Sunday, January 11, 2026
Baptism of Our Lord

St. Stephen Lutheran Church

Rooted in our Tradition, Open to Yours

Welcome and Prelude

Confession and Forgiveness

Blessed be the holy Trinity, *+ one God, the Creator of heaven and earth,
the Word who spoke life into being, the Wind stirring the waters.
Amen.

Let us turn in confession to the one who knows us completely.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Mighty God, lover of justice,

you call us to life in community, but we have served our own interests

at the expense of our neighbors.

We have sown deceit where honesty was needed.

We say the right words, but our hearts are far from you.

Turn us to seek your face.

Knit us together and give us the mind of Christ, that we may do justice, love
mercy, and walk humbly with you, our God.

Amen.

The former things have passed away, and new things God now declares:

Like a spring of water that never fails, God covers you in the righteousness of Christ,
and forgives your sin in & Jesus' name. May the Spirit give you strength to live for
others, and bless you with the gift of peace.

Amen.



Shall We Gather at the River ELW 423 vs 1,2,4
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I Shall we gath-er at the riv-er, where bright an - gel feet have trod,
2 On the mar- gin of the riv-er, wash - ing up its sil - ver spray,
3 Ere we reach the shin-ing riv-er, lay we ev-’ry bur-den down;
4 Soon we’ll reach the shin-ing riv-er, soon our pil-grim-age will cease;
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with its crys-tal tide for-ev - er flow-ing by the throne of God?
we  will walk and wor -ship ev - er, all the hap-py gold-en  day.
grace our spir-its will de-liv - er, and pro-vide a  robe and crown.
soon our hap - py hearts will quiv - er with the mel-o - dy of peace.

o Refrain
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Yes, we’ll gath-er at the riv-er, the beau-ti-ful, the beau-ti-ful riv - er;
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gath-er with the saints at the riv - er that flows by the throne of God.
Greeting

The grace of Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all. And also with you.



Assisting minister
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Glory to God in the highest,
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and peace to God’s peo - ple on earth.
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Lord God, heav-en-ly King,al-might-y God and Fa - ther,
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we wor-ship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glo -ry.
n J— [
7 T 1 E—— e ; R —
G Mﬂ—r—‘—ﬁ:
Lord Je-sus Christ, on-ly Son of the Fa-ther, Lord God, Lamb of God,
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you take a-way the sin of the world: have mer -cy on us;
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you are seat-ed at the right hand of the Fa - ther: Te - ceive our prayer.
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For you a - lone are the Ho-ly One, you a-lone are the Lord,
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you a - lone are the Most High, Je-sus Christ, with the Ho-ly Spir - it,
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in the glo - ry of God the Fa - ther. A - men



Prayer of the Day

O God our Father, at the baptism of Jesus you proclaimed him your beloved Son and
anointed him with the Holy Spirit. Make all who are baptized into Christ faithful to
their calling to be your daughters and sons, and empower us all with your Spirit,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

The Reading: Acts 19:34-43

34 Peter began to speak to [Cornelius and his household]: “I truly understand that God
shows no partiality, > but in every people anyone who fears him and practices
righteousness is acceptable to him. 3¢ You know the message he sent to the people of
Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all. 3 That message spread
throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John announced: 38 how
God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went
about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with
him. 39 We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put
him to death by hanging him on a tree, 4°but God raised him on the third day and
allowed him to appear, 4! not to all the people but to us who were chosen by God as
witnesses and who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. > He
commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one ordained by
God as judge of the living and the dead. 43 All the prophets testify about him that
everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.”

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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words of e - ter - nal life. Al-le-1u - ia. Al-le-lu - ia.

The Reading: Gospel: Matthew 3:13-17 Glory to you, O Lord.

13 Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by him. ' John would
have prevented him, saying, "I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to

me?” 1> But Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now, for it is proper for us in this way to
fulfill all righteousness.” Then he consented. '® And when Jesus had been baptized,
just as he came up from the water, suddenly the heavens were opened to him and he
saw God's Spirit descending like a dove and alighting on him. 7 And a voice from the
heavens said, “This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.”

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon



Wade in the Water ELW 459
(Congregation sings "“all” parts. The Choir sings "“leader” parts)

Refrain
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wade in the wa - ter, God’s a-goin’-a trou-ble the wa - ter.
Leader All
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1 See that host all dressed in white,
2 See that band all dressed in red s .
) God’s a- -a trou-blc the
3 Look o-ver yon-der, what do I see? O¢ s d-goth -4 trou-ble e
4 I you don’t be-lieve I've been re - deemed,
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the lead - er looks like the TIs - ra - ’lite,
W - BT looks like the band that .. Mo - ses led,
’ the Ho - ly Ghost a - com-ing on me,
just fol - low me down to. .. Jor - dan’s stream,
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God’s a - goin’ - a  trou - blc the wa - fter

Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the
Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified,
died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will
come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.



Prayers of the People

As God's beloved children united in Christ, let us pray for the church, the whole
human community, and the well-being of the earth, our home.

A brief silence

Steadfast God, give courage to your servant church. Heal our divisions and unite us in
mission. Uphold our lay leaders, missionaries, pastors, and bishops, and all who
proclaim hope in a broken world. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Restoring God, cleanse the life-giving waters of rivers, seas, and springs. Create in us
an urgent desire to preserve the beauty and bounty of your good creation.
Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Righteous God, you guide the nations. Reconcile warring enemies and end cycles of
violent retribution. Defend the rights of prisoners, detainees, and all who flee from
persecution. Sustain international aid workers and peacemakers.

Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Compassionate God, you care for all in distress. Provide safety and support for those
seeking asylum or in need of shelter. Be near to the dying, and comfort all who are
grieving or ill, especially Todd, Larry Tucker, Bud Crookshank, Carolyn Pogany, Doris
Dickman, Diana Gerber, Janet Bergstrom, Dan & Mary Gleghorn, John & Tacy
Raymaley, Beth, comfort for the Ginny Dorsey family and all those we hold in our
hearts. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Loving God, awaken the gifts of the Spirit in this congregation, that we may serve
Christ by loving one another, our neighbors, and our enemies. We pray for travelers
and those who are homebound. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Promising God, in baptism we die and rise with Christ. We give thanks for those
who have gone before us, and we trust that we will join them in your everlasting
peace. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Confident that the Holy Spirit receives our prayers and answers us, we commend all
for whom we pray to God's loving-kindness made known to us in Christ Jesus our
Savior. Amen.



The Sharing of the Peace

Meal

Great Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Preface

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus
Christ; who on this day overcomes death and the grave, and by his glorious
resurrection opens to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of
angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and
join their unending hymn:
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Ho-ly, ho - ly, ho - ly Lord, God of pow’r and might,
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The Words of Institution

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for
you. Do this for the remembrance of me

Again after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord's
death until he comes. Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.



The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and
the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Communion

All baptized Christians are welcome to participate in Holy Communion. We ask children
who have not had First Communion instruction, or adults who do not wish to receive
communion, to keep their hands folded and they will receive a blessing.

*Gluten free and apple juice options are available.
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mer-cy  on us. Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin  of the
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Post-Communion Prayer

Radiant God, we have seen your glory in the face of Jesus Christ.

In the sacrament of his body and blood you have drawn us to your heart.

Send us from this table with delight, that our lives may reflect the beauty of your love,
and bear witness to all we have seen and heard, through Jesus Christ, our Savior

and Lord. Amen.

Songs of Thankfulness and Praise ELW 310 vs 1,2,3
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Songs of thank-ful - ness and praise, Je - sus, Lord, to thee we raise;
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2 Man -i-fest at Jor-dan’s stream, proph-et, priest,and king su - preme;
3 Man -1i-fest in mak-ing whole weak-ened bod - y, faint-ing soul;
4 Grant us grace to see thee, Lord, pres - ent in thy ho - ly word;
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man -1 - fest-ed by the star to the sa-ges from a - far,
and at Ca-na wed-ding guest in thy God-head man-1i - fest;
man -1 - fest in  val - iant fight, quell-ing all the dev-il’s might;
graceto im - i - tate thee now and be pure, as pure art thou;
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branchof roy - al Da-vid’s stem in thy birth at Beth - le - hem:
man - i - fest in pow’r di- vine, chang-ing wa - ter in - to wine;
man - 1 - fest in gra-cious will, ev - er bring-ing good from ill:
that we might be - come like thee at  thy great e - piph - a - ny,
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an - thems be to thee ad-dressed,

an - thems be to thee ad-dressed, God i
an - thems be to thee ad-dressed,

and may praise thee, ev - er blest,

flesh made man-i - fest.
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Blessing
The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord's face shine on you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace. Thanks be to God.

Dismissal
Go in peace. Keep awake.
Thanks be to God.
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