St. Stephen Lutheran Church

Third Sunday of Easter
April 19,2026 9:30am

Rooted in our Tradition, Open to Yours

Welcome and Prelude

Thanksaqiving for Baptism

Alleluia! Christ is risen. Christ is risen, indeed. Alleluia!
Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne and to the Lamb!
Amen.

Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism.

Merciful God, you are the one who was, who is, and who is to come. You lead
us beside still waters. We thank you for the waters of creation: morning dew,
gentle rain, roaring waves. We thank you for the waters that nourish us.
Blessed are you.

You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Jesus Christ, you are the faithful witness who accompanies us on our journeys.
We give you thanks for your life-giving death and resurrection.

We praise you for joining us in joy and sorrow.

Blessed are you.

You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup overflows. Break down
barriers that divide us. Fill us with the breath of peace.

Blessed are you.

You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism, and for making us a new
creation. We join with saints and angels, giving you honor and praise, now and
forever. Amen.



Alleluia! Jesus Is Risen! ELW 377 VS 1,4,5
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1 Al - le - lu - ia! Je - sus is ris - en!

2 Walk-ing  the way, Christ in the cen - ter

3 Je - sus the vine, we are the branch - es;

4 Weep-ing, be gone; SOr - TOW, be si - lent:

5 Cit -y of God, Eas - ter for - ev - er,
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Trum - pets re - sound-ing in glo - 1 - ous light!
tell - ing the sto - ry to o - pen  our cyes;
life in the Spir - it the fruit  of the tree;
death put a - sun - der, and Eas - ter is bright.
gold - en Je - ru - sa - lem, Je - sus the Lamb,
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Splen-dor, the Lamb, heav - ¢n for - ev - er!
break -ing our bread, giv - ing us glo - T1y:
heav - en to carth, Christ to the peo -  ple,
Cher - u - bim sing: O  grave, be o -  pen!
v - er of life, saints and arch - an -  gels,
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Oh, what a mir - a - cle God has n sight!
Je - sus our bless - ing, our con - stant sur - prise.
gift of the fu - ture now flow - ing o me.
Clothe us in won - der, a - dorn us n light.
sing withcre - a - tion to God  the I AM!
Refrain
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Je - sus is ris - en and we  shall a - rise.
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Give God  the glo - 1y! Al-le - lu - ia!

Greeting
The grace of Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all. And also with you.
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Glory to God in the highest, and peace to God’s peo - ple on earth.
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Lord God, heav -en-ly King,al-might-y God and Fa - ther,
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we wor-ship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glo -ry.
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Lord Je-sus Christ, on-ly Son of the Fa-ther, Lord God, Lamb of God,
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you take a-way the sin of the world: have mer -cy on us;
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you are seat-ed at the right hand of the Fa - ther: re - ceive our prayer.
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For you a - lone are the Ho-1ly One, you a-lone are the Lord,
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you a - lone are the Most High, Je-sus Christ, with the Ho-1ly Spir - it,
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in the glo - ry of God the Fa - ther. A - men.



Prayer of the Day

O God, your Son makes himself known to all his disciples in the breaking of bread.
Open the eyes of our faith, that we may see him in his redeeming work, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

The Reading: Acts 2:14a, 36-41

14a Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed [the
crowd]: 36 "Therefore let the entire house of Israel know with certainty that God has
made him both Lord and Messiah, this Jesus whom you crucified.”

37 Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and to
the other apostles, “Brothers, what should we do?” 38 Peter said to them, “Repent and
be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ so that your sins may be
forgiven, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 For the promise is for you,
for your children, and for all who are far away, everyone whom the Lord our God calls
to him.” 40 And he testified with many other arguments and exhorted them, saying,
“Save yourselves from this corrupt generation.” 41 So those who welcomed his
message were baptized, and that day about three thousand persons were added.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

n “ 1
##:;r:Q—f—P—P—J ——] = =—
] | ] @ g
A\aV ] | T | T | o g @ | T |
» . e |
Al-le -lu - ia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the
n ) | —} |
)" A . AT | [ — ) - - - | | | |
i — I i . B ] ] ]
I | | ! ] IF—F—‘—;I P (/)
3 o :
words of e - ter - nal life. Al-le-lu - ia. Al-le -lu - ia.



Gospel: Luke 24:3-35 Glory to you, O Lord.

13 Now on that same day two [disciples] were going to a village called Emmaus, about
seven miles from Jerusalem, and talking with each other about all these things that
had happened. > While they were talking and discussing, Jesus himself came near
and went with them, ' but their eyes were kept from recognizing him. 7 And he said
to them, "What are you discussing with each other while you walk along?” They
stood still, looking sad. '® Then one of them, whose name was Cleopas, answered
him, “Are you the only stranger in Jerusalem who does not know the things that have
taken place there in these days?” ' He asked them, “What things?” They replied, “The
things about Jesus of Nazareth, who was a prophet mighty in deed and word before
God and all the people, 2°and how our chief priests and leaders handed him over to
be condemned to death and crucified him. 2" But we had hoped that he was the one
to redeem Israel. Yes, and besides all this, it is now the third day since these things
took place. 2> Moreover, some women of our group astounded us. They were at the
tomb early this morning, 22 and when they did not find his body there they came
back and told us that they had indeed seen a vision of angels who said that he was
alive. 2 Some of those who were with us went to the tomb and found it just as the
women had said, but they did not see him.” 2> Then he said to them, “Oh, how foolish
you are and how slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have declared! 26 Was
it not necessary that the Messiah should suffer these things and then enter into his
glory?” 2” Then beginning with Moses and all the prophets, he interpreted to them
the things about himself in all the scriptures.

28 As they came near the village to which they were going, he walked ahead as if
he were going on. 2° But they urged him strongly, saying, “Stay with us, because it is
almost evening and the day is now nearly over.” So he went in to stay with
them. 3When he was at the table with them, he took bread, blessed and broke it,
and gave it to them. 3! Then their eyes were opened, and they recognized him, and
he vanished from their sight. 32 They said to each other, “Were not our hearts burning
within us while he was talking to us on the road, while he was opening the scriptures
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to us?” 3 That same hour they got up and returned to Jerusalem, and they found the
eleven and their companions gathered together. 3* They were saying, “The Lord has
risen indeed, and he has appeared to Simon!” 3> Then they told what had happened
on the road and how he had been made known to them in the breaking of the bread.

Sermon

~ Please remain seated until the Meal ~



As We Gather at Your Table ELW 522 vs 1,3
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I As we gath-er at your ta-ble, as we lis - ten to your word,
2 Turnour wor-ship in-to  wit-ness in the sac - ra - ment of life;
3 Gra-cious Spir-it, help us sum-mon oth-er guests to share that feast
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help us know,O God, your pres-ence; let our hearts and  minds be stirred.
send us forth to love and serve you, bring-ing peace where there is strife.
where tri - um-phantLove will wel-come those who had been last and least.
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Nour-ish us with sa-cred sto-ry till we claim it as our own;
Give us, Christ, your great com-pas-sion to for - give as you for - gave;
There no more will en - vy blind us nor will pride our peace de - stroy,
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teach us through this ho-ly ban-quet how to make Love'svic - try known.
may we still  be - hold your im - age in the world you died to save.
as we join with saintsand an-gels to re- peat the sound-ing joy.

Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the
Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day
he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the
Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.



Prayers of the People
Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our broken
world, let us pray for the needs of all creation.

A brief silence.

Living Savior, just as you journeyed with the disciples to Emmaus, accompany us on
our journey of faith. Gather us at your table, that we recognize you in the
breaking of the bread.

Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Healing Savior, your resurrection brings hope to a hurting world. Heal those who are
sick especially Jill, Nancy, Ted & Jacqui, Dan & Mary, Beth, Janet, Todd, Doris, Bud,
Donna, John Luoma and all those we hold in our hearts.

Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Gracious One, you have made us your own through the gift of baptism. Unite us in
genuine love for one another and uphold this community in your name.
Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Eternal Light, we give thanks for all who have nurtured your church’s life in ages past.
Bring us at last with them to the brightness of your glorious presence.
Merciful God, receive our prayer.

God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good news of
new life to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior.
Amen.



The Sharing of the Peace

Meal

Great Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Preface

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we would at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious
resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to
take away our sin; who in dying has destroyed death, and in rising brings us to
eternal life. And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the
resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures, and with angels and
archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your name and join their unending
hymn:
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Ho-1ly, ho - ly, ho - ly Lord, God of pow’r and might,
n 1 4 Il J——"] i pa——]
D" A I ] 4 I I\/ I ! I _P J I
o s — — =S
heav-en and earth are full of your glo - ry. Ho - san - na. Ho -
n ] ! —1 =S — -
e =
: e e —— '_P—ﬁ:
J ' ' 4 _— L& I
san-na. Ho - san na in the high - est. Bless-ed is he who
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comes in

The Words of Institution

0 :

) AT |

© ., - 270 I
728 N = I7A—

the name of the Lord.

Ho-san - na

in the high

est.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for
you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord's
death until he comes. Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
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The Lord's Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and
the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Communion

All baptized Christians are welcome to participate in Holy Communion. We ask children
who have not had First Communion instruction, or adults who do not wish to receive
communion, to keep heir hands folded and they will receive a blessing.
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sin  of the world; grant us peace.

Post-Communion Prayer

Holy One, through this meal you have made your home among us and are
making all things new. Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts, to love
our enemies, and to bring your healing to the nations.

In the name of Jesus, Amen.
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I'm So Glad Jesus Lifted Me WOQV 673
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1 I'm SO glad I'm SO glad
2 Sa - tan had me bound, Je-sus lift-ed me. Sa - tan had me bound,
3 When I was in trou - ble, When I was in trou - ble,
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I'm SO glad
Je-sus lift-ed me. Sa - tan had me bound, Je-sus lift-ed me,
When I was in trou - ble,
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sing-ing glo-ry, hal -le-lu - jah! Je - sus lift - ed me.
Blessing

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord's face shine on you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace. Thanks be to God.

Dismissal

Go in peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!
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