St. Stephen Lutheran Church

8t Sunday after Pentecost
July 19,2026 9:30am

Rooted in our Tradition, Open to Yours

Welcome and Prelude

Confession and Forgiveness

Blessed be the holy Trinity, '+ one God, whose compassion endures forever.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin to God.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Compassionate God,

we confess to you all our sins.

Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves.
In your mercy, call us back to you.

Your yoke is easy and your burden is light.

Restore us to dwell in your peace.

In Christ’'s name we pray,

Amen.

Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens,
and I will give you rest.” In the name of God, Father, * Son, and Holy Spirit,
your sins are forgiven. Rest in God's love.

Amen.



Praise and Thanksqiving
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1 Praise and thanks-giv - ing, God, we would of - fer for all things
2 God, bless the la - bor we bring to serve you, that with our
3 Fa - ther, pro - vid - ing food for your chil - dren, by Wis-dom’s
4 Then will your bless - ing reach ev - ry peo - ple, free-ly con-
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liv - ing, you have made good: har - vest of sown fields, fruits of the
neigh-bor we may be fed. Sow -ing or ftill - ing, we would work
guid - ing teach us to  share one with an-oth - er, so that, re -
fess - ing your gra-cious hand. Where you are reign - ing, no one will
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or - chard, hay from the mown fields, blos-som and wood.
with you, har - vest-ing, mill - ing for dai - ly  bread.
joic - ing with us, all oth - ers may know your care.
hun - ger; your love sus-tain - ing show-ers the land.
Greeting

The grace of Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all. And also with you.
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Glo-ry to God in the high - est, and peace to God’s peo- ple on earth.
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2 Lord Je - sus Christ, on - ly Son of the Fa- ther,
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world: have mer - cy, have mer-cy on us; you are seat - ed
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at theright hand of the Fa - ther: re - ceive our prayer.
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3 For you a- lone are the Ho-ly One, you a- lone are the Lord,
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you a- lone are the Most High, Je-sus Christ,withthe Ho- ly Spir - it,
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Prayer of the Day

Faithful God, most merciful judge, you care for your children with firmness and
compassion. By your Spirit nurture us who live in your kingdom, that we may be
rooted in the way of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

The Reading: Isaiah 44:6-8

®Thus says the LORD, the King of Israel,

and his Redeemer, the LORD of hosts:

I am the first, and I am the last;

besides me there is no god.

“Who is like me? Let them proclaim it;
let them declare and set it forth before me.
Who has announced from of old the things to come?
Let them tell us what is yet to be.

Do not fear or be afraid;
have I not told you from of old and declared it?

You are my witnesses!

Is there any god besides me?
There is no other rock; I know not one.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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You have the words of e - ter - nal life. Al-le-Tu - ia.




Gospel: Matthew 13:24-30,36-43 Glory to you, O Lord.

%4 [Jesus] put before [the crowds] another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be
compared to someone who sowed good seed in his field,?> but while everybody was
asleep an enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat and then went

away. %6 So when the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as
well. 27 And the slaves of the householder came and said to him, ‘Master, did you not
sow good seed in your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?’ 28 He
answered, 'An enemy has done this." The slaves said to him, 'Then do you want us to
go and gather them?’ 22 But he replied, ‘No, for in gathering the weeds you would
uproot the wheat along with them. 30 Let both of them grow together until the
harvest, and at harvest time I will tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind
them in bundles to be burned, but gather the wheat into my barn."”

36 Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his disciples approached
him, saying, “Explain to us the parable of the weeds of the field.” 3" He answered,
“The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; 3 the field is the world, and the
good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are the children of the evil
one, 3 and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest is the end of the age,
and the reapers are angels. 40 Just as the weeds are collected and burned up with fire,
so will it be at the end of the age. 4! The Son of Man will send his angels, and they
will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, 4>and they will throw
them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of
teeth. #* Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. Let
anyone with ears listen!”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon ~Please remain seated until the meal~



For the Fruit of All Creation
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1 For the fruit of all cre - a - tion, thanks be to God.
2 In the just re - ward of la- bor, God’s will is done.
3 For the har-vests of the Spir-it, thanks be to  God.
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For these gifts to ev - ’'ry na - tion, thanks be to  God.
In the help we give our neigh-bor, God’s will is done.
For the good we all in-her - it,  thanks be to  God.
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For the plow-ing, sow-ing,reap-ing,
In our world-wide task of car - ing
For the won - ders that as-tound us,
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si- lent growth while we are sleep-ing,
for the hun - gry and de - spair-ing,
for the truths that still con-found us,
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fu - ture needs in  earth’s safe-keep-ing, thanks be to  God.
in  the har-vests we are shar-ing, God’s will is done.
most of all, that love has found us, thanks be to God.



Apostle’s Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the
Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified,
died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he
will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.



Prayers of the People

Trusting in God’s steadfast love for all God has made, let us pray for the church,
the world, and all of creation.

A brief silence.

God our source, protect your church from those who sow weeds among the wheat.
Where we trade grace for judgment, restore us, and where we get lost among
the complexities of life, guide us. God of grace, hear our prayer.

God our creator, sustain creation in places not easily seen; the depths of oceans,
microscopic plants and animals, galaxies beyond our own. May we share earth’s
dedication to hope for what we do not yet see. God of grace, hear our prayer.

God our soil, we yearn to live on your lands and waters with justice and in
righteousness. Renew the hearts of all in authority, that our leaders guide wisely
toward the flourishing of all. God of grace, hear our prayer.

God our rock, be a source of constancy for those whose lives have been uprooted by
war, eviction, global climate change, unemployment, harassment, false witness to
their character, or illness or injury. We especially pray for Judy, Scott, Nancy, Ted &
Jacqui, Dan & Mary, Beth, Janet, Todd, Mary, Doris, Bud, Donna, Jill, Arianna, Amelia,
Jareth and all others we hold in our hearts. God of grace, hear our prayer.

God our teacher, guide and provide for all summer camp staff and campers, daycare
professionals, librarians, summer school educators and coaches and teachers
preparing for the coming academic year. God of grace, hear our prayer.

God our hope, the message of your salvation is planted among us in all times and
places. We give you thanks for the witness of all the saints who shine like the
sun in your presence. God of grace, hear our prayer.

Grateful for your abundant provision and trusting in your goodness, we cast all our
cares upon you, through the abundant grace of Christ Jesus.
Amen.



The Sharing of the Peace

Meal

Great Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Preface

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus
Christ; who on this day overcomes death and the grave, and by his glorious
resurrection opens to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of
angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and
join their unending hymn:
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The Words of Institution
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for
you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord's
death until he comes. Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
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The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and
the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Communion

All baptized Christians are welcome to participate in Holy Communion. We ask children
who have not had First Communion instruction, or adults who do not wish to receive
communion, to keep heir hands folded and they will receive a blessing.

Post-Communion Prayer

Compassionate God,

through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are filled with the abundance of your
love. Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, may share your love freely, as
you have shared with us. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit
nourishing us now and forever.

Amen.
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Sing to the Lord of Harvest ELW 694
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1 Sing to the Lord of har - vestyour songsof love and praise;
2 God makes the cloudsdrop fat - ness, the  des-erts bloom and spring,
3 Bring to thissa - cred al - tar the gifts his good-ness gave,
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with joy - ful hearts and voic - es your al - le - lu - ias raise;
the hills leap up in glad - ness, the val - leys laugh and sing.
the gold-en sheaves of har - vest, the souls Christ died to save.
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by him the roll -ing seca - sons in fruit - ful or - der move;
God fills them with his full - ness, all things with large in - crease,
Your hearts lay down be - fore him when at  his feet you fall,
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sing to the Lord of har - vest a joy - ous song of love.
and crowns the year with good - ness, with plen-ty and with peace.
and with your lives a - dore him who gave his life for all.
Blessing

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord's face shine on you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you

Dismissal

Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news!
Thanks be to God.
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peace. Thanks be to God.



