Sunday, March 1, 2026
Second Sunday in Lent

St. Stephen Lutheran Church

Rooted in our Tradition, Open to Yours

Welcome and Prelude

Confession and Forgiveness
Blessed be the holy Trinity, '+ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures
forever. Amen.

Let us confess our sin before God, who removes our guilt and blots out all offenses.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Gracious God,

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For seeking worldly delights that deceive us and dishonor you: Gracious God,

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For desiring self-reliance instead of hungering for your word: Gracious God,

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For failing to recognize your coming reign, and for hindering the work of the Spirit:
Gracious God, have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For drawing from the well of self-serving ambition, and for disdaining the living water
Christ offers: Gracious God,

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For disregarding voices from the margin, and for distrusting signs of your healing and
hope in the world: Gracious God,

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For dwelling in tombs of self-pity and discontent, and for disregarding Christ’s call to
come forth to life: Gracious God,

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.



God's steadfast love, grace, and forgiveness abound. Through faith, the free gift of
God, you have been clothed in the righteousness of Christ. In the name of + Jesus
Christ, your sins are forgiven. The Spirit of the One who raised Christ from the dead
dwells in you, pours God's love into your hearts, and gives you life and peace.
Amen.
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till  my ran-somed soul shall find rest be-yond the riv - er.
Greeting

The grace of Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all. And also with you.



Prayer of the Day

O God, our leader and guide, in the waters of baptism you bring us to new birth to
live as your children. Strengthen our faith in your promises, that by your Spirit we may
lift up your life to all the world through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

The Reading: Amos 5:18-24
18Woe to you who desire the day of the LORD!

Why do you want the day of the LORD?

It is darkness, not light,
Yas if someone fled from a lion
and was met by a bear

or went into the house and rested a hand against the wall
and was bitten by a snake.

201s not the day of the LoRD darkness, not light,
and gloom with no brightness in it?

21T hate, I despise your festivals,
and I take no delight in your solemn assemblies.

22 Even though you offer me your burnt offerings and grain offerings,
I will not accept them,

and the offerings of well-being of your fatted animals
I will not look upon.

23 Take away from me the noise of your songs;
I will not listen to the melody of your harps.

24But let justice roll down like water
and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God



Marty Haugen
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The Gospel: Matthew 5:21-37 Glory to you, O Lord.

21 "You have heard that it was said to those of ancient times, 'You shall not murder,’
and ‘whoever murders shall be liable to judgment.’ 22 But I say to you that if you are
angry with a brother or sister, you will be liable to judgment, and if you insult a
brother or sister, you will be liable to the council, and if you say, 'You fool," you will be
liable to the hell of fire. 2> So when you are offering your gift at the altar, if you
remember that your brother or sister has something against you, % leave your gift
there before the altar and go; first be reconciled to your brother or sister, and then
come and offer your gift. 2> Come to terms quickly with your accuser while you are on
the way to court with him, or your accuser may hand you over to the judge and the
judge to the guard, and you will be thrown into prison. 26 Truly I tell you, you will
never get out until you have paid the last penny. ?” “You have heard that it was said,
‘You shall not commit adultery.’ 28 But I say to you that everyone who looks at a
woman with lust has already committed adultery with her in his heart. ?° If your right
eye causes you to sin, tear it out and throw it away; it is better for you to lose one of
your members than for your whole body to be thrown into hell. 3° And if your right
hand causes you to sin, cut it off and throw it away; it is better for you to lose one of
your members than for your whole body to go into hell.

31 "It was also said, ‘'Whoever divorces his wife, let him give her a certificate of
divorce.’ 32 But I say to you that anyone who divorces his wife, except on the ground
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of sexual immorality, causes her to commit adultery, and whoever marries a divorced
woman commits adultery. 33 “Again, you have heard that it was said to those of
ancient times, 'You shall not swear falsely, but carry out the vows you have made to
the Lord.’ 34 But I say to you: Do not swear at all, either by heaven, for it is the throne
of God, 3> or by the earth, for it is his footstool, or by Jerusalem, for it is the city of the
great King. 3¢ And do not swear by your head, for you cannot make one hair white or
black. 37 Let your word be 'Yes, Yes' or ‘No, No’; anything more than this comes from

the evil one.

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon

God Loved the World

ELW 323 vs 1,2,3,5
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THE SMALL CATECHISM OF MARTIN LUTHER

In ancient and modern times, Lent has been the time for instruction of candidates
preparing for their baptism at the Easter Vigil. At the same time, the whole Church
anticipates Easter through acts of repentance and spiritual renewal. It is therefore
appropriate that we review the basics of our faith during these Sundays in Lent, so
that we all might be renewed by our baptismal covenants and made ready for the
celebration of Easter.

What is the "Office of the Keys"?

It is that authority which Christ gave to his church to forgive the sins of those
who repent and to declare to those who do not repent that their sins are not
forgiven.

What sins should we confess?

Before God we should confess that we are guilty of all sins, even those which are
not known to us, as we do in the Lord's Prayer. But in private confession, as
before the pastor, we should confess only those sins which trouble us in heart
and mind.

What are such sins?

We can examine our everyday life according to the Ten Commandments -- how
we act toward father or mother, son or daughter, husband or wife, or toward
the people with whom we work, and so on. We may ask ourselves whether we
have been disobedient or unfaithful, bad-tempered or dishonest, or whether we
have hurt anyone by word or deed.

How may we be assured of forgiveness?

The pastor may pronounce the absolution by saying, "By the authority of our
Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you your sins in the name of the Father and of the
Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen." This absolution we should not doubt, but
firmly believe that thereby our sins are forgiven before God in heaven.



Prayers of the People
Reconciled by God's mercy and sustained by God's presence, let us pray for the world
and its needs.

A brief silence.

Faithful One, you renew us by grace. As you have inspired faith through the work
of church artists and hymnwriters throughout the ages, give your church the
means to praise your beauty today. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Living One, you delight in this world. The sun and moon, the wind and the water
declare your goodness. Preserve this earth, and protect conservationists,
scientists, and all who labor in service to creation.

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Ruling One, you bless us to be a blessing. Open the hearts of all leaders and lend
your help to all who wait for justice, deliverance, and peace.
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Compassionate One, you send your Son to save. Declare your word of acceptance to
any who feel condemned and lift up any brought low by hatred and exclusion. Tend
to all who are struggling with illness or loss, especially Judy Prinz, Donna, Todd, Ted &
Jacqui, Bud, Carolyn, Doris, Janet, Dan & Mary, Beth, Jim & Alice and all those we hold
in our hearts.

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Guiding One, you watch over our going out and coming in. Bless new members in
this assembly and accompany those who have recently left this community to
journey elsewhere. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Eternal One, you neither slumber nor sleep. Be our keeper in life and in death. Thank
you for our beloved who have died, and for your promise which saves this whole
world by your love.

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Receive our prayers, O God, through Jesus Christ, our strength and salvation.
Amen.



The Sharing of the Peace

Special Music For God So Loved the World St. Stephen Choir
-De Cou

Meal

Great Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Preface

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus
Christ; who on this day overcomes death and the grave, and by his glorious
resurrection opens to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of
angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and
join their unending hymn:
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The Words of Institution

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for
you. Do this for the remembrance of me

Again after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s
death until he comes. Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and
the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.




Communion

All baptized Christians are welcome to participate in Holy Communion. We ask children

who have not had First Communion instruction, or adults who do not wish to receive
communion, to keep their hands folded and they will receive a blessing.
*Gluten free and apple juice options are available.
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you suf-fered death our lives to save: have mer-cy now, we pray.

you set us free from guilt and grave: have mer-cy now, we pray.

e - ter-nal peace with God you made: give us your peace, we

Post-Communion Prayer
God of our salvation,

pray.

we give you thanks for this meal that restores our souls, reconciles us to you, and
strengthens us for the journey. Through the body and blood of your Son,

may we become Christ’s body in the world, bearing witness to your love for all
creation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.
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Blessed Assurance
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In holy baptism, you and I are called to “[bear] God's creative and redeeming word to
all the world” (ELW, p. 231).

In Isaiah it is written: Is not this the fast that I choose: to loose the bonds of injustice,
to undo the straps of the yoke, to let the oppressed go free, and to break every yoke?
Is it not to share your bread with the hungry and bring the homeless poor into your
house; when you see the naked, to cover them and not to hide yourself from your
own kin? Then your light shall break forth like the dawn, and your healing shall spring
up quickly; your vindicator shall go before you; the glory of the LORD shall be your
rear guard. Then you shall call, and the LORD will answer; you shall cry for help, and
he will say, “Here I am.” (Isa. 58:6-9a)

Let us pray:

Blessed are you, O Holy One, for you formed us in love, claimed us in baptism, and set
us free for lives of service and witness. Strengthen us to fulfill the promises of
baptism— to proclaim Christ through word and deed, to care for others and the
world you made, and to work for justice and peace.

Bless those who accompany others with compassion. Let their steadying presence be
a shelter in weary places, and their faithful witness be a sign of your solidarity with all
who suffer.

Blessing

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord's face shine on you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace. Thanks be to God.

Dismissal
Go in peace. Believe the good news.
Thanks be to God.
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