Passion / Palm Sunday
Sunday, March 29, 2026

Rooted in our Tradition, Open to Yours
Welcome and Prelude

(We will be processing from the Fellowship Hall.)

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

Processional Gospel: Matthew 21:1-11

The holy gospel according to St. Matthew, the 21t Chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

TWhen they had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage, at the Mount of
Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, 2 saying to them, “Go into the village ahead of you,
and immediately you will find a donkey tied and a colt with her; untie them and
bring them to me. 3If anyone says anything to you, just say this, ‘The Lord needs
them.” And he will send them immediately.” 4 This took place to fulfill what had been
spoken through the prophet:

> “Tell the daughter of Zion, Look, your king is coming to you, humble and
mounted on a donkey, and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.”
®The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them; ” they brought the donkey
and the colt and put their cloaks on them, and he sat on them. 8 A very large crowd
spread their cloaks on the road, and others cut branches from the trees and spread
them on the road. ° The crowds that went ahead of him and that followed were
shouting,

“Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the
Lord! Hosanna in the highest heaven!”
19When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil, asking, “Who is
this?” 1 The crowds were saying, “This is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in Galilee.”
The word of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.



*Blessing of Palms
The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Let us pray. We praise you, O God, for redeeming the world through our Savior Jesus
Christ. Today he entered the holy city in triumph and was proclaimed messiah and
king by those who spread garments and branches along his way. Bless these
branches and those who carry them. Grant us grace to follow our Lord in the way of
the cross, so that, joined to his death and resurrection, we enter into life with you;
through the same Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.

Amen.

*Opening Hymn: All Glory, Laud, and Honor
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1 You are the king of Is - rael and Da-vid’s roy - al Son,
2 The com-pa-ny of an - gels are prais-ing you on high;
3 The mul - ti - tude of  pil - grims with palms be - fore you went;
4 To  you, be-fore your pas - sion, they sang their hymns of praise.
5 Their prais-es you ac - cept - ed; ac - cept the prayers we bring,
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now in the Lord’s name com - ing, our King and Bless-ed One.
cre - a - tion and all mor - tals in cho-rus make re - ply.
our praise and prayer and an - thems be - fore you we pre - sent.
To you, now high ex - alt - ed, our mel - o - dy we raise.

great au - thor of all good - ness, O good and gra-cious King.

~Please be seated~



Confession and Forgiveness

Blessed be the holy Trinity, *+ one God who forgives all our sin,
whose mercy endures forever.

Amen.

Let us return to God, confessing our sin in the assurance of God'’s abiding love.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Compassionate One,

you are slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love, but our lives do not
always reflect you and your love for the world.

We do not show others the tender compassion you have shown to us.

We do not welcome others with the radical hospitality you grant to all people.
We oppress others, even though you have set us free again and again.

We squander the abundant gifts of the earth.

Transform our lives and guide us again in the way of the cross.

Amen.

Beloved in Christ, God's arms are always stretched open wide to welcome the
wandering ones home. In +# Christ your sins are forgiven.

You have a place in God'’s house forever.

Amen.

Marty Haugen
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Gospel: Matthew 27:11-54 Glory to you, O Lord.

""Now Jesus stood before the governor, and the governor asked him, “Are you the
king of the Jews?” Jesus said, “You say so.” ' But when he was accused by the chief
priests and elders, he did not answer. '* Then Pilate said to him, “Do you not hear how
many accusations they make against you?” '“ But he gave him no answer, not even to
a single charge, so that the governor was greatly amazed.

> Now at the festival the governor was accustomed to release a prisoner for the
crowd, anyone whom they wanted. '° At that time they had a notorious prisoner called
Jesus Barabbas. '’ So after they had gathered, Pilate said to them, “Whom do you
want me to release for you, Jesus Barabbas or Jesus who is called the Messiah?” ' For
he realized that it was out of jealousy that they had handed him over. '” While he was
sitting on the judgment seat, his wife sent word to him, “Have nothing to do with that
innocent man, for today I have suffered a great deal because of a dream about
him.” °“ Now the chief priests and the elders persuaded the crowds to ask for
Barabbas and to have Jesus killed. °' The governor again said to them, “Which of the
two do you want me to release for you?” And they said, “Barabbas.” *° Pilate said to
them, “Then what should I do with Jesus who is called the Messiah?” All of them said,
“Let him be crucified!” 23 Then he asked, “Why, what evil has he done?” But they
shouted all the more, “Let him be crucified!”

24So when Pilate saw that he could do nothing but rather that a riot was
beginning, he took some water and washed his hands before the crowd, saying, "I am
innocent of this man'’s blood; see to it yourselves.” 2> Then the people as a whole
answered, “His blood be on us and on our children!” 26 So he released Barabbas for
them, and after flogging Jesus he handed him over to be crucified.

2" Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the governor's headquarters,
and they gathered the whole cohort around him. 28 They stripped him and put a
scarlet robe on him, 22 and after twisting some thorns into a crown they put it on his
head. They put a reed in his right hand and knelt before him and mocked him, saying,
“Hail, King of the Jews!” 39 They spat on him and took the reed and struck him on the
head. 3" After mocking him, they stripped him of the robe and put his own clothes on
him. Then they led him away to crucify him.

32 As they went out, they came upon a man from Cyrene named Simon; they
compelled this man to carry his cross. 33 And when they came to a place called
Golgotha (which means Place of a Skull), 34 they offered him wine to drink, mixed with
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gall, but when he tasted it, he would not drink it. 3> And when they had crucified him,
they divided his clothes among themselves by casting lots; 3¢ then they sat down
there and kept watch over him. 37 Over his head they put the charge against him,
which read, “This is Jesus, the King of the Jews.”

38 Then two rebels were crucified with him, one on his right and one on his
left. 3 Those who passed by derided him, shaking their heads “° and saying, “You who
would destroy the temple and build it in three days, save yourself! If you are the Son
of God, come down from the cross.” 4" In the same way the chief priests also, along
with the scribes and elders, were mocking him, saying, 42 “He saved others; he cannot
save himself. He is the King of Israel; let him come down from the cross now, and we
will believe in him. 43 He trusts in God; let God deliver him now, if he wants to, for he
said, Tam God's Son." " 4 The rebels who were crucified with him also taunted him in
the same way.

4> From noon on, darkness came over the whole land until three in the
afternoon. 46 And about three o'clock Jesus cried with a loud voice, “Eli, Eli, lema
sabachthani?” that is, "My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” 4’ When some
of the bystanders heard it, they said, “This man is calling for Elijah.” 4 At once one of
them ran and got a sponge, filled it with sour wine, put it on a stick, and gave it to
him to drink. 4° But the others said, “Wait, let us see whether Elijah will come to save
him.” *°Then Jesus cried again with a loud voice and breathed his last. > At that
moment the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. The earth
shook, and the rocks were split. > The tombs also were opened, and many bodies of
the saints who had fallen asleep were raised. >3 After his resurrection they came out of
the tombs and entered the holy city and appeared to many. ** Now when the
centurion and those with him, who were keeping watch over Jesus, saw the
earthquake and what took place, they were terrified and said, “Truly this man was
God's Son!”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon



My Song Is Love Unknown

ELW 343 vs 1,2,3,4
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in death no friendly tomb

but what a stranger gave.

What may I say? Heav'n was his home
but mine the tomb wherein he lay.

Never was love, dear King,
never was grief like thine.

This is my foiend, in whose sweet praise -
Tall my days could gladly spend!



Prayers of the People
Reconciled by God's mercy and sustained by God's presence, let us pray for the world
and its needs.

A brief silence.

O God, you announce words of grace and truth. Give wisdom to all preachers in your
church both globally and locally. Open our hearts to encounter the infinite life you
offer in Jesus. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

You hold the whole universe. Gather sun and moon, clouds and stars, land and
sea, and plants and animals around the cross, so that all creation bears witness
to your saving love. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Your power is sure. Destroy inequity and division in every place, and build your
beloved community among all people. Guide judges, attorneys, and juries so that
they act with justice and fairness. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Your heart breaks open at our pain. Send healing and vindication to all who, like
Jesus, know the sting of betrayal, denial, abuse, or false accusations, especially Jill,
LeeAnn & Bob, Donna, Todd, Ted & Jacqui, Bud, Carolyn, Doris, Janet, Dan & Mary,
Beth, John Luoma and all those we hold in our hearts. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Your ways show compassion. Let this same mind be in us as we enter Holy Week.
Bless those here who will lead worship and tell the story of Jesus’ death and
resurrection. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

O God, your embrace is eternal. Praise and thanks to you for all the faithful departed
who rest in your mercy. Deliver us all from death’s power and raise us to life in
you. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Receive our prayers, O God, through Jesus Christ, our strength and salvation.
Amen.



The Sharing of the Peace

Special Music All Glory, Laud and Honor Jubellation Bell Choir
by Jason W. Kruger

Meal

Great Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Preface

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you,
Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth. In love you made us for yourself; and
when we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, your love remained
steadfast. You bid your faithful people cleanse their hearts for the Easter feast, that,
renewed by your Word and Sacraments and fervent in prayer and works of justice and
mercy, we may come to the fullness of grace that you have prepared for those who
love you. And so, with your people on earth and all the company of heaven we praise
your name and join their unending hymn:
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The Words of Institution

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for
you. Do this for the remembrance of me

Again after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s
death until he comes. Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and
the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.




Communion

All baptized Christians are welcome to participate in Holy Communion. We ask children
who have not had First Communion instruction, or adults who do not wish to receive
communion, to keep their hands folded and they will receive a blessing.
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you suf-fered death our lives to save: have mer-cy now, we pray.
you set us free from guilt and grave: have mer-cy now, we pray.

e - ter-nal peace with God you made: give us your peace,we pray.

Post-Communion Prayer

God of our salvation,

we give you thanks for this meal that restores our souls,
reconciles us to you, and strengthens us for the journey.
Through the body and blood of your Son,

may we become Christ’s body in the world,

bearing witness to your love for all creation,

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.
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*Through the Night of Doubt and Sorrow
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Blessing

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord's face shine on you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor and +# give you peace. Thanks be to God.

Dismissal
Go in peace. Believe the good news.
Thanks be to God.
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