
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Confession and Forgiveness 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose compassion endures forever. 

Amen. 

 

Let us confess our sin to God. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Compassionate God, 

we confess to you all our sins. 

Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves. 

In your mercy, call us back to you. 

Your yoke is easy and your burden is light. 

Restore us to dwell in your peace. 

In Christ’s name we pray, 

Amen. 

 

Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, 

and I will give you rest.”  In the name of God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 

your sins are forgiven.  Rest in God’s love. 

Amen. 
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Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing                                                      ELW 886 

 

 

 

Greeting           

The grace of Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 

be with you all.  And also with you.                                                                                                                         
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4  

  

Prayer of the Day                                                                                                            

God of all peoples, your arms reach out to embrace all those who call upon you. 

Teach us as disciples of your Son to love the world with compassion and constancy, 

that your name may be known throughout the earth, through Jesus Christ, our Savior 

and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

 

The Reading: Isaiah 56:1, 6-8 
1 Thus says the LORD: Maintain justice, and do what is right, for soon my salvation will 

come and my deliverance be revealed. 

 6 And the foreigners who join themselves to the LORD, to minister to him, to love 

the name of the LORD, and to be his servants, all who keep the Sabbath and do not 

profane it and hold fast my covenant—7 these I will bring to my holy mountain 

and make them joyful in my house of prayer; their burnt offerings and their sacrifices 

will be accepted on my altar, for my house shall be called a house of prayer 

for all peoples. 8 Thus says the Lord GOD, who gathers the outcasts of Israel: I will 

gather others to them besides those already gathered. 
 

The word of the Lord.   

Thanks be to God.  
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Gospel: Matthew 15:21-28  Glory to you, O Lord.                                                          

  21 Jesus left that place and went away to the district of Tyre and Sidon. 22 Just then 

a Canaanite woman from that region came out and started shouting, “Have mercy on 

me, Lord, Son of David; my daughter is tormented by a demon.” 23 But he did not 

answer her at all. And his disciples came and urged him, saying, “Send her away, for 

she keeps shouting after us.” 24 He answered, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of the 

house of Israel.” 25 But she came and knelt before him, saying, “Lord, help me.” 26 He 

answered, “It is not fair to take the children’s food and throw it to the dogs.” 27 She 

said, “Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their masters’ 

table.” 28 Then Jesus answered her, “Woman, great is your faith! Let it be done for you 

as you wish.” And her daughter was healed from that moment. 

The gospel of the Lord.                                                                                                                        

Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sermon                       ~Please remain seated until the meal~ 
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My Faith Looks Up to Thee                                                                    ELW 759 

 

 

Blessing of the Backpacks and Teachers  

 

Students:  

Let us pray:  

Loving God of fresh starts and new beginnings, we bring ourselves, our big feelings and 

our backpacks to you. In our backpacks, we carry blank pages, sharpened pencils, and 

pointy crayons, and in our hearts, we carry big feelings, unanswered questions, and 

hopeful expectations. There are endless possibilities of what this new year might bring - 

of what we might learn, who we might meet, and who we might become.  

God, our friend who is always with us, be with us through it all.  

Be with us as we ride the bus. Be with us as we walk. Be with us as we buckle seat belts, 

zip-up jackets, and tie shoes. However we get there, and whatever we wear, bless this 

journey into something new.  
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For grown-ups going back to school,  

With-Us God, be with them too. Thank you for our teachers, helpers, caregivers, and 

leaders, and for all they do to help us learn and grow. God, our friend who’s full of 

wonder, fill their hearts and bless their hands.  

Amen.  

 

For Parents, Teachers & Staff:  

Let us pray.  

Loving God, we say a special prayer for parents, as the start of the new school year is 

always another leap of faith. Wrap them with your reassuring love as they entrust their 

children and trust in you. When questions remain unanswered, and the realm of control is 

finite, bless them with peace and the promise you are right there with their child, whether 

heading to preschool or driving to college.  

We also pray now for teachers, staff and administrators. Bless these faithful servants with 

courage and confidence, knowing you are in their classroom with a steady hand on their 

shoulder. Give them peace, patience, and balance in the pressures they face, and bravery 

to build structures and systems which justly serve all your children. Give them delight in 

the young ones before them, and recognition of the sweet ways children are also 

teachers.   

We pray for health and wholeness, fun and growth, surprise and amazement, for 

this school year ahead, knowing you will hold us all the way through. We thank 

you, God and love you. Amen.  
 

Loving God,  

Coat the year before us with miracles of your mercy and strength, and help us 

appreciate most of all the bedrock miracle of your presence with us in every single 

ordinary, sacred moment. Lead us this school year into life-giving rhythms of grace 

and light, where our regular routines become the framework for worship and 

blessing.  Amen.  
 

Children, families, and all who love them, go out into the beautiful world that God 

has made! Go and play! Go and learn! God and love others! May you be filled with 

lovingkindness for yourself and everyone around you. May the prayers of your 

faith community keep you safe, healthy, and full of joy. Amen.  
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Prayers of the People                                                                                                     

With bold trust in God’s unfailing provision, we pray for the church, those in need, and all 

of God’s creation. 

A brief silence. 

For believers around the world who stream to your holy mountain, that all be united in 

faith and harmony in the body of Christ. Let your church on earth be a witness to the 

beloved community of your heavenly kingdom.  

Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

For your wondrous creation, that it thrives and flourishes as you intend. Raise up wise 

stewards to defend the natural world against carelessness and destruction. Safeguard 

endangered species and their habitats.                                                                 

Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

For the nations of the world and all in authority, that they heed the cry of the outcast and 

ensure care for the most vulnerable. Give wisdom to leaders of countries, 

congregations, and communities, that they lead and serve justly.                               

Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

For all who are lonely, grieving, or struggling with chronic pain, that they find comfort, 

community, and hope. Send relief to all who struggle with illness of any kind, especially 

Rachel, Judy, Scott, Nancy, Ted & Jacqui, Dan & Mary, Beth, Janet, Todd, Mary, Doris, Bud, 

Donna, Jill, Arianna, Amelia, Jareth and all those we hold in our hearts.  Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 
 

For this congregation, for visitors and those new to this faith community, that all may 

recognize the presence of Christ in each new face. Draw this community together in 

love and strengthen it in unwavering faith. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

For the saints before us whose work is done, that their faithful example continues to 

direct your church. May their witness remind us that your gifts and calling are 

irrevocable, whether in life or death. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

Receive our prayers and answer, O God, as you have promised. All this we ask in the 

name of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
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The Sharing of the Peace  

 

 

Meal   

Great Thanksgiving  

The Lord be with you.     

And also with you.  

Lift up your hearts.  

We lift them to the Lord.  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

It is right to give our thanks and praise.  

 

 

Preface      

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus 

Christ; who on this day overcomes death and the grave, and by his glorious 

resurrection opens to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of 

angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and 

join their unending hymn: 
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The Words of Institution                                                                                                 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for 

you.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  

Again after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 

forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s 

death until he comes.  Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again.  
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The Lord’s Prayer    

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 

us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and 

the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen.  

 

 

Communion                                                                                                                             

All baptized Christians are welcome to participate in Holy Communion.  We ask children 
who have not had First Communion instruction, or adults who do not wish to receive 
communion, to keep heir hands folded and they will receive a blessing.  

 

Post-Communion Prayer  

Compassionate God, 

through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are filled with the abundance of your 

love.  Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, may share your love freely, as 

you have shared with us.  We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit 

nourishing us now and forever. 

Amen. 
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Jesus Shall Reign                                                               ELW 434 vs 1,2,3,5 

 

Blessing                                                                                                                                              

The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.  

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.   Thanks be to God.                                   

Dismissal  

Heaven has come near.  Go, share the good news! 

Thanks be to God. 


