St. Stephen Lutheran Church

10t Sunday after Pentecost
August 2, 2026  9:30am

Rooted in our Tradition, Open to Yours

Welcome and Prelude

Confession and Forgiveness

Blessed be the holy Trinity, '+ one God, whose compassion endures forever.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin to God.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Compassionate God,

we confess to you all our sins.

Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves.
In your mercy, call us back to you.

Your yoke is easy and your burden is light.

Restore us to dwell in your peace.

In Christ’'s name we pray,

Amen.

Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens,
and I will give you rest.” In the name of God, Father, * Son, and Holy Spirit,
your sins are forgiven. Rest in God's love.

Amen.



All Who Hunger Gather Gladly ELW 461
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1 All who hun -ger, gath-er glad - ly; ho-ly man-na is our bread.
2 All who hun-ger, nev-er strang-ers; seek-er, be a  wel-come guest.
3 All who hun-ger, sing to - geth - er, Je - sus Christ is  liv - ing bread.
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Come from wil-der - ness and wan - d’ring. Here in  truth we will be fed.
Come from rest-less - ness and roam-ing. Here in  joy we keep the feast.
Come from lone-1i - ness and long - ing.  Here in peacewe have been fed.
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You that yearn for days of full-ness, all a-round us is our food.
We that once were lost and scat-tered in  com-mu-nion’s love have stood.
Blest are those who from this ta-ble live their days in grat-i - tude.
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Taste and see the grace ¢ - ter - nal. Taste and see that God is good.
Taste and see the grace e - ter - nal. Taste and see that God is good.
Taste and see the grace e - ter - nal. Taste and see that God is good.
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Greeting

The grace of Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all. And also with you.
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Glo-ry to God in the high - est, and peace to God’s peo- ple on earth.
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2 Lord Je - sus Christ, on - ly Son of the Fa- ther,
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world: have mer - cy, have mer-cy on us; you are seat - ed
n m . ) Refrain
= ) | | | | | Y
. 1/ | I~ | Y | | y 2 2 | | | | f M
&y % ¢ {2 3 JiJ 1) (ttedted s g J (¢
PO = < R
at theright hand of the Fa - ther: re - ceive our prayer.
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3 For you a- lone are the Ho-ly One, you a- lone are the Lord,
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Prayer of the Day

Glorious God, your generosity waters the world with goodness, and you cover
creation with abundance. Awaken in us a hunger for the food that satisfies both body
and spirit, and with this food fill all the starving world; through your Son, Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord. Amen.

The Reading: Isaiah 55:1-5
THear, everyone who thirsts;
come to the waters;
and you who have no money,
come, buy and eat!
Come, buy wine and milk
without money and without price.
2Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread
and your earnings for that which does not satisfy?
Listen carefully to me, and eat what is good,
and delight yourselves in rich food.
3Incline your ear, and come to me;
listen, so that you may live.
I will make with you an everlasting covenant,
my steadfast, sure love for David.
4See,  made him a witness to the peoples,
a leader and commander for the peoples.
> Now you shall call nations that you do not know,
and nations that do not know you shall run to you,
because of the LORD your God, the Holy One of Israel,
for he has glorified you.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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You have the words of e - ter - nal life. Al-le-lu - ia.

Gospel: Matthew 14:13-21 Glory to you, O Lord.

13 Now when Jesus heard [about the beheading of John the Baptist,] he withdrew
from there in a boat to a deserted place by himself. But when the crowds heard it,
they followed him on foot from the towns. *When he went ashore, he saw a great
crowd, and he had compassion for them and cured their sick. "> When it was evening,
the disciples came to him and said, “This is a deserted place, and the hour is now
late; send the crowds away so that they may go into the villages and buy food for
themselves.” ® Jesus said to them, “They need not go away; you give them
something to eat.” " They replied, “We have nothing here but five loaves and two
fish.” 8 And he said, “Bring them here to me.” ' Then he ordered the crowds to sit
down on the grass. Taking the five loaves and the two fish, he looked up to heaven
and blessed and broke the loaves and gave them to the disciples, and the disciples
gave them to the crowds. 2° And all ate and were filled, and they took up what was
left over of the broken pieces, twelve baskets full. 2! And those who ate were about
five thousand men, besides women and children.

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon ~Please remain seated until the meal~
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Break Now the Bread of Life
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Break now the bread of life, dear Lord, to me, as once you
of truth, dear Lord, to me, as when you

1
2 Bless your own word
3

You ‘are the bread of life, dear Lord, to me, your ho - ly
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broke the loaves be - side the sea. Be - yond the sa- cred page
blessedthe bread by Gal - i - lee. Then shall all bond-age cease,
word the truth that res - cues me. Give me to eat and live
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[ seek you, Lord; my spir-it waits for you, O liv-ing Word.
all fet-ters fall; and I shall find my peace, my All - in - All!

with you a - bove;

Apostle’s Creed

teach me to

love your truth, for you are love.

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the
Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified,
died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he

will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.

Amen.



Prayers of the People
With bold trust in God's unfailing provision, we pray for the church, those in need,
and all of God's creation.

A brief silence.

For your church in every place, that it satisfies those who hunger for your word. Bless
the ministry of readers, Bible study leaders, that God’s word is broken open and
shared with all. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

For your wondrous creation and all the bounty it provides, that your creatures are fed
and nourished. Bless the work of farmers, farmworkers, those who fish, and all
whose labor brings your abundance to our tables.

Merciful God, receive our prayer.

For your children in every nation, that they learn to love justice and live in harmony.
Keep us mindful of the horrors of war; draw our hearts toward your reign of
love, hope, and peace. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

For all who cry out with great sorrow and unceasing anguish, that they are comforted.
Feed all who struggle with food insecurity; have mercy on all who are suffering in
body, mind, and spirit, especially Judy, Scott, Nancy, Ted & Jacqui, Dan & Mary, Beth,
Janet, Todd, Mary, Doris, Bud, Donna, Jill, Arianna, Amelia, Jareth and all those we
hold in our hearts. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

For this congregation, that it bears faithful witness to the abundance and joy of life in
you. Bless all your faithful people gathered here, that they may become
blessings for this community. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

With thanksgiving for the faithful who now rest in your mercy, that their witness
continues to inspire the church. By their example, may we trust your promises in
life and in death. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Receive our prayers and answer, O God, as you have promised. All this we ask in the
name of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.



The Sharing of the Peace

Meal

Great Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Preface

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus
Christ; who on this day overcomes death and the grave, and by his glorious
resurrection opens to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of
angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and
join their unending hymn:
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The Words of Institution
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for
you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord's
death until he comes. Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
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The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and
the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Communion

All baptized Christians are welcome to participate in Holy Communion. We ask children
who have not had First Communion instruction, or adults who do not wish to receive
communion, to keep heir hands folded and they will receive a blessing.

Post-Communion Prayer

Compassionate God,

through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are filled with the abundance of your
love. Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, may share your love freely, as
you have shared with us. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit
nourishing us now and forever.

Amen.

10



Come, Let Us Eat ELW 491
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1 Come, let us eat, for now the feast 1is spread,
2 Come, let us drink, for now the wine 18 poured,
3 In Je - sus’ pres - ence now we meet and rest,
4 Rise, then, to spread a - broad God’s might-y  word,
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come, let us eat, for now the feast 1is spread.
come, let us drink, for now the wine is  poured.
in Je - sus”  pres - ence now we meet and  rest.
rise, then, to spread a - broad God’s might-y word.
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Our Lord’s bod -y let us take to - geth -er
Je - sus’ blood poured let us drink to - geth -er,
In the pres - ence of our Lord we  gath - er
Je - sus ris - en will bring in the king - dom,
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our Lord’s bod - y let us take to - geth - er
Je - sus’ blood poured let wus drink to - geth - er
in  the pres - ence of our Lord we gath - er.
Je - sus ris - en will bring in the king - dom
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Blessing
The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord's face shine on you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor and # give you peace. Thanks be to God.

Dismissal

Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news!
Thanks be to God.
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