the assembly of the elders of the people, both chief priests and
scribes, gathered together, and they brought him to their council. ¢’ They said, “If you
are the Messiah, tell us.” He replied, "If I tell you, you will not believe; %8 and if I
question you, you will not answer. # But from now on the Son of Man will be seated
at the right hand of the power of God.” 7? All of them asked, “Are you, then, the Son of
God?" He said to them, “You say that I am.” 7' Then they said, “What further testimony
do we need? We have heard it ourselves from his own lips!”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.



My Song Is Love Unknown

ELW 343 vs 1-4
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5 In life no house, no home

6 Here might I stay and sing—

my Loxd on earth might have;

in death no friendly tomb

but what a stranger gave.

What may I say? Heav'n was his home
but mine the tomb wherein he lay.

no story so divine!

Never was love, dear King,

never was grief like thine.

This is my foiend, in whose sweet praise -
Tall my days could gladly spend!



Prayers of the People
Led by the Spirit, let us turn to God in prayer for the church, the world, and all those
in need.

A brief silence.

Guide your church this Holy Week as we follow in the servant way of Jesus. Protect
those who face hostility or oppression for their faith. Humble those who would use
faith to dominate others and reinforce their own power.

God, in your mercy, receive our prayer.

Make your creation a living witness to Christ's passion and resurrection: in waving
palms, shouting stones, fragrant vineyards, murmuring wheat, and revealing fire.
Make us attentive to your holy presence in the world, that we may care for the
earth you love. God, in your mercy, receive our prayer.

Let your face shine upon the leaders of nations and let the same mind be in them as
was in Christ Jesus, so that those with the most power may humble themselves to
serve the most vulnerable. God, in your mercy, receive our prayer.

Sustain the weary with a word. Grant perseverance to political prisoners and to any
who are exploited, unjustly accused, or wrongly convicted. Abide with all who are in
jails, detention centers, or prisons. Console all who experience times of trial or
suffering, especially Dave Renninger, Ted and Jacqui Jarmol, Ginny Dorsey, Jon Paul,
Carl & Sharon Ohnmeiss, Dan & Mary Gleghorn, John & Tacy Raymaley, and all those
we hold in our hearts.

God, in your mercy, receive our prayer.

Give strength to those who will lead worship during Holy Week: pastors, altar guilds,
musicians and assisting ministers, ushers, and office staff. Instill in them awe and
joy, that their service may reflect the love of Jesus.

God, in your mercy, receive our prayer.

We give thanks to you for our beloved dead, trusting that as the cross of Jesus led to
the empty tomb, so you welcome those who have died into the paradise of your
presence.

God, in your mercy, receive our prayer.



Receive the prayers of your people and draw all things together in your love, in the
name of Jesus, who leads us from death to life. Amen.

The Sharing of the Peace

Special Music Jubellation Bell Choir

Meal

Great Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Preface

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you,
Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth. In love you made us for yourself; and
when we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, your love remained
steadfast. You bid your faithful people cleanse their hearts for the Easter feast, that,
renewed by your Word and Sacraments and fervent in prayer and works of justice and
mercy, we may come to the fullness of grace that you have prepared for those who
love you. And so, with your people on earth and all the company of heaven we praise
your name and join their unending hymn:
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The Words of Institution

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for
you. Do this for the remembrance of me

Again after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s
death until he comes. Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

The Lord's Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and

the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
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Communion

All baptized Christians are welcome to participate in Holy Communion. We ask children
who have not had First Communion instruction, or adults who do not wish to receive
communion, to keep their hands folded and they will receive a blessing.
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you suf-fered death our lives to save: have mer-cy now, we pray.
you set us free from guilt and grave: have mer-cy now, we pray.

e - ter-nal peace with God you made: give us your peace,we pray.

Post-Communion Prayer

Generous Host,

you have shared your feast with us and made us new.

Send us now to set tables of love and grace in our communities,
that your liberating love might nourish the world into freedom,
in the name of the crucified one, Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.
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Beneath the Cross of Jesus

ELW 338
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my. . . sin - ful self my on - ly shame,my glo - ry all, the cross.
Blessing

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord's face shine on you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor and +# give you peace. Thanks be to God.

Dismissal
Go in peace. Care for others as God cares for you.
Thanks be to God.
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