
 

 

Looking ahead to January:                

Jan 1        HAPPY NEW YEAR!  

Jan 3     9:30am Take Down     
               Christmas Decor 

Jan 4        9:30am Worship   
      9:30am  YouTube & FB    
    10:35am Pathfinders            
    10:45am Adult SS             

  

Jan 8          4-6pm  Open Table     

Jan 10      10am LifeGuide 101                            

Jan 11       9:30am Worship      

      9:30am YouTube & FB    

    10:35am Pathfinders       

    10:45am Adult SS                                      

Jan 12       9:00am JOY Breakfast 

Jan 18      9:30am Worship             

     9:30am YouTube & FB    

    10:35am Pathfinders        

    10:45am Adult SS      

Jan 23-25   QUAKE Pittsburgh   

Jan 24      10am  LifeGuide 101    

Jan 25      9:30am Worship             

     9:30am YouTube & FB    

    10:35am Pathfinders        

    10:45am Adult SS                   

    10:35am  Council Mtg       
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Happy New Year! 

 

S T.  S T E P H E N   

E L C A  L U T H E R A N  

C H U R C H  

 

The generosity of our 

congregation is amazing! 

Lydia’s Pantry served 

3,015 people in the 

2025.  Of those      

shoppers. 660 were new 

to our pantry. 

Open Table served 

1,347 meals (in-person 

and to-go in 2025. 

Your giving for Be the 

Change, helped fund 

Youth Quake, the South 

Carolina Flood victims, 

RAHAB, the ELCA    

Disaster/Texas, the Care 

Team, Mittens for 

Crouse Elementary, 

Youth and SMF Student 

Senior Fees totaling over 

$5,700. 

 

New Year Prayer 

Eternal Father, you have 

placed us in a world of 

space and time, and 

through the events of our 

lives you bless us with 

your love. 

Grant that in this new 

year we may know your 

presence, see your love at 

work, and live in the light 

of the event that gives us 

joy forever -- the coming 

of your Son, Jesus Christ 

our Lord.   

Amen. 

Help Needed - Jan. 3 
Saturday, January 3 

Time: 9:30am 

We need some help 

taking down the 

Christmas decorations 

and tree. JOIN US! 



 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LifeGuide 101  

Adult Sunday School 

 

 

 

ThursDay Bible Study  

. 

  

 

Join us on Sundays for Adult Sunday School.   

Plan to join the adults in the lounge.  Bring your coffee and a 

treat.  Copies of Taking Faith Home are next to the Sunday 

bulletins.  Adult Sunday School will be held every Sunday       

morning at 10:30am. 

Plan to join us! 

ThursDay Bible Study                           

The ThursDay Bible Study is 

BACK! 

Every ThursDay        

10-11:30am            

in the Lounge 

10 - 11:30am 

Saturdays,  

January 10 & 24 

A new support group is 

scheduled on           

Saturdays, January 10 

& 24 from 10:00am - 

11:30am in the Lounge 

led by our new mem-

ber, Isobel Faltisco, a 

past Harvest Home 

Case Manager.  The 

group will meet TWO 

times in January. 

LifeGuide 101 will            

discuss addiction               

issues, mental health 

issues, boundaries,           

entitlement, family             

issues, suicide support 

and anything people 

bring to the table.  Share 

this opportunity with 

family and friends who 

might need support. 



 

 

 

 

Matthew, Mark, Luke, and (beers with) John 
Thursday,  FEBRUARY 5 

6:00pm                         

HiHo Brewing 

Join your St. Stephen friends and 

family on a Brewery Trail. 

1707 Front St. 

Cuyahoga Falls, OH 44221 

Order your favorite        

beverage (it doesn’t have to 

be a beer) and snacks and 

catch up with friends.   

            Matthew, Mark, Luke and (beers with) John 

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 5 at 6pm 

Date Location Address Food 

2/5 HiHo Brewing    

Company 

1707 Front Street                

Cuyahoga Falls, OH 44221 

V, GF, Vegan 

3/5 Missing Mountain      

Brewing Company 

2811 Front St.                              

Cuyahoga Falls, OH 44221 

V, GF, Vegan 

4/2 The Brew Kettle 11 Atterbury Blvd.               

Hudson, OH 44236 

V 

5/7 Bell Tower Brewing 

Company 

310 Park Ave.                       

Kent, OH 44240 

V, GF, Vegan 

6/5 Lock 15 Brewing 

Company 

21 W. North St., Suite TL 1  

Akron, OH 44304 

V, GF 

Locations are subject to change –notice will be sent 

See you next 

month! 

See you NEXT month! 



 

 

 

 

J.O.Y. Group Annual Christmas Party 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

Join us  EVERY  SUNDAY at 

10:45am in the Lounge. 

 

Bring your coffee, 

snack and a copy of 

Taking Faith Home 
 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

St. Stephen offers a FREE          

community dinner on the 

second Thursday of each 

month in the Fellowship 

Hall. 

OPEN TABLE DINNER 

is open to everyone.  We 

invite St. Stephen     

members to join us for 

dinner with friends and 

family,  as well as our 

Stow neighbors.          

Everyone who uses the    

building has received an 

invitation.  The meal is 

advertised by outdoor  

signage, in the pantry and 

word-of-mouth.    

Plan to come and join us in 

this fellowship and service          

activity.   

Want to help? 

If you would like to help 

with the meal and become 

part of a meal team, there’s 

a place for you. 

On the day of the meal: 

 2:30 - 5pm Meal Prep 

Cook and Serve 

 5pm  Deliver meals 

 5:00-6:30pm  Serve and 

clean-up 

Menus have been           
predetermined and food 

will be purchased in       

advance.  Most of the 

cooking will be done in the 

St. Stephen kitchen. 

Monthly sign-up sheets are on the 

bulletin board to volunteer for 

future  dinners. 

Future Open Table dates 

on the 2nd  Thursday of 

each month: 

 February 12 

 March 12 

                                      

JOIN US on                              

Thursday,                           

January 8                

4-6pm.   

Sign-up to help at OPEN TABLE on the bulletin board 

 



 

 

Join Jubellation Handbells 

PREPARING  FOR  SUNDAY   
Have you checked out Pastor John’s PREPARING 

FOR  SUNDAY email?  In case you may have missed 

it, or meant to open it, but never did, check it out! 

PREPARING FOR SUNDAY comes in your email 

and is also available on YouTube.   

Listen and watch this weekly          

Bible Study and text reference. 

January Be the Change 

WORSHIP 

Help with Snow Plowing Costs                                    

$1,000 

Wednesdays            

7-8:30 p.m. 

Have you always  

wanted to play, but 

didn’t know how to 

start?   

The Jubellation Handbell 

Choir  rehearses on    

Wednesday                       

evenings from                     

7-8:30 p.m.           

The bell choir typically plays 

once a month during             

worship.  

Please see Jennifer Cupak 

and talk to her about                  

joining. 



 

 

 

 

 

Servant Keeper Online Giving 
 

 https://giving.servantkeeper.com/StStephenLutheranChurchStow  

St. Stephen has a New Online Giving Application 

To use Servant Keeper Online Giving, scan the QR code or use the URL. (above).  Sign-up.    Follow the 

directions and enter your personal email.  Update password of your choosing.   (An email will be sent to 

verify).  The new password will need to have 8 characters, one capital, one symbol. Add the payment 

method:  credit card or bank account transfer.  Schedule.  Choose account.  Enter amount.       Cover 

Processing Fee to pay for it out of your personal account.  Choose frequency. (Weekly, Semi-Monthly, 

Monthly, Annual)  SAVE.   

You can change your giving amount or frequency whenever you choose.    Once complete, you will     

receive a confirming email from Servant Keeper. 

Servant Keeper will automatically add an app to your device so that you can change your options easily.  

It will default to a St. Stephen screen when opened and can be used for Give Now occasions when you 

may want to additionally give for other instances, i.e. Mission Support, Be the Change, etc.   You can   

access your scheduled giving by clicking the ‘3 lines” in the upper left corner. 

 

 

S  

C   

A  

N 

https://giving.servantkeeper.com/StStephenLutheranChurchStow


 

 

Choir is Welcoming New Members 
St. Stephen’s choir will practice on Sundays at 8:30am in our choir room. 

We rehearse Sunday mornings before our church service and sing twice a 

month.  We have a strong core of wonderful, talented, music reading musicians.  

If you would love to join us, but you don’t read music, you will have plenty of 

support from that group.                                                                                         

We laugh, sing and work hard. 

If you love to sing, want to meet new people and want a  morning filled with  

laughter and a sense of accomplishment, the choir is a place for you.  See you on 

Sunday in the choir room.                                                              

      Dawn Horner, Choir Director 

2026 Daily Text orders 

The 2026 Daily Text order has been placed.  

If you have already placed your order, you will be 

contacted by the church office when they arrive. 

J.O.Y. Breakfast 

The J.O.Y. Group  (Just Older 

Youth)  meets for breakfast the 

2nd  Monday of each month at 

9:00am at  the  Stow Café. 

See you on     

Jan. 12 



 

 

Check Out Our Website 

 https://www.ststephen-stow.com/ 

Look for your weekly bulletin on the site. 

Acme Cash Back 
ACME Community Cash Back      

Collection 

Earn 5% Community Cash Back.                                                          

The Acme Community Cash Back program runs  

between AUGUST 1, 2025 to                                        

FEBRUARY 15, 2026.   

Please turn in your ENTIRE Acme receipt to the 

collection box on the table in the narthex. We will 

be collecting these receipts through the end of     

January. All money earned will go toward Mission 

Support.  If you have any questions or need your 

receipts picked up, please contact Mary Appleby at 330-931-9368 (call or text).  

https://www.ststephen-stow.com/


 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Live-streamed Worship  
If you haven’t checked it 

out yet, give it a try.  Go to 

Facebook on Sunday      

morning at 9:30am to watch   

Pastor John live-stream the 

Service of the Word.  You 

can follow along in your 

bulletin for the worship and 

prayers. Bulletins are also 

available on our website. 

The morning worship is available 

at 9:30am on YouTube.  You can        

subscribe and your St. Stephen 

videos will be kept together on 

the site.  Both Facebook and 

YouTube are now available on 

our website. By clicking in the 

upper right corner on their icon, 

you will be taken directly to the 

site. 

www.ststephen-stow.com 

 

 

 

 
 

 

2026 Flower Calendar 
The 2026 Flower Calendar is    

posted on the bulletin board. 

If you would like to celebrate or     

recognize an occasion, please     

sign-up for your preferred date. 

On the dates that are noted as       

holidays on the calendar, the 

church will supply the flowers.  If 

you wish one of those dates, please 

contact the church office.  

Please include your name and 

the reason for the                   

remembrance.    

You are welcome to bring 

your own flowers or order 

from a local florist. 

Giving Envelopes If you need                         

Giving Envelopes,                

please contact the               

church office. 

 

office.ststephenstow@gmail.com  

or call 330-688-7213.   



 

 

Crochet/Knit Needed Items      

 
 

blankets at home, you 

can still share your 

items with people in 

need.   

Items received will be 

placed in Lydia’s Pantry 

for the taking. 

 

 
The Crochet/Knit 

Group no longer 

meets a the church. 

However, if you enjoy 

making hats, scarves, 

afghans and lap                           

 

S T E E P L E  V I E W S  

Throughout the year, the 

path of study is chosen 

from books of the Bible or 

Christian-themed             

literature.  The            

conversations each week 

are the best part of this 

group.  You can attend 

any time.   

Saturdays                   

8:00-9:30 a.m. 

Men in Mission is a    

faith-based study group 

for men of all ages that 

meets every Saturday 

from 8:00 - 9:30 a.m.    

in-person.     

Men in Mission Bible Study 

 

Please bring 

your finished 

items to be  

given in    

Lydia’s     

Pantry 

In-Person 

St. Stephen Nursery Open 
The St. Stephen nursery is open from 9:15am - 10:45am.  If you would like to 

attend worship and have your baby cared for during service, please come to the 

nursery.  The nursery is available for the entire worship service or even a      

portion of it.  We hope this will make it easier for new parents, but as always, 

children are welcome to remain with their parents during worship, if they wish. 



 

 

  

 
St. Stephen Lutheran Church 

Approved Congregational Meeting minutes 

December 7, 2025 

  

Purpose: to consider and vote on the proposed 2026 church budget 

  

Larry Kribs called the meeting to order at 10:35 am 

Daniel Holm opened with prayer 

  

2026 Budget of $313,012 was proposed 

  

The proposed 2026 budget is higher than the approved 2025 budget ($302,665), in part   

reflecting increases in bank fees, property/life/hospital insurance, etc but also decreases in 

postage, building repairs, etc. The proposed budget has a projected deficit of ~$13k. 

  

Bob Dieter moved to increase the proposed Synod giving from $5k to $8.5k (seconded by 

Fran Dieter). Following discussion, Jim Erickson proposed an amended increase to Synod of 

$7.2k (seconded by Roberta DePompei). 

  

The first motion failed, and the second amended motion passed. 

  

Mark Stultz moved to approve the 2026 proposed budget of $315, 212 (seconded by Bob 

Dieter). The motion passed unanimously. 

  

Larry requested nominations for two new council members needed for 2026. 

  

Larry closed the meeting with prayer at 11 am. 

  

Minutes prepared by Daniel Holm. 
 

 

 

 

O God, you have been our help in ages past, our hope for years to come. As we       

welcome this new year, bless us with peace. Fill our days with the light of  Christ and 

lead us on the path of  life until we see you in our heavenly home. You live and reign 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Blessing for the New Year 
 

 



 

 

Lydia’s Pantry  Acts 16: 12-15  

The Lydia’s Pantry is open on 

Tuesday and Thursday from 

9am-3pm.  

If you would like to           

volunteer, a schedule is on 

the bulletin board. 

 

If you would like to donate 

items to the pantry, please 

check out at the list of    

needed items.    

Monetary donations are 

always welcome.                                

Lydia’s Pantry  

Food Items 

Hot Cereal:  Oatmeal, Single Packs                  

Cold Cereal:  Boxes, Single Packs                     

Breakfast/Cereal/ Granola Bars                  

Pancake Mix & Pancake Syrup                     

Macaroni & Cheese  Boxed, Single Cups          

Hamburger Helper                                              

Manwich Sauce                                                     

Pasta & Pasta Sauce                                            

Peanut Butter & Jelly Grape, Strawberry             

Boxed Potatoes, Boxed Stuffing Mix                   

Rice, Egg Noodles                                                

Fruit, Applesauce, Jello, Pudding Cups               

Crackers:  Peanut Butter, Cheese Packs                 

Salad Dressing                                                    

Juice, Juice Boxes                                               

Single Chip Snack Bags, Microwave Popcorn      

Coffee/Filters/Tea Bags/ Hot Chocolate Packs   

Canned Chili, Beef Stew, Pasta                           

Canned Soup                                                        

Canned Meats:  Tuna, Chicken, Ham                     

Canned Fruits, Vegetables, Beans, Tomatoes 

Hygiene Items 

Soap/Shower Gel, Hand Soap                             

Shampoo                                                              

Toothpaste, Toothbrushes                                   

Feminine Products                                                

Diapers & Baby Wipes 

Paper & Cleaning Products 

Toilet Paper, Paper Towels, Facial Tissue            

Dish Detergent, Clothes Detergent                     

Liquid Multi-Purpose Cleaner 

Collection for 

January 

Items needed in the  

pantry now: 

• Dish Soap 

• Detergent 

• Canned Meat 

like chicken, 

spam, ham, 

salmon 

• Shampoo 

• Paper towels 

The pantry served 224 people in            

December,  including 31 NEW families. 



 

 

             January 

UPCOMING 

EVENTS: 
 

Sunday, Jan. 4              

9:30am  Worship  

10:35 Pathfinders 
 

Sunday, Jan. 11      

9:30am  Worship  

10:35 Pathfinders 

 

Sunday, Jan. 18          

9:30am  Worship    

10:35 Pathfinders 

 

Friday, Jan. 23 - 

Sunday, Jan. 25 

YOUTH QUAKE 

 

Sunday, Jan, 25 

9:30am  Worship  

10:35 Pathfinders 

 

 

 

 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL  

 

Quake Excitement is Starting Now! 

Now! 

 

 

Parents: 

Please give prayerful          

consideration to volun-

teering for Pathfinders 

Sunday School. 

Pathfinders Sunday School 

Pre-K - 6th grade         

If you have any       

questions or want to 

learn more, please  

contact Mary Appleby.

 

This year Youth Quake will be held on      

January 23-25, 2026. at the Marriott   

Pittsburgh Airport,.   

Students will be given instructions on when 

to meet at the church to travel to the event.   

If you have any questions, please contact 

Mary Appleby 330-931-9368 or Dawnya 

LaMantia 216-849-9327. 



 

 

Jubellation Bell Choir 



 

 

Crouse Elementary School gifts bags packed and 

ready for Santa to deliver from Rejoice Lutheran  

and St. Stephen.  Gift bags contained books, a snack, 

hand-knitted winter hat, socks and warm snow               

mittens. 

Crouse Gift Bags 



 

 

January 
Happy Anniversary! 

1/6 Scott & Dani Schlea 

1/12 Rick & Rhonda Vaudt 

                                                      

11/4  Chloe Preston 

1/6  Connor McNutt 

1/7  Kevin Strohl 

1/8  Connie Wilson 

1/11  Rick Vaudt 

1/12  Jacob LaMantia 

1/13  David  Wright  

1/14  Ellen Wingate 

1/18  Spencer Hall 

1/18  Kenny Liable 

1/21  Brady Lyons 

1/21  Audrey Tucker 

1/25  Joanna Decker 

1/25  Eric Marschik 

1/26  Mila Benne 

1/27  Wendy Raymaley-Hoffman 

1/29  Jim Jackson 

1/29  Rhonda Vaudt 

1/30  Lowell Zurbuch 

1/31 Fran Dieter 

Special thanks to     

Great Harvest 

Bread Company 

for donating our   

communion bread  

every week. 

Please tell them 

Thank You! when 

you stop in their 

store. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

January Volunteers 

Date Asst. Minister Lector Usher 

 9:30 am  Worship     

4 Deb Smetts Connie Wilson Mary & Ray Appleby 

11 Kevin Strohl Dave Renninger Jim Karlson 

18 Brady Pierce Sara Holm Debbie Smetts 

25 Jane Hecht Kevin Dwenger Jane Koch 

Date CPOD 

4  

11  

18  

25  

Date Coffee 

4 JoAnn Schoonover 

11 Joan Conaway 

18 Seth Kohut 

25 Connie Wilson 

Altar Guild Care Team 

Michelle Rousseau Jane Hecht 



 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 26 27 28 29 30 31 

January 2026 

www.ststephen-stow.com 

8am 

8am 

4-6pm 

7pm Scouts 

9am JOY  Breakfast 

Worship 9:30am 
Bible Baptist 

Worship 9:30am 

6:30 Border 

6:30 Border 

8am 

9:30 am DAR 

Happy New 

Year! 

Worship 9:30am 

6:30 Border 

6:30 Cubs 

6:30 Cubs 

6:30 Cubs 

7pm Scouts 

7pm Scouts 

6:30 Cubs 

7pm Bells 

7pm Bells 

7pm Bells 

10:30 

10:30 

10am LifeGuide 101 

10am LifeGuide 101 

8am 
Worship 9:30am 

10:30 

10:45 Council 6:30 Border 7pm Scouts 

6:30 Cubs 

7pm Bells 

10:30 

QUAKE in Pittsburgh 

8am 


