St. Stephen Lutheran Church

Sixth Sunday of Easter
May 10, 2026 9:30am

Rooted in our Tradition, Open to Yours

Welcome and Prelude

Blessing of Mothers

God of all creation,

pour out your blessing on all mothers

and those who provide motherly care.

You have made them in your image

and given them children to love and care for in your name.
Bless them with a heart like your heart:

loving and kind, comforting and strong,

nurturing and grace-filled.

As they participate in your ongoing creativity,

give them discernment

to help their children discover their unique gifts.
As they teach their children,

grant them wisdom to know what is truly valuable.
As they strive to share your unconditional love,
give them long-suffering patience and a lively sense of humor.
As they model your mercy,

help them extend the forgiveness

they themselves freely receive from you.

In all circumstances fortify their faith,

that they may love you above all.

We ask this in Jesus’ name.

Amen.



Thanksaqiving for Baptism

Alleluia! Christ is risen. Christ is risen, indeed. Alleluia!
Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne and to the Lamb!
Amen.

Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism.

Merciful God, you are the one who was, who is, and who is to come. You lead
us beside still waters. We thank you for the waters of creation: morning dew,
gentle rain, roaring waves. We thank you for the waters that nourish us.
Blessed are you.

You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Jesus Christ, you are the faithful witness who accompanies us on our journeys.
We give you thanks for your life-giving death and resurrection.

We praise you for joining us in joy and sorrow.

Blessed are you.

You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup overflows. Break down
barriers that divide us. Fill us with the breath of peace.

Blessed are you.

You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism, and for making us a new
creation. We join with saints and angels, giving you honor and praise, now and
forever. Amen.



My God, How Wonderful Thou Art ELW 863 vs 1,3,5
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I My God, how won-der - ful thou art, thy maj-es - ty how bright!
2 How won-der - ful, how beau-ti - ful the sight of thee must be—
3 No earth-ly fa-ther Iloves like thee; no moth-er, e’er so  mild,
4 Yet I may love thee too, O Lord, al - might-y as thou art,

5 My God, how won-der - ful thou art, thou ev - er- last-ing friend!
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How beau-ti - ful thy mer - cy seat in depths of burn-ing light!
thine end-less wis - dom, bound-less pow’r, and awe-some pu - ri - ty!
bears and for - bears as thou hast done with me, thy sin - ful child.
for thou hast stooped to ask of me the love of my poor heart.
On thee 1 stay my trust-ing heart till faith in vi- sion end.

Greeting

The grace of Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all. And also with you.



Glory to God in the highest, and peace to God’s peo - ple on earth.
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Lord God, heav -en-ly King,al-might-y God and Fa - ther,
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we wor-ship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glo -ry.
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Lord Je-sus Christ, on-ly Son of the Fa-ther, Lord God, Lamb of God,
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you take a-way the sin of the world: have mer -cy on us;
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you are seat-ed at the right hand of the Fa - ther: re - ceive our prayer.
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For you a - lone are the Ho-ly One, you a-lone are the Lord,
[ Q 1 g n | | 1 I ]
i:@’b_'f_d_‘_F i i I | —o j t ! ]
| | 1 1 | |
o - | = ] L

you a - lone are the Most High, Je-sus Christ, with the Ho -1y Spir - it,
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in the glo - ry of God the Fa - ther A - men.



Prayer of the Day

Almighty and ever-living God, you hold together all things in heaven and on earth. In
your great mercy receive the prayers of all your children, and give to all the world the
Spirit of your truth and peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

The Reading: Acts 17:22-31
22 Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, “Athenians, I see how extremely
spiritual you are in every way. 2 For as [ went through the city and looked carefully at
the objects of your worship, I found among them an altar with the inscription, ‘To an
unknown god.” What therefore you worship as unknown, this I proclaim to you. 24 The
God who made the world and everything in it, he who is Lord of heaven and earth,
does not live in shrines made by human hands, > nor is he served by human hands,
as though he needed anything, since he himself gives to all mortals life and breath
and all things. ¢ From one ancestor he made all peoples to inhabit the whole earth,
and he allotted the times of their existence and the boundaries of the places where
they would live, ?” so that they would search for God and perhaps fumble about for
him and find him—though indeed he is not far from each one of us. 2 For ‘In him we
live and move and have our being’; as even some of your own poets have said,

‘For we, too, are his offspring.’
29“Since we are God's offspring, we ought not to think that the deity is like gold or
silver or stone, an image formed by the art and imagination of mortals. 3° While God
has overlooked the times of human ignorance, now he commands all people
everywhere to repent, 3 because he has fixed a day on which he will have the world
judged in righteousness by a man whom he has appointed, and of this he has given
assurance to all by raising him from the dead.”

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Al-le -lu - ia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the
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words of e - ter - nal life. Al-le-lu - ia. Al-le -1u - ia.

Gospel: John 14:15-21 Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said to the disciples:] ™ “If you love me, you will keep my
commandments. '® And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Advocate,
to be with you forever. 7 This is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive
because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know him because he abides with
you, and he will be in you.

18T will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you. "?In a little while the world
will no longer see me, but you will see me; because I live, you also will live. 2°On that
day you will know that I am in my Father, and you in me, and I in you. ?' They who
have my commandments and keep them are those who love me, and those who love
me will be loved by my Father, and I will love them and reveal myself to them.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon ~ Please remain seated until the Meal ~



Loving Spirit ELW 397
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1 Lov - ing Spir-it, lov-ing Spir - it, you have cho - sen me to be—
2 Like a moth-er you en-fold me, hold my life with-in your own,
3 Like a fa- ther you pro-tect me,teach me the dis-cern-ing eye,
4 Friendand lov-er, in your close-ness I am known and held and blessed:
5 Lov - ing Spir-it, lov-ing Spir - it, you have cho - sen me to be—
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you have drawn me to your won - der, you have set your sign on me.
feed me with your ver-y bod - y, form me of your flesh and bone.
hoist me up up - on your shoul-der, let me see the world from high.
in your prom -ise is my com - fort, in your pres-ence 1 may rest.
you have drawn me to your won - der, you have set your sign on me.

Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the
Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified,
died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he
will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.



Prayers of the People
Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our broken
world, let us pray for the needs of all creation.

A brief silence.

God of new life, you call us through the waters of baptism to be in relationship with
you and one another. Guide the church and its leaders to proclaim Christ’s
righteousness throughout the world.

Merciful God, receive our prayer.

You create the world and all that is in it. Shelter budding plants and animals,
provide habitats and clean water, and raise up stewards for the environment.
Merciful God, receive our prayer.

You set civil servants in the places where we live. Instill truth and equity among
judges and lawyers, gentleness and courage among first responders, and peace
among leaders.

Merciful God, receive our prayer.

You provide comfort in times of trouble. Heal those who are sick, shelter any who are
unhoused, feed those undernourished, and accompany and console all who are
lonely, bereaved, anxious, or ill, especially Jill, Nancy, Ted & Jacqui, Dan & Mary, Beth,
Janet, Todd, Doris, Bud, Donna and all those we hold in our hearts.

Merciful God, receive our prayer.

You are love and you desire that we love one another. As a mother hen cares for
her chicks, bless all who provide motherly care in our lives, and inspire us to
care for one another.

Merciful God, receive our prayer.

God of new life, your steadfast love endures forever. Inspire us by the example of
the faithful departed.

Merciful God, receive our prayer.

God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good news of
new life to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior. Amen.
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The Sharing of the Peace

Meal

Great Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Preface

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we would at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious
resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to
take away our sin; who in dying has destroyed death, and in rising brings us to
eternal life. And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the
resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures, and with angels and
archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your name and join their unending
hymn:
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Ho -1y, ho - ly, ho - 1ly Lord, God of pow’r and might,
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san-na. Ho - san - na in the high - est Bless-ed is he who

comes in the name of the Lord. Ho-san - na in the high - est

The Words of Institution

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for
you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s
death until he comes. Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and
the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
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Communion

All baptized Christians are welcome to participate in Holy Communion. We ask children
who have not had First Communion instruction, or adults who do not wish to receive
communion, to keep heir hands folded and they will receive a blessing.
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sin  of the world; grant us peace.

Post-Communion Prayer

Holy One, through this meal you have made your home among us and are
making all things new. Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts, to love
our enemies, and to bring your healing to the nations.

In the name of Jesus, Amen.
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We Know That Christ Is Raised ELW 449
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1 We know that Christ is raised and dies no more.
2 We share by wa - ter in his sav - ing death.
3 The Fa - ther’s splen - dor clothes the Son with life.
4 A new cre - a - tion comes to life and grows
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Em-braced by death, he  broke its fear - ful hold,
Re - born, we share with him an FEas - ter life,
The Spir - it’s fis - sion shakes the church of God.
as Christ’s new bod - vy takes on flesh and blood.
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and our de - spair he turned to blaz - ing joy.
as liv - ing mem - bers  of our Sav - ior Christ.
Bap-tized, we live with God the Three in One.
The u n - verse re - stored and whole will  sing:
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Blessing

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord's face shine on you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace. Thanks be to God.

Dismissal

Go in peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia! Thanks be to God. Alleluia!
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