Sunday, January 28, 2024

4t Sunday after Epiphany

St. Stephen Lutheran Church

Rooted in our Tradition, Open to Yours

Welcome and Prelude

Confession and Forgiveness

Blessed be the holy Trinity, *+ one God, creator of darkness and light, word of truth,
wind sweeping over the waters.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Silence is kept for reflection.

God, our rock and refuge,

we pour out our hearts before you.

We have known you but have not always loved you.

We have wounded one another and sinned against you.

We have not always recognized the Holy Spirit dwelling in each of us.
Remember your covenant.

Renew your creation.

Restore us, that we might proclaim your good news to all.

Amen.

The voice of the Lord is upon the waters. God has spoken: The time of grace is now.
In Jesus, the reign of God has come near. By the authority of + Jesus Christ,

your sins are forgiven. You are God's beloved.

Amen.



Songs of Thankfulness and Praise

ELW 310
0e : ; :
)T A . 1T | P [ | IL) { iI | I II T I :
W‘é- 3 ] L‘_i — a{

1 Songs of thank-ful - ness and praise, Je - sus, Lord, to thee we raise;

2 Man -1i-fest at Jor-dan’s stream, proph-et, priest,and king su - preme;

3 Man -1i- fest in mak-ing whole weak-ened bod - y, faint-ing soul;

4

Grant us grace to see thee, Lord, pres - ent in thy ho - ly word;
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man -1 - fest-ed by the star to the sa-ges from a - far,
and at Ca-na wed-ding guest in thy God-head man-1i - fest;
man -1 - fest in  val - iant fight, quell-ing all the dev-il’s might;
grace to im - i - tate thee now and be pure, as pure art thou;
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Da - vid’s stem
pow’r di - vine,
gra - cious will,
we might be - come like thee

branch of roy - al
man - 1 - fest in
man - 1 - fest in
that
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in  thy birth at Beth - le - hem:
chang-ing wa - ter in - to wine;
ev - er bring-ing good from ill:
at thy great e - piph - a - ny,
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an - thems be to thee ad-dressed,
an - thems be to thee ad-dressed,
an - thems be to thee ad-dressed,
and may praise thee, ev - er blest,

Greeting

God in flesh made man-1i - fest.

The grace of Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit

be with you all. And also with you.
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1 Glo-ry be God
2 Glo-ry be
3 Ho-ly One we

to in

to

Christ for - ev - er,
now ac-claim you; Lord
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heav-en; peace, good-will to  all the earth.

Lamb of God and Lord of love.

a - lone, to you we call;
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Might-y God of all

cre - a - tion, Fa - ther

of sur - pass-ing worth:

Son

0

of God and gra-cious Sav - ior, you have come from heav’'n a - bove;

Ho - ly One

in faith we name you, God most high, yet

near to all:
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we ex - alt you, we a -

dore you, we lift high our thanks and praise.

on the cross you died to save us;

Je - sus Christ, with God the

Spir - it,

now you reign at

in

the

God’s right hand.

Fa - ther’s splen-dor bright.
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Saints and an - gels bow be - fore you; here on earth our songs we raise.

in your prom-ise firm we stand.
God on high!

Hear our prayer; re - store, for - give us;

For the peace that we in-her-it, glo-ry be to

Prayer of the Day

Compassionate God, you gather the whole universe into your radiant presence and
continually reveal your Son as our Savior. Bring wholeness to all that is broken and
speak truth to us in our confusion, that all creation will see and know your Son, Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.




The Reading: Ephesians 6:10-20

Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his power. '"Put on the whole
armor of God, so that you may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. "*For
our struggle is not against enemies of blood and flesh, but against the rulers, against
the authorities, against the cosmic powers of this present darkness, against the
spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places. *Therefore take up the whole armor of
God, so that you may be able to withstand on that evil day, and having done
everything, to stand firm. Stand therefore, and fasten the belt of truth around your
waist, and put on the breastplate of righteousness. ">As shoes for your feet put on
whatever will make you ready to proclaim the gospel of peace. "®With all of these,
take the shield of faith, with which you will be able to quench all the flaming arrows of
the evil one. ""Take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the
word of God.

18Pray in the Spirit at all times in every prayer and supplication. To that end keep alert
and always persevere in supplication for all the saints. °Pray also for me, so that when
I speak, a message may be given to me to make known with boldness the mystery of
the gospel, 2°for which I am an ambassador in chains. Pray that I may declare it boldly,
as I must speak.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Al - le-lu - ia! Lord and Sav-ior: o - pen now your sav-ing word.
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Let it burn like fire with-in us; speak un - til our hearts are stirred.
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Al - le-lu - ia! Lord, we sing for the good news that you bring.

Gospel: Mark 1:21-28  Glory to you, O Lord.

21Jesus and his disciples] went to Capernaum; and when the sabbath came, he
entered the synagogue and taught.?’They were astounded at his teaching, for he
taught them as one having authority, and not as the scribes. 2*Just then there was in
their synagogue a man with an unclean spirit, >*and he cried out, “What have you to
do with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I know who you are, the
Holy One of God.” 2°But Jesus rebuked him, saying, “Be silent, and come out of

him!” 26And the unclean spirit, convulsing him and crying with a loud voice, came out
of him. 2’They were all amazed, and they kept on asking one another, “What is this? A
new teaching—uwith authority! He commands even the unclean spirits, and they obey
him.” 28At once his fame began to spread throughout the surrounding region of
Galilee.

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon



O, for a Thousand Tonques to Sing ELW 886vs 1,3 &6
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1 Oh, for a thou-sand tonguesto sing my great Re-deem - er’s praise,
2 My gra - cious Mas -ter and my God, as - sist me to  pro - claim,
3 The name of Je - sus charms our fears and bids our sor - rows cease,
4 He speaks,and lis-t'ning to his voice,new life the dead re - ceive;
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the glo - ries of my God and king, the  tri-umphs of his grace!
to spread through all the earth a- broad the hon-ors of your name.
sings mu - sic in the sin-ner’s ears, brings life and health and peace.
the mourn - ful, bro-ken hearts re - joice, the hum-ble poor be - lieve.

5 Look unto him, your Savior own, 6 To God all glory, praise, and love
O fallen human race! be now and ever giv’'n
Look and be saved through faith alone, by saints below and saints above,
be justified by grace! the church in earth and heav’n.

Apostle’s Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in
Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and
was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he
ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will
come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.



Prayers of the People
As we celebrate Christ embodied in human form, we pray for God's blessing on the
church, the world, and all of creation.

A brief silence.

Loving God, we pray that your example of teaching with confidence and authority
builds up your church in love. May all church leaders and teachers honor your
instruction and model your inclusive ways.

God of grace, receive our prayer.

Renewing God, we pray for all of creation, that waterways flow clean and clear, natural
spaces are protected, and our planet is healed. Let us commit to thoughtful care of
the earth. God of grace, receive our prayer.

Justice-seeking God, we pray for those in government and community leadership,
that they lead with honor and mindfulness. May they remember their covenants
and be upright in their ways. God of grace, receive our prayer.

Compassionate God, we pray for all in need, especially those who have known
rejection, any who struggle with long-term illness or chronic pain, those without
access to safe housing or health care, and any who suffer, especially William Krise,
Katie, Tommy, Shelley, Nancy Moser, Jack Palm, Robin, Ted & Jacqui Jarmol, John &
Tacy Raymaley, Judy & Ivars, Allie Gohr, Cheryl, and all those we hold in our hearts.
God of grace, receive our prayer.

Still-speaking God, we pray for our congregation, for its artists and musicians, for its
educators and caregivers, that all gifts are used to care for those in need and to
live out your example of accompaniment, gospel witness, and love.

God of grace, receive our prayer.

Eternal God, we remember all who have been teachers, mentors, and companions in
the church and in our lives. We trust that all who have died rest in your loving
care. God of grace, receive our prayer.

Knowing the Holy Spirit intercedes for us, we offer these prayers and the silent
prayers of our hearts in the name of our Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen.



The Sharing of the Peace

Special Music Wonderful Merciful Savior Daniel & Sara Holm

The Great Thanksgiving

The Lord Be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Preface

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus
Christ; who on this day overcomes death and the grave, and by his glorious
resurrection opens to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of
angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and
join in their unending hymn:
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Ho -1y, ho - ly, ho - ly Lord, God of pow-er and might,
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heav’n and earth are full of yourglo-ry. Ho-san -na in  the high - est.
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san-na in  the high - est, ho - san - na in the  high - est.

The Words of Institution

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for
you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s
death until he comes.
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.



The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and
the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Communion

All baptized Christians are welcome to participate in Holy Communion. We ask children
who have not had First Communion instruction, or adults who do not wish to receive
communion, to keep their hands folded and they will receive a blessing.

n L 1
Y | | | | | | | |
£l b | | | | | | | | »
oy — P~ - & —— I ®
= ]
1 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
2 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin  of all the world a - way;
3 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
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you suf-fered death our lives to save: have mer-cy now, we pray.
you set us free from guilt and grave: have mer-cy now, we pray.

e - ter-nal peace with God you made: give us your peace,we pray.

Post-Communion Prayer

Giver of every gift, Christ's body is our food, and we are Christ’s body.
Raise us to life by your power for the benefit of all and to your glory,
now and forever.

Amen.
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Jesus Shall Reign

ELW 434 vs 1,2 &5
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1 Je - sus shall reign wher - e’er the sun does its  suc -
2 To him shall end - less prayer be  made, and  prais - es
3 Peo ple and realms of ev - 'ry tongue dwell on  his
4 Bless - ings a - bound wher - ¢’er he  reigns: the pris - 'ners
5 Let ev-'ry crea - ture rise and  bring pe - cu - liar
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ces - sive jour - neys run; his  king-dom stretch from
throng to crown his  head; his name like sweet per -
love with sweet - est  song; and in - fant voic - es
leap to lose their chains, the wea -ry find e -
hon - ors to our king; an - gels de - scend  with
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shore to shore, till moons shall wax and wane no more.
fume shall rise with ev - ry morn - ing sac - 1 - fice.
shall pro - claim their ear - ly bless - ings on his name.
ter - nal rest, and all who suf - fer want are blest
songs a - gain, and earth re - peat the loud a - men.
Blessing

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord's face shine on you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.

Thanks be to God.

Dismissal
Go in peace. You are God's beloved.
Thanks be to God.
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