Sunday, May 19, 2024

Day of Pentecost

St. Stephen Lutheran Church

Rooted in our Tradition, Open to Yours

Thanksgiving for Baptism

Blessed be the holy Trinity, # one God, the wellspring of grace, our Easter
and our joy.

Amen.

Look, here is water!
Here is our water of life! Alleluia!

Immersed in the promises of baptism, let us give thanks for what God has

done for us.

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your voice thundered over the deep
and water became the essence of life. Adam and Eve beheld Eden’s verdant rivers.
The ark carried your creation through the flood into a new day. Miriam led the
dancing as your people passed through the sea into freedom'’s land. In a desert pool
the Ethiopian official entered your boundless baptismal life.

Look, here is water!
Here is our water of life! Alleluia!

At the river your beloved Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit.
By the baptism of Jesus’' death and resurrection you opened the floodgates of your
reconciling love, freeing us to live as Easter people. We rejoice with glad hearts,
giving all honor and praise to you, through the risen Christ, our source of living water,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.

Amen.

Look, here is water!
Here is our water of life! Alleluia!



Come Down, O Love Divine ELW 804
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1 Come down,O Love di - vine; seek thou this soul of mine
2 Oh, let it free - ly burn, till world-ly pas - sions turn
3 Let ho-1ly char - i - ty mine out-ward ves - ture be,
4 And so the yearn - ing strong, with which the soul will long,
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and vis - it it with thine own ar - dor glow - ing;
to dust and ash - es in its heat con - sum - ing;
and low - li - ness be - come mine in - ner cloth - ing—
shall far out-pass the pow’r of hu - man tell - ing;
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O Com-fort - er, draw  near; with - in my heart ap - pear
and let thy glo - rious light shine ev - er on my sight,
true low - li - ness of heart,  which takes the hum - bler part,
no soul can guess Love's grace till it be-come the place
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and kin - dle it, thy ho - ly flame be - stow - ing.
and clothe me round, the while my path il - Ium - ing.
and o’er its own short - com-ings weeps with  loath - ing.
where - in  the Ho - ly Spir - it makes a dwell - ing.
Greeting

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all. And also with you.
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Assisting minister
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Glory to God in the highest, and peace to God’s peo - ple on earth.
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Lord God, heav -en-ly King,al-might-y God and Fa - ther,
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we wor-ship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glo - ry.
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Lord Je-sus Christ,

on-ly Son of the Fa-th

Lord God, Lamb of God,

er,
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you take a-way the sin of the world: have mer -cy on us;
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you are seat-ed at the right hand of the Fa - ther:

re - ceive our prayer.

For you a - lone

are the Ho -1y One,

you a-lone are the Lord,
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you a - lone are the Most High, Je-sus Christ, with the Ho-1ly Spir - it,
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in the glo - ry of God the Fa - ther A - men.



Prayer of the Day

Mighty God, you breathe life into our bones, and your Spirit brings truth to the world.
Send us this Spirit, transform us by your truth, and give us language to proclaim your
gospel, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

The Reading: Ezekiel 37:1-14

The hand of the LORD came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of

the LORD and set me down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. °He led me all
around them; there were very many lying in the valley, and they were very dry. 3He
said to me, "“Mortal, can these bones live?” I answered, “"O Lord Gob, you know.” 4Then
he said to me, "Prophesy to these bones, and say to them: O dry bones, hear the word
of the LORD. °Thus says the Lord GOD to these bones: I will cause breath to enter you,
and you shall live. 6T will lay sinews on you, and will cause flesh to come upon you,
and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live; and you shall know
that I am the LORD.”

’So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I prophesied, suddenly there
was a noise, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. 8 looked, and
there were sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered
them; but there was no breath in them. °Then he said to me, “"Prophesy to the breath,
prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: Thus says the Lord Gob: Come from the four
winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain, that they may live.” ' prophesied as
he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they lived, and stood on
their feet, a vast multitude.

"Then he said to me, “Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say,
‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.” °Therefore
prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the Lord Gop: I am going to open your graves,
and bring you up from your graves, O my people; and I will bring you back to the land
of Israel. 3 And you shall know that I am the LORD, when I open your graves, and bring
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you up from your graves, O my people. I will put my spirit within you, and you shall
live, and I will place you on your own soil; then you shall know that I, the LORD, have
spoken and will act, says the LORD.”

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Gospel: John 15:26-27; 16:4b-15  Glory to you, O Lord.
[Jesus said,] 2°"When the Advocate comes, whom I will send to you from the Father,
the Spirit of truth who comes from the Father, he will testify on my behalf. 2’You also
are to testify because you have been with me from the beginning.

16:4bT did not say these things to you from the beginning, because I was with
you. °But now I am going to him who sent me; yet none of you asks me, "Where are
you going?' ®°But because I have said these things to you, sorrow has filled your
hearts. "Nevertheless I tell you the truth: it is to your advantage that I go away, for if I
do not go away, the Advocate will not come to you; but if I go, I will send him to
you. 8And when he comes, he will prove the world wrong about sin and righteousness
and judgment: ®about sin, because they do not believe in me; "about righteousness,
because I am going to the Father and you will see me no longer; "about judgment,
because the ruler of this world has been condemned.

12T still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now. *When the
Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth; for he will not speak on his
own, but will speak whatever he hears, and he will declare to you the things that are
to come. “He will glorify me, because he will take what is mine and declare it to
you. All that the Father has is mine. For this reason I said that he will take what is
mine and declare it to you.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon
~ Please remain seated until the Meal ~



Like the Murmur of the Dove's Song ELW 403
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I Like the mur - mur of the dove’s song, like the chal - lenge of  her
To the mem-bers of Christ'sbod - y, to the branch-es of the
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flight, like the vig - or of the wind’s rush, like the
vine, to  the church in faith as - sem - bled, to our
prayer,  with the pow’r to love and wit - ness, with the
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new flame’s ea - ger might: come, Ho - Iy Spir - it,  come.
midst as  gift and  sign:  come, Ho - 1y Spir - it, come.
peace be - yond com - pare:  come, Ho - Iy Spir - it, come.

Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the
Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified,
died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will
come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.



Prayers of the People
Rejoicing that Jesus is risen and love has triumphed over fear, let us pray for the
church, the world, and all those in need of good news.

A brief silence.

We pray for the church universal, for its ministries, and for the spread of the gospel.
Shower your Spirit upon Sunday school students and teachers.
God of grace, hear our prayer.

For the earth, our precious home. We give thanks for the diversity of plant and animal
life on our planet. Empower us by your Spirit to be wise and faithful stewards of
all you have made.

God of grace, hear our prayer.

For the nations and those who govern. Give those in authority understanding hearts,
that they work together to bring justice and peace on earth. Grant all who vote in
elections wisdom and discernment.

God of grace, hear our prayer.

For those in need around the world: for victims of crimes, for victims of sexual abuse
and exploitation, for those who are incarcerated. For all who suffer in any way,
especially Katie, Tommy Shelly, Shari, Nancy Moser, Robin, Ted & Jacqui Jarmol, Tacy
& John Raymaley, Sai Aravind, and all those we have in our hearts.

God of grace, hear our prayer.

For this congregation and its ministries: for those who plan and lead worship, for
acolytes and assistant ministers, for lectors and ushers, for all who prepare and clean
our worship space. May our worship be pleasing in your sight.

God of grace, hear our prayer.

We remember the faithful departed. Give us thankful hearts for those who have gone
before us in the faith. At the last day, breathe new life into our dry bones, that we
might feast forever with all the saints in light.

God of grace, hear our prayer.

Into your hands, most merciful God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in
your abiding love; through Jesus Christ, our resurrected and living Lord.
Amen.



The Sharing of the Peace

Special Music Who Will Be a Witness St. Stephen Choir
Arr. D Moore

The Great Thanksqiving

The Lord Be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Preface

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we would at all times and in all
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the
glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who
gave himself to take away our sin; who in dying has destroyed death, and in
rising brings us to eternal life. And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all
the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures,
and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your name
and join their unending hymn:
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The Words of Institution

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for
you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s
death until he comes.
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
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The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and
the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Communion

All baptized Christians are welcome to participate in Holy Communion. We ask children
who have not had First Communion instruction, or adults who do not wish to receive
communion, to keep their hands folded and they will receive a blessing.
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sin  of the world; grant us peace.

Post-Communion Prayer

Shepherding God, you have prepared a table before us and nourished us with your
love. Send us forth from this banquet to proclaim your goodness and share the
abundant mercy of Jesus, our redeemer and friend.

Amen.
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Come, Gracious Spirit, Heavenly Dove ELW 404
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1 Come, gra - cious Spir - it, heav'n - ly dove, with light and
2 The light of  truth to us dis - play and make us
3 Lead wus to Christ, the liv - ing way, nor let us
4 Lead wus to heav’'n, that we may  share full - ness of
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and our guide; o’er ev-'ry thought and step pre - side.
ev - ’ry  heart, that we from God may ne’er de - part.
ness, the road that we must take to dwell with God
ter - nal rest, to be with God for - ev - er Dblest.

Blessing
The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord's face shine on you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.
Thanks be to God.

Dismissal
Alleluia! Go in peace. Rejoice and be glad.
Thanks be to God, Alleluia!
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